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Notes from the  Editor  
 
Happy New Year!  I hope this edition finds everyone healthy and ready to resume the campaign 

season.  To start, I am grateful to all who helped get me on the road at Hogtown after becoming 

ill.  Leaving an event early stinks but it turned out to be for the best.  I understand that those who 

stepped up in rank did a right smart job of it.  Well done, lads!  If anyone stumbles across one 

camp stool and one wood chair both with K82 on them Iôd appreciate you keeping them for me 

until Brooksville.  Seems they got left by the fire at Hogtown.  Anyway, I am appreciative for the 

help and it only serves to remind me of what a great company we have.   

 

This edition of our newsletter brings a report and photos of the recent Atlanta event courtesy of 

Harry Keenan and Scott Jenkins as well as an invitation by the National Park Service at 

Andersonville to join them for Andersonville Revisited in March.  Some of us were fortunate 

enough to attend this event 3 years ago and had a great, as well as moving, time as Union 

prisoners of war.  I, for one, would certainly enjoy doing something a little different and 

Andersonville Revisited with its constant ñfirst personò requirement definitely fits the bill.  I will 

have specific information about the event at Brooksville for anyone interested.  And speaking of 

Brooksville, I look forward to seeing everyone there in a few weeks.   

 

Bev Fletcherôs brother passed away in late December and I received the following note from 

Steve and Mary Paulus and wanted to share it with all.  Please continue to remember Bevôs 

family and the Paulusôs in your thoughts and prayers.  Donôt forget that we are all family. 

 

                                         
 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 
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Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  
 

There was no December business meeting.  The next meeting will be at Brooksville. 

    

 
Presidential Pontifications                                     

         
Seasons Greetings Ya'll!  I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and I 

wish you all a very Happy New Year! 

 

Well, I hope all who attended Hogtown made it home safe and sound. The 

ride home was, for me, a real pain in the butt...literally, as I managed to 

pick up a backside full of itty bitty cactus thorns in the last minutes of the 

battle.  I will carry little reminders of this event for a long time.  We had a 

very good turnout of fresh fish and new members at Hogtown, but a rather 

slim showing of veterans, which left our officers and NCOs with their 

hands full.  With the untimely loss of our 1st Sgt. Sat. night due to the 

"Tennessee Two-Step", Sunday was not without its problems.   

 

With Florida's two biggest events on the horizon, just a few reminders: 

 

A big part of reenacting is following orders, both on the field and in camp.  Safety is our #1 

priority...if you cannot follow orders in camp you can not be trusted to follow orders in battle.  If 

you cannot follow orders in battle, you endanger both yourself and those around you.  So, if you 

can not follow the orders of the officers or NCOs, stay home.  Remember, rank is earned by 

years of hard work and experience.  Those in charge have carried their fair share of firewood and 

water, cleaned countless weapons, drilled and stood guard over many years to get those stripes, 

bars, and stars. 

 

Company K portrays mid to late war soldiers from the Western theater...battle hardened veterans. 

Your uniform should reflect this.  Although gray wool is acceptable, the primary uniforms would 

have been various shades of brown (butternut) in jeans cloth.  They would have long ago shed 

extraneous items like hat brass, bowie knives, sunglasses, leggings, etc. Just as in days of old, 

sutlers are there to take your money...much of what they sell is for spectators, not reenactors. 

Don't make the mistake of wasting good money on bad junk.  If in doubt, ask your NCO's...they 

are more than happy to help new guys "get it right the first time". 

 

It is important that our camp be kept clear of modern items when open to the public...they have 

come to see military life in the 1860's, not a tailgate party. Pick up after yourself. I have found it 

helpful, when planning on cooking in camp, to get rid of all extra packing at home, and to pre-

cook as much as possible. This can eliminate some of the dangers of handling raw foods and 

save valuable cooler space. For those who smoke...if you simply must smoke in camp, try those 

little "rough" cigars or a pipe when the public is around...save the cigarettes for after hours or 

when out of camp.  And remember, we must all share the campfire and common areas, so be 

respectful of others.  Chairs are for sitting, not storage. Keep your gear in or near your tent, safe 
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and out of the way, not in high traffic areas.  I look forward to seeing all of you at Brooksville. 

We will have a Company meeting Sat. after the battle, along with our civilian board elections.  

          

Yr Humble President,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser   

                                                                                                      

 
The Captainôs Desk                                                

  

Much thanks goes to those that attended the Hogtown event.  We 

had a good mixture of veterans and the inexperienced.  The 

veterans were great in helping the fresh fish see the elephant.  I 

would especially like to note the excellent job that Harry Keenan 

and "Catfish" Heisler did on Sunday.  The 1st Sgt. was on the puny list and Harry stepped up 

admirably to fill the position and responsibilities of 1st Sgt.  "Catfish" did a top rate job filling in 

as 2nd Sgt.  This is another example for those wishing to advance in rank.  You need to know the 

job of the next higher ranked person.  In some cases, 2 ranks higher. 
 

There are a few issues that I would like to address as a result of our last reenactment: 
 

Muskets MUST be cleaned the night after the battle, NOT the next morning.  Our company was 

embarrassed because some soldiers' weapons were dirty and didn't pass inspection for guard 

duty. Also some men still were trying to clean their weapon in the morning and missed their 

assigned duty.  Thankfully, others volunteered to fill the slots.  This will not happen again!!!   If 

so, musket inspection will become part of morning roll call. 
 

Those who stay up late around the campfire need to police themselves better.  As the sun rose, 

there was a great deal of trash and unauthentic material lying around the camp and, especially, 

around the fire pit.  It is everyone's responsibility to dispose of their trash properly and keep the 

camp as period looking as possible.  After cooking, be sure you have stowed away all of your 

unauthentic gear. 
 

Since we have many new members, there are things that we veterans take for granted.  One in 

particular is assuming that people know how to work the spigot in the water keg.  Though pulling 

straight up on the handle and disengaging it from the spigot, will produce water, it also strips the 

cork that is the seal and the spigot will forever continue to leak.  So, I'm asking everyone to 

remember to instruct new members on the proper usage of the keg spigot. 
 

It's time to gear up for the B&O Railroad (Brooksville and Olustee).  We usually have very good 

attendance at these events and I certainly hope we will continue to see maximum participation.  

So, get your tickets punched and be prepared to do both Union and Confederate at these events. 

Yes, rumor has it that we may have to do Union at Olustee, which we haven't done in a few 

years.   

 

I hope to see you all at Brooksville in a couple of weeks. 

 

Until then, I remain. 
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Your Obt. Srvt, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

 

 

The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

We continue with our discussion about the skirmish drill.   

 

Previous journal entries have discussed deploying the skirmish line forward by the file and 

deploying the skirmish line by the flank.  Last entry was a discussion of Firing in Advance.  This 

entry will focus on Firing in Retreat. 

 

As with Firing in Advance, the goal of Firing in Retreat is to keep half of the companyôs rifles 

loaded at all times.  It goes without saying that the difference between the two is that in Firing in 

Advance the company is advancing while in Firing in Retreat the skirmish line is retiring while 

continuing to engage the enemy. 

 

Here is the company on a stationary skirmish line awaiting orders: 

 

 
The Command is:  Firing in Retreat, Fire!   Upon the command, #1ôs fire their weapons and 

immediately retreat five paces, loading on the move.  Once reloaded, the #1ôs will call out 

ñReadyò to their filemates. 

 

                                                                                              
 

 

Upon hearing ñReadyò from their filemate, #2ôs will now fire and immediately 10 paces, loading 

on the move.  The files are now independent and are not intended to fire or retreat in unison.  

Continue this pattern until the Command ñHalt!ò is given.  At that time, the front rank, either 

#1ôs or #2ôs, retreats to the line formed by the rear rank. 
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Next journal article will discuss Assembling on the File.  Until then, I remain, 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

The Quartermaster Report                            

 
Quartermaster Newman was unable to provide a report for this 

newsletter.  It is, however, my understanding that Richmond has 

forwarded a supply of much needed gunpowder which will be available 

at Brooksville. ï Editor. 
 

 

Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 8   
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss 

Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. 

Captain Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite 

McInteer, has permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  

This multipart article continues in this issue with the eighth letter ñMay 

4th, 1863ò ï Editor. 

 

Hd Qrs Knoxville Tenn 

May 4
th
 1863 
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To  Miss A. J. Clark 

So. Circle Georgia 

 

Dear Friend Anna 

 

Your favor of the 27
th
 ultima was rec

d
 on the 29

th
 at Knoxville & this being soldier rest day; (it 

being rainy) I hasten a reply. 

 

Since writing to you before, a great change has been effected in stragetical movements. 

When we were at Loudon we recd orders ñto be prepared to take the cars for Tullahoma at 4 

Oôclock P. M. on the 28
th
 ult.ò   At half past 3 the order was countermanded & we were ordered 

to come to this place.  We arrived here on the 29
th
 & are encamped a mile from town with strict 

orders ñnot to leave the garrison on any account & to be ready to move at a moments notice.ò   

Yankee Burnsides with a force variously estimated at thirty to forty thousand men is advancing 

on East Tenn.  Large bodies of soldiers are arriving daily.  Some great movement is on foot, but 

only known to the superior generals.  We can only surmise as to the destination.  It is generally 

believed that Rosecrance is endeavoring to turn Genl Johnsons left, by this flank movement, or 

else turn his right by the attack on Wartrace.  I have too much confidence in Johnson and Bragg 

to doubt for one moment their ability to cope with Rosecrance & foil him at every point.  Our 

entire army is in excellent fighting trim.  The discipline is much better than at any previous 

period of the war.   

 

It is reported last night,òthat Genl Burnsidesô advance had reached the Cumberland Mountains.ò  

If that is so, we may expect to move in that direction at any moment.  Every one looks forward to 

a very severe campaign this year.  Hard fighting, heavy marching, and still harder rations.  

Provisions are very scarce in this section.  Frequently we have nothing but corn meal, yet the 

soldier would not complain if his friends at home would only give him assurances that his 

sacrifices were only duly appreciated.  He is getting restless beneath the foul touch of the 

heartless speculator, upon his loved ones at home.  But he knows full well, he has some friends 

still left who will share the last morsel with his half famished family.  This city of Knoxville is 

enough to disgust a man of any feelings of patriotism.  It is composed of one half traitors & the 

rest are retired humbugs, speculators and extortioners.  We have to pay $3.00 per lb for butter, 

$5.00 for tobacco & other things in like ratio.   

 

Well what in the name of common sense am I writing about?  I do believe I have the blues this 

cold rainy morning, but yet I feel in a pretty good humor only at time when poor sister Jennieôs 

sufferings come into my mind.  Bro E. sent me her letter and I am inclined to believe by some of 

her expressions, that her situation is much worse than she represents it.  Well I owe the Yankees 

one more grudge, & if I get a chance I shall try & pay it off with interest. 

 

Who could have believed that the northern people would have become so debased, demoralized 

& corrupted.  I used to discredit many of the numerous reports of their cruelty & heathenish, 

devilish & unchristian practices, but I now have to credit them all & I believe the half has not 

been told.  There are many thousand of innocent men & defenceless women, suffering untold 

miseries from their cruelty.  But there is a just God who will bring such nations to an account & I 

firmly believe their ñcup of iniquity is nearly full.ò 
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But I must dismiss these vindictive thoughts & feelings and attend to others much more pleasant 

and agreeable. 

 

You say, ñthat you rec
d
 my letter two weeks since & that you answered, so soon for fear if you 

deferred, I might not receive it & c.ò 

 

I call two days a pretty long time & I fear if I was to defer answering for two whole weeks I 

should not answer at all.  I have waited five days before answering this time on account of press 

of business, & I thought that a very long time.  But your letter was very acceptable nevertheless.  

I love to read all your communications.  They show so much of your very self in every word, line 

& sentence.  I can almost imagine myself in your presence, listening to you conversing.  I should 

very much have seen your cousin Laura Cheatham.  I know she must be attractive & lovely.  I 

am sorry I am not acquainted with her personally for I admire her very much though I have never 

seen her.  But I know it is denied me, to visit home again, or see my friends until after the war is 

over, unless I get wounded or lose my health.  I do not intend to make any more applications.  I 

was refused once and that is sufficient for me.  

 

Who is Miss Lula Harris going to marry?  Is it Billy sweet? As she used to dub him.ò 

 

Miss Bettie Groves was going to marry when I was at the Circle; at least I thought I heard it.  She 

is a most excellent lady & worthy of any one.   

 

I believe she is one of your favorites, is she not?  Well I must confess you are a good judge of 

human nature, for I have never found any of your favorites who was not par excellence.  I have 

carefully considered your chaste reply & must confess, though it is not as satisfactory as I could 

wish; yet it shows wisdom, discretion & prudence, & I am compelled to admit, that it was a 

severe, though kind, rebuke.  You may have intended it as such, or you may not; but be that as it 

may; I must acknowledge that I am more than ever (if that is possible) favorably impressed with 

you, my true friend! 

 

I will most reluctantly comply with your very urgent request.  But I will with your permission, 

simply notice that you named no particular time when said request was not binding, or might be 

evaded. 

 

Remember me to Mrs. N Garret & Susie ___.  Tell Miss Laura to please not procrastinate.  Write 

as soon as convenient i.e. as soon as possible to your 

 

true friend, R. B. S 

 

P.S.  Orders have just come to Commanders of Cos, ñto get ready to move by the 15
th
 inst., pay 

off our men, settle our accounts turning in our tents & c. & c.  Please let me hear from your 

before that date if your can & by so doing you will oblige your & c. Robt B. 
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The Atlanta Campaign ï Battle Report   
 
The following is a submission of actions at Nash farm, somewhere near Atlanta Georgia, 

between Thursday the 6th of November and the 9th of November, 2008.   

  

6 November 2008: 

 

Members present:   Cpl. Harry Keenan 

                                Cpl. Tom Giminaro 

                                Pvt. Paul Poropat 

                                Pvt. Jeff Gibson (Shannon Gibson) 

                                Pvt. Scott Jenkins 

                                Pvt. Todd Borkus 

 

All listed members arrived without incident prior to the opening of hostilities of Saturday the 8th 

instant.  Since, at muster, having found myself to be the senior person from company K, I took 

charge of the men, and offered our services to the 47th Georgia, Company G, Capt Larry Bacon 

commanding.  Our company, having minimal numbers, as did the 47th, combined forces to field 

16 riflemen.     

          

Friday afternoon was pleasant enough, and everyone seemed to be in good spirits, (literally) until 

about the time supper was about to be prepared and served.  Rain began to fall lightly at first, 

then, as the night progressed, became more and more intense.  By the time the rain had begun to 

slacken, it was well after dark, and everyone was pretty wet, but not cold...not yet anyway.   

  


