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A0 Notes from the Editor

Welcometo the Januaryedition of your newsletter| hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas

and a safe and happy New Year. Brooksville is right around the candelr suspect we will

shake off the holiday merriment and perfaasexpected when duty callBon 6t f or get mi
and civilian board elections and corporal exams after the fight on Satuftiage positions are

vital to the functioning of our compatyot h on and off the field and
input is needed.

Be sure to check out the story by Fred Strok in this edition. | originally rehduttthree weeks
ago and I 6m stil!]l l aughi ng. | ayam with thébessof ar ou
them.

| look forward to sharing a cup of hot butteredo celebrate the neyeararound the fire with
my pards (should the weather be typical frosty Brooksville). Until then, | remain,

Respectfully,
1%' Sergeant Van Leuven
& presidential Pontifications

Greetings, and Happy New Year! hope all of you have had a
pleasat holiday.

Ourtwo biggest and best attended events are fast approaching. This:3 !
year, we will have company civilian board and military elections,
and alsoth&e or por al 0 s e x aWeatheaperittBig o o k
we will have a company meeting after Shattle. It should rake

for a busy weekend.

Olustee is next up, with early morninglers, the parade, battles, and
lots of sutlers to peruse. Another busy weekend.

Our firgt order of business for the neyear is to feed the company coffers. We will have our

new teeshirts for sale, and our powder shipment should be in. We will have more of our popular
raffles. But most important is collecting the annual dues. Getting all our dues paid in a timely
manner is crucial. Not only does it keep our group insurance currentpst ¢twter the cost of
keepingour compay going and growing. Remembggu can not run for or vote on a civilian or

military position unlessyourduesg@ea i d up (t hisexamhcl udes the cpl

Please remember folks, bringing new members into Co. K dladwiys be a top prigy for us

all. And helping those new to reenacting is a responsibility we all share. We have had some great
suggestions along these lines that we will address at our first company meeting. Your input is
always welcome! See all ofyou real soon.

Yr Obdt Srvt Cpl. Russell Mouser



oh . f
DThe Captainds Deskf .

Jan. 2010 -

| hope everyone's New Yeatarted with a bangThere | =%&
should be plenty of bangs atetliBrooksville event in a &
couple of weeks.

A lot will be going on. You need to plan on attending the company meeting after Saturday's
battle or whenever Pres. Mouser so specifié®& need to @nduct our yearlfxecutive Offices

voting. Also on the agenda will be the soldier's only votingtif@r two year position of Capt.,

1st Sgt., and 2nd Sg#s of this writing, | am unopposed for another term as CHKgith Van

Leuven is unopposed for t1§gt. There are two candidates for 2nd Sgt.: John Mitchell and
Russell Mouser.If anyone else wants to be added to the slate of candidates, please see me as
soon as you get on sight.

For those interested in running for position of Cpl., there will bgitien test to takeThis test

will not apply to current Cpls. who have taken the test at least twice previously and want to
retain their rank.If you haven't already made it known that you want to be considered for this
position, please contact 1st.tSgan Leuven IMMEDIATELY to receive study materials.

Another IMPORTANT matter of business THAT NEEDS TO BE TAKEN CARE OF is the
collection of dues. Remember that the major portion of membership is to pay for the insurance.
Battalion and Company K policis to prevent noninsured soldiers from fielding within the
battalion. So, official membership in Co. K is A MUST and needs to be taken carBusds

may be submitted to Tom Giminaro or Russell Mouséthen paying at the event, MAKE
SURE they write thedct down or collect your membership form that was previously passed
out. If you did not get one or print it from the newsletter, be sure you fill one out when paying.
You needo be a paid member to vote!

Also be sure that you update your medical for@t you are supposed to have on your person
when taking the field.Placing it in a plastic baggy and then putting it in the tool pouch of your
cartridge box is the best practicBeople do go down on the field and need immediate medical
care. Checking tle presence of the medical form may beconregfaour regular inspection.

As far as | know, we will continue to portray Union on Saturday and Confederate on Ssday.
always we will have Battalion Colours before going to Brigade Colours out on theparaite
ground. Thosewho arecamping modern need to be in camp for morning roll dalis YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY to find out that time from the 1st Sgt. when you get to the event.

I'm greatly looking forward to seeing you all around the campfire.

Your Obt. Srvt.,
Capt. S. Fletcher



@ThelstSergeantés Jour nnal

Men of Company K,

We will resume our ongoing discussions regarding adith the
focus being on how to navigate around obstacles.

When marching in @olumn of four it is very easy to get around !
any obstacles in our path, one simply marches around it as the four
man front is easilynaneuverable. If the obstacle, such as a shrub
or a snall tree,will only inconvenience one file it is best to have that file step to theofete
man next to themand then return to line once the obstacle is passed. No formal cahmaad
be given. We shouldvoid having the inconvenienced file marcbiard the obstacle as it looks
awkward and less than professianal

If, however, the obstacle obstructs two or more files, action must be taken.

If a small obstacle appears at either side of the compaasching at the oblique to either side

would renedy the situation. Remember that marching at the oblique does not mean snaking
around the obstacle. At the order to march atitite or leftoblique each man turns smartly at a

45 degree angle in thdirection indicatedhus keeping the files straight all timesuntil the
obstacle is passed at which time fAforward, ma

When marching in aolumn of companiesand a large obstacle is encounteitbé best method

is to break into the more flexible flank marcifhe command sequenceaiss f ol | ows : A
right (left) flank, by file | eft (ri@nhhe), MA F
right into | i neoisdivbnyretucnmgngach mompanynbaol intb thencelymn of
companies

When marching irbattalion line of battle and the entire line is faced with a row of small
obstructionssuch as several trees, shrubs, or, very commonly, a line of artillery (as those who
experienced Pi ck &G6dttysisurg Can attesy that vehen donk imcorle®igiena

a colossal mess from which we never fully recovered). In this case, the entire battalion passes to
a flank march, by company, passes the obstructions, and returns to the line of battle on the other
side. The command sequence is as follows:

ABy ghe ¢(ieft) of companies to the front, Bat

The movement each company performs is actuall
as previously described. The result, in a six company battalion, gasel flank marches.

The F'sergeant is responsible for maintaining the directiqnare to the front, while theyatain

is responsible for maintaining the alignment with the captains of the other companies. Thus we
can maintain the alignment whand is reformed, and ensure space for each company to reform

into line of battle. When the obstaclqpisas s sed, t he col onel commands
returning the battalion to line of battlelf the captains and *1sergeants have maintained
direction and distance, the line is reformed quickly.
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There are, of course, other methods for navigating around obstacles but we will conclude with
these basic strategies. As you read this entry, try to understand what is actually being
communicated. We ka done these commands countless times and are proficient at them all.

For additional i nformati on, pl easeMaeymandi Obst a
Infantry, Company H.

With respect, | am YouDbedientServant,

1 Sergeant Van Leuven

& The Quartermaster 0 Report

Anyone needing gear for Olustee will need to get their request in befo
Brooksuville in January. | Wlibe signing out equipment at Brooksville. |
will not be able to attend Olustee. Tony Rodriguez will have a small
amount of gear with him at Olustee for checkout and will mainly be
collecting the gear after the event is over.

If not signed out at Broaille, the gear is available at my home in Hudson
7807 Scrub Oak Ct

Hudson, FI 34667

727-501-2935

Gary Newman

<& Article T Lettersto Anna Jane Clark - Part 20

Captain Robert Blair SmithCommandedCompany K of the % Florida
Infantry. During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna

Janed ar k of Soci al Circl e, Georgi a, | a
greatgreat granddaughter, Madame Marguerite Mcinteer, has permitted

your servant to reprint them in the newsletter. This multipart article

continues in this saue with the twentiethpart, dated November 39 18641

Editor.

In Line of Battle around Columbia Tenn

Monday Nov. 28 1864

My Dear Anna

This is the first opportunity | 6ve had to wri

town this day one week ago; the sndeit so thick and fast that we could scarcely see the road.
The weather was very boisterous & extremely cold. In one night ice formed one inch thick. It
has moderated very considerably & is raining to day. The weather is anything but comfortable
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soldiering. Many of this army are destitute either shoes or socks & gloves are very scarce. From
every indication it seems that we will be campaigning it all this winter. Well so long as we are

successful lom willing. | aveih&deno figlding luete this my  f ¢
time; but the enemy under Genl Thomas is here confronting us & are strongly fortified. Genl
Hood says we must fight. We | | Aso must i1t ©be
Just over our heads; as we crostedline of Tennessee & Alabama; hung a flag with this motto.

AA grave or a free home. 0 I think Gener al Hc
beneath it, being on horseback, the cord caught me by the throat & made a semblance of hanging
me That was a bad omen, wasno6t it? |l get al

to be mounted. s not so hard to march as formerly.

Day before yesterday we passed through Mt. Pleasant, a most delightful looking place. Although
it was very wet and muddy, the Tennessee Ladies stood in the rain for hours to see us pass &
cheer us with their smiles. One very nice looking lady threw a kiss to me as | passed which so
confused me | could do nothing but pass the common military salutesin.rerhis is the garden

spot of the Confederacy without a doubt. A few miles from here are the residences of Jas. K.
Polk, ex president & Lemidus K Polk Genl & Col Lucius Polk. | saw the church in which
Bishop Polk officiated before the war. All th@uses look splendidly & the ladies dress as
before the war. It is reported that the ladies of Nashville are baking turkeys & fixing up
generally for the Rebs. It is just 42 miles to Nashville. | think we will be there by Christmas, but
we must fight fist. The cannon can be heard very distinctly a few miles north of here. It is
reported, that the enemy have evacuated Columbia & if so we will leave to follow them very
soon. Forrest left yesterday morning for Nashville & will get in their rear and ¢heok until

we get up & then we will fight. If we can whip this army, Tennessee will then be ours &
Sherman will be compelled to fall back. We can hear nothing from your section of country in
the shape of war news. It is reported that Genl Longstréegrie with a considerable army and
holding Sherman in check. | have felt great unease about you all for some time but | trust all will
be safe and the country entirely rid of Yankees.

The last letter | recd from you was dated N&v&arrived the sam day that it snowed & blew

so fiercely. You spoke of the cold freezing up your fingers & ideas. | had to make a contrast.
There | was, out in the bleak wind & cold snow reading those thoughts written by as pretty a set
of fingers as ever penned a liwdilst sitting by a cheerful fire, feet on the fender, an atlas in her
lap in a good comfortable room and yledse fingeraref r 0 z e n &write. JNEll! Well'dl t

hope both fingers & ideas are thawed, by this time. When we do get another maildaghedf

a dozen from you. You spoke of the northern dresses being curtailed. Are they bloomer style?
Or only provokingly short? We do not draw egrghumexcept what we buy & that is precious

little. Most cheerfully will | trade you my baconratiohsor t he | ast 2 month f
ration of syrup. Now I tell you the truth when | say that in the last 60 days | have drawn one and
one third Ibs of bacon (1 1/3 Ibs). Now | shall leave it to yourself what amount of sorghum you
have eaten durinthat time & | will impower Miss Laura to be my agent during my absence.
Now | think you are about to cheat yourself. Our good friends at home, know nothing about our
living here. They imagine we have bacon & bread in abundance; but they are mistagagh T

I ought not to write this for It |l ooks | i ke
pack of cowards. I am sorry to tell]l you that
was sorry to leave also, though he expected to better iimsé& | dondét Dbl ame hin
to Adamés Run South Carolina just on the coas

that he should miss your letters more than any thing else & | do believe he was in earnest. He
6



made me promise to forward th@bacco bag as soon as possible. He is anxious to have the

privilege of writing to you.

& Article T A Story by Fred Strok

| received this in the nilafrom Fred and thought it was certainly worth sharindjlext time you

see Fredpe sure to commend him on his imaginatiokditor
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& Upcoming Event s

January 15, 16, 17, 2010.The 146th anniversary of the actual Federal raid on the town of
Brooksville and the 29th annual Brooksville Raid, Brooksville, Floridao battles (2:30pm);
one &t. one Sun.A $2.00 donation to the event will be required for all reenactors and adult
family members participating in the Brooksville Ralthe Raid is held at the Sand Hill Boy
Scout Camp on US Hwy 50The battle is 10 miles West of Brooksvill&he entrance is on
Hwy 50. Take Hwy. 50 West.Go through Brooksville, keep going west about 10 miles, and
look for the signs. More information at NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.brooksvilleraidreenactment.com.

January 29, 30, 31, 2010.Battle atTownsend's Platation (Renningers Market at Mt.
Dora). Battle 3pm Saturday and 2pm Sunddhis event is north of Orlando on Hwy 441 just a
couple of miles from Mt. DoraAs you start down the big hill, look for the Renningéea
market and battle sign oa#t sideof road.

February 12, 13, 14, 2010.146th Anniversary of the Battle of Olustee. Olustee Battlefield
State Historic Site, Olustee, Florid@he reenactment takes place on the actual site where the
Battle of Olustee (Ocean Ponaas fought.Best gatheng of Civil War sutlersaat any Civil War
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event with 80+ sutlens attendanceBattles Saturday and SundaMo pets allowed. First time
visitors and reenactors to the event should read the Ilisting of activities
at http://battleofolustee.org/The battlefield is located just fifteen miles east of Lake City on
Hwy. 90from I-75 and 50 miles west of Jacksonvill€ake +75 to Hwy. 90 exit. Goeast on
Hwy. 90. Drive slow, the signs at the entrance for retois have been small and hard to see in
the past.Contact the Olustee Battlefield Historic Site at (386)-0880 or Mitzi Nelson at
olusteecso@yahoo.com

February 25, 26, 27, 28, 2010.The 97th PennsylvaniaVolunteer InfantryRegiment, in
cooperation with the Pinellas County Parks Department and Fort DeSoto Park, will host an
American Civil War Weekend Encampment and Historical Battle Reenactment at the Fort
DeSoto Park located in Tierra Verde on the Southaost tip of Pinellas County, FloridaA

limited number of reenactor modern camping spaces will be available on a first contact, first
served basis. Contact us for your reservation now because modern campers showing up on the
day of the event without aservation will not be allowed to camp. FREE firewood, hay for
sleeping, and ice. For information or reservations, contact David Glenn, at (728)3@0email:

coa_ 97thpa@hotmail.conor write: 97th Pennsylvaa Vol. Inf., Event Coordinator, 14172
Sharon Drive, Largo, Florida, 33774.

February 26, 27, 28, 2010.Civil War Heritage Days.Key West Florida.Fort Taylor was a
Union held fortress (one of three in Floriddf) served as headquarters for the Uniavy's East

Gulf Coast Blockade Squadroihe event features a parade down the world famous Duval
Street to Fort Taylor, artillery and infantry demonstrations, period crafts, a land/sea battle, and a
period ball. New on this year's schedule; a courtltrof a captured blockade runner and a
skirmish on the beachiort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park is the site of the best beach on
Key West. Portrayal of life in the Keys in the mid 1800'Bt. Taylor has one of the largest
collections of coast afkery in the country. Primitive tent and dry RV camping is
available. Directions, Take US 1 south to mile marker O and turn left on Southard Street.

Left and follow the signs to Ft. Taylor State Historical si#itlers and reenactors cont&itk
Brass atennforrest@aol.com Information and odine registration is available at
http://www.forttaylor.org/hfest.ntml Phone - 3052926713 or Bill Pangrass
cogl4anysm@peoplepc.com

March 21, 22, 2010 Bentonville, North Carolina Please find the attached dispatches from
brigade and battalion headquarters with event and registration information.

Head~Quarters
Department of the Gulf
November, 30. 2009
To all concerned,

The General Commanding has instructed the following information regarding the coming 145th.
Bentonville campaign (March 21st. and 22nd., 2dd®)ssued to all concerned?lease pass

this most valable data to youcommands and strongly urge them to enlist for this most critical
campaign.

The General Jessedll be commanding CONFEDERATEBrigade in General Jeff Stepp's
Division. If you recall, General Stepp was our "sist@&figade at the 145thGettysburg.


http://battleofolustee.org/
mailto:olusteecso@yahoo.com
mailto:coa_97thpa@hotmail.com
mailto:tennforrest@aol.com
http://www.forttaylor.org/hfest.html
mailto:cog14nysm@peoplepc.com

The web site issww.BENTONVILLE145.conThe registration information is on the web site.
Fees are $8.00 per person until January Istes increase after that date to $10.00 until
January 31st. at which time Confederate registration cloddss is a no walk on eventYou
MUST pre-register.

When we register, list the "Department of the Gulfbasaffiliation.

Please notify this office of your and your men's intention as soqossble as our Division
Commander needs to know our enlistments.
Return replyto your receipt othis correspondence if respectfully requested.

Your servant,

Lt. Col. Roger L. Statzer
Assistant Adjutant General
Department of the Gulf
Army of Tennesse

C.S.A.

All,

There have been a few requests for clarification on the Bentonville registration.

This is the site address for the registration form for the 140th Bentonville Event March 19, 20, &
21, 2010.

http://www.bentonville145.com/RegistratonForm.html

In this you will note that there is a space for the registrant to list "others" at the lower end of a
long list of affiliates.

In the "Others" blank, list the "Department of the Gulf'yasir affiliate.

If requiring to fill in for "authentic civilian”, that will also be acceptable.

This information is per General Jessee.
Please remember that the cutoff for the event registration is Jan. 31st 2010.

Lt. Adkins
Adjutant

Thanksto Col. Nepert and his Floridd&Reenactors Online Newsletter
(www.floridareenactorsonline.confor providing this information Editor.

Please see owvelbsite (www.7flcok.con) for a complete listing of events.

@ Coming Next Month

e Article T ALett eorAsna tlane Cla rk 1 Part 21 0 This multipart article
continues with théwenty fist letter datediFebruary 13, 1866 .

e After Event Report - Brooksville
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& WANTED i To Buy/SelliTrade

Available for purchase: Contactlack Coleman at: 81887-6210 orDeadriverjack@aol.com

1 McClellan saddle
Contact Jack for info and prices.

Available for purchase: RWS German percussion caps for rifle

muskes . Wl hg®4 caps per tin.pertinl 61 I sel l them f
Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by

correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, CompaffyH|dsida Infantry

atcatman6375@msn.com (04/14/2008)

7" Regiment of Florida Véunteer Infantry
Company K
www.7flcok.com

Civilian Board

President: Russell Mouser
mouserfla@webtv.net

Vice President: Skip Fletcher
cornfederateK6@aol.com

Secretary: Keith Van Leuven
keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer: Tom Giminaro
Tgiminaro@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Gary Newman
travelingretel53@yahoo.com

Military Officers & NCOs

Captain Skip Fletcher, Commanding
cornfederateK6@aol.com

1* Sergeant Keith Van Leuven
keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

2" Sergeant John Mitchell
Jmitchk73@verizon.net
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