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7th  Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry  
Company K  

 
OFFICIAL BULLETIN for FEBRUARY , 200 9 

 

 
Welcome BackéPrivates Steve Brown and Manny Tran  
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Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the February edition of your newsletter.  In addition to the normal reports and 

articles, this edition includes the after-battle report of the Brooksville Raid written by Manny 

Tran.  I think Manny has a future in battlefield reporting.  Thanks also to Jeff Gibson and Skip 

Fletcher for submitting some pictures of the Brooksville Raid. 

 

Speaking of BrooksvilleéPersonally, I thought it was one of the best Raids weôve had in a few 

years.  With the addition of some good new men (Jeff Stock, Ben Tanner, Bobby Dial, and Jeff 

Forrester), the opportunity to brevet some of our veteran privates to the rank of corporal (Bob 

Arrison, Burt Reynolds, and Jeff Gibson), seeing old friends around the campfire once again 

(Steve and Jodi Brown, Manny Tran, Ryan Smith, Jeff Hough, and Evan Jackson.  My apologies 

if I missed anyone.), as well as the assistance from one of our 47
th
 Georgia brothers (Tyler 

Wallace), it turned out to be a great weekend.  

 

Special notice goes out to Teresa Smith who actually got James into camp before roll call.   

 

Lastly, I have received a letter from Private Fred Strok.  Fred relates the following:  ñIôm in 

Petersburg recovering from a really nasty saber slash to my left shoulder.  While on hospital 

grounds, I met and hit it off with Judah Benjamin and General Early.  They have wangled me a 

position in the Ordinance Dept.  Itôs a real nervous place to work at best.  With this federal 

shelling, everybody hereôs got religion.  Mr. Benjamin has a great, spirit cellar and a fine tenor 

voice when ñoiledò.   

 

Fred had surgery on the 22
nd

 of January and Dean Leferink had surgery on the 4
th
 of February.  

Please keep both Fred and Dean in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Lastly, be sure to check out page 18 for a special message from Jeff Gibson. 

 

Iôll see you all at Olustee.   

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  
 

January 17, 2009 

 

Call to Order:  Russell Mouser 

Invocation:  Keith Van Leuven 

 

Old Business 
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Secretaryôs Report:  Motion was made by Skip Fletcher to accept the minutes of our last 

business meeting (August, 2008) as posted in the September Newsletter.  Second was made by 

John Mitchell.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Treasurerôs Report:  Treasurerôs report was not provided as Tom Giminaro was not present. 

Quartermasterôs Report:  Quartermasterôs report was not provided as Gary Newman was not 

present. 

Presidentôs Report:  Russell Mouser suggested that we purchase percussion caps for the fresh 

fish to use.  Motion was made by Skip Fletcher to purchase the caps.  Second was made by Burt 

Reynolds and the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

New Business 

 

Russell Mouser reported that dues for 2009 are past due and all members must become current as 

soon as possible. 

 

Civilian Board elections were held.  As all board positions were unopposed a vote of confidence 

was conducted and the vote was unanimous.   

 

The Civilian Board is as follows:   

 

President:  Russell Mouser 

Vice President:  Skip Fletcher 

Treasurer:  Tom Giminaro 

Quartermaster:  Gary Newman 

Secretary:  Keith Van Leuven 

 

Russell Mouser stated that we need items to be donated for our Company drawings.  The next 

drawing will be held at Olustee.  A motion was made by John Mitchell to acquire more Sun King 

mugs for future drawings.  The second was made by James Smith and it passed by unanimous 

vote.  Bob Arrison will be the procurer of the mugs. 

 

Our next meeting will be held at Olustee. 

 

Benediction:  Jeff Gibson 

   

 
Presidential Pontifications                                     

         
Greetings All!  First off, on behalf of the Civilian Board, thank you all 

for your vote of confidence at our recent elections. We shall strive to 

live up to your expectations. 

 

A few random notes:  

                                           

Thanks to all who donated firewood for Brooksville...the wood pile 

was truly impressive as was the awesome "two-banger" fire pit.  
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Special thanks to Jeff Gibson, who got us seasoned wood at a great price, and Burt Reynolds, for 

all his efforts to keep camp life running smoothly. 

 

Olustee is right around the corner. We may need to galvanize, so be prepared. If you need 

anything from the QM Dept., contact Gary Newman as soon as possible.  With our recent influx 

of new members, supplies will be tight.    

      

I have been informed by Bob Arrison that the 2009 issue of the coveted "Sun King" mug has 

been ordered and should be available for preview at Olustee.  We are seeking donated items for 

our popular company raffles. As soon as we have enough stuff, our raffles (including the "Sun 

King" mug) will resume.                                            

 

Powder will be available at Olustee...see me.  

 

 I recently talked to Eric Harvester.  Due to ongoing health issues, he is leaving the hobby.  He 

has many items he needs to sell, including 2 tents, leathers, cooking gear, uniformage, etc. This 

would be a good chance for new members to pick up some needed items.  Contact Eric, or see 

Skip or myself at Olustee for more info. 

 

It is now 2009....if you have not paid your dues, do so NOW!!!!  Also, Tom Giminaro is trying to 

update our roster.  If you have not turned in a dues invoice, but have paid your dues, please 

contact Tom with any changes to your contact information. 

 

I received a note from Kevin Ogden. He is currently in Kuwait, and will soon be "moving out". 

Keep him and his unit in your thoughts and prayers. As soon as he is "settled in", we will try to 

get some "goodies' rounded up and shipped over to him. 

A special "shout-out" to Cpl. Tyler Wallace of the 47th Ga., who fell in with us at Brooksville, 

and helped me out  with the drilling of our fresh on Sat.  Thanks, and we all hope to see you 

again real soon! 

 

Don't forget the Ft. De Soto event the weekend after Olustee.  Co. K usually has a good showing 

on Sat. 

 

Yr Humble President,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser   

                                                                                                      

 
The Captainôs Desk                                                

  

February 2009 

In hindsight, it looks like we were lucky with the weather at 

Brooksville. Although it was around 32 degrees both 

mornings, a few days later, it was in the upper teens. Thanks goes out to all of the folks that 

brought wood to the event. We didn't run short and our fire pit was admired by many. 
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I would also like to greatly thank those privates who were brevetted to corporal. Bob Arrison, 

Jeff Gibson and Burt Reynolds did an outstanding job in helping align the company in its many 

formations. 

And as always, our 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Sergeants did a top rate job in their responsibilities.  

We had a good number of men in the ranks. It has been a while since we were able to field 25 

muskets. Some old-timers came back and it was truly great to see them return to the fold. Being 

able to catch up on what they had been doing since they were last able to take the field, was a 

pleasure. Hopefully, we will see them more frequently in the future. We also had four fresh fish 

among us. I certainly hope that they will join our company because they conducted themselves 

admirably on the field. 

The company has been called to assemble at Olustee Station by Feb.13. Word has it that Federal 

troops are to head west from that Unionist city of Jacksonville to attempt to bring our state 

government to its knees. We are one of the regiments assigned to block this movement. Make 

every effort to answer the roll call. 

Co. K will start having our company raffles once again. Please bring items you would like to 

donate to Olustee. 

If you haven't paid your dues, please do so ASAP. The new roster is being formulated, now. 

Money and forms go to Tom Giminaro or Russell Mouser. 

 

Until then, I remain. 

Your Obt. Srvt, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

 

 

The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

We continue with our discussion about the skirmish drill.   

 

Previous journal entries have discussed deploying the skirmish 

line forward by the file, deploying the skirmish line by the flank, and firing in advance.  The last 

entry was a discussion of firing in retreat.  This entry will focus on Assembling on the File. 

 

Taking the deployed skirmish line and reassembling back into the original column is used to 

move the company to a new position in the most compact and efficient manner.  Assembling is 

done by reforming the Comrades of Battle (CoB) first before moving the CoBôs back into 

column.  Assembling is done without forward or rearward movement of the line.  As with 

deploying into skirmish, the command for assembling will make reference to a left, right, or 
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center file.  The file named in the command will reform into its CoB but will then remain 

stationary as the other CoBôs come to them.  The example will use assembling on the right  file. 

 

 

 
 

Upon the command:  ñAssemble, on the right fileò, all CoBôs are to immediately reform. 

 

 

 
 

 

Having reformed the CoBôs, the named file (in this case, the right file) remains stationary and 

assumes shoulder arms with the exception of the anchor man (front #2 man) who will raise his 

rifle straight up to signal all the other CoBôs that they will form on him.  At the same time, the 

other CoBôs right face, go to right shoulder shift, and move at the double quick to their place in 

column. 

 

 

 
 

As each CoB assembles back into column, they face front and assume shoulder arms.  When all 

CoBôs have returned to column, the anchor man on the named file assumes shoulder arms.  The 

company then awaits further orders. 

 

 
 

Assembling on the left file simply places the leftmost CoB in a stationary position and all others 

form as before and move to that file.  Assembling on the center file freezes the centermost CoB 

and brings both ends towards the middle in the same manner as described above. 

 

This completes our discussion of the skirmish drill. 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 
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The Quartermaster Report                            

 
Quartermaster Newman was unable to provide a report for this newsletter. ï 

Editor. 

 

 

Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 9   
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss 

Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. 

Captain Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite 

McInteer, has permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  

This multipart article continues in this issue with the ninth letter ñMay 

11th, 1863ò ï Editor. 

 

Head Qrs. 7
th
 Fla Regt. 

Knoxville Tenn , May 11 (1863) 

 

To Lannie J. Clark 

Social Circle Ga 

 

Dear Good & true friend Lannie. 

 

Is it possible that for once you have most promptly answered my letter.  Surely a great change 

has come over the spirit of your dreams!  I guess I will appoint the time for leaving again and see 

if you will not come up to it promptly. 

 

Your very welcome letter was dated the 9
th
 inst & answered right now.   

 

I expect you were badly frightened when the Yanks invaded your state.  We heard from them 

____ ____ tell you I was very anxious to get a chance to go & meet them.  The reception that 

Forrest & his men received from the Fair hands of Georgiaôs proud daughters brought the tears 

into my eyes.    I was truly proud to hear of it & it cheered up the hearts of many of the soldiers 

of this section.  ____ all were ready to exclaim ñGod bless the Ga. Ladies!ò 

 

I am always ready to bless them & would most cheerfully prove my devotion in a more tangible 

manner if it were in my power. 

 

I have not seen any of the prisoners captured by Forrest but ___ men of this regiment were 

detailed to go in charge of them to Rich
d
.   

 

I had no desire to see them for I have had enough of trouble with them already. 
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Your fishing excursion is both interesting and amusing.  The idea of fourteen girls and two men 

having a party reminds me of that portion of scripture which say ñSeven women shall take hold 

of one man & shall request to be called by his man so that their reproach may be taken away___.ò 

 

You also stated that you all went a ñfishing in a two horse wagon which reminds me of Simple 

Simon who thought to catch a whale.  But all the water he could get was in his motherôs pail.ò  

The boys were smoking & the girls talking, eating, & laughing all the time.   

 

A dispatch has just come stating ñthat Genôl Jackson is dead. ñ  Oh!  Who can estimate ___loss?  

Twenty five thousand men would not be a fair equivalent.      ___ ___there  

is cast a gloom over the whole nation. What we shall do without him, time only can decide.   He 

was a good & ___ ___I trust was prepared to die.   

 

I heartily wish I could hear you play that pretty piece of music, ñRock me to Sleep Mother.ò  I 

know it must be fine. 

 

You have no idea of the great desire I have to attend your concert.  You did not tell me when it 

was to come off.  Please let me know & if I can get off I will surely be there.   

 

I do not agree with you in saying that if you have the singing to do it will be a sorry affair 

although it may be a _____alias Lannie affair. 

 

You ought to see me now seated, in my tent with the ground for a seat my knees for a table & my 

pipe for a companion whilst I write to my dear friend Lannie.  I should like to be at the 

examination for I have a curiosity to know how you & my friend Lydia G_____ have mastered 

Algebra in so short a period of time. 

 

Have you commenced Geometry yet?  Let me know when you get through the first four books or 

before & I will send you a case of instruments, which will enable you to master the 

trigonometrical problems.   

 

I fear you have come to a sorry hand for assistance in ___ your compositions, for two reasons. 1
st
 

you write in a style quite different from mine & I think superior.  2
nd

 I am out of practice.  ___ 

___ ____ 

 

The enemy under Burnsides is still advancing.  We look for marching orders at any time.  

Cannon shot were heard here yesterday & we will certainly be in for the fun.   

 

Dr. Ashford died on the 1
st
 of April.   

 

Coln. Perry has resigned so also Genl Davis both enemies of mine.  ñThings have taken a turn so 

the pig said to the spit.ò 

 

Write soon to your true friend, R. B. Smith Knoxville as before. 
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The Raid on Brooksville ï Battle Report  by Private M. Tran   

Tonight sleep does not come easy, for I have been scarred in the worst manner imaginable. To 

take a manôs limbs is nothing compared to taking his sanity. Without sanity it is hard to call 

someone human. In the battle at Brooksville, I experienced what I believe should not be 

experienced by any other. The sight of oneôs company being mutilated by cannon fire is almost 

too much to bare. The screams for help, which could not be answered, were most disturbing of 

all. They were like screaming infants with no mother to attend to them. These voices haunt me as 

I try to lay and rest. It reminds me of how I left them behind as I charged the fort with the 

surviving men. I see now that I am lucky to be alive and that it was due to their sacrifices that I 

was able to live through that day. 

 

What I remember most of that day was the bitter cold that morning. It was like a forecast of the 

dark day that lied ahead. It was cooler than any ordinary day in Florida. It was so cool that my 

soul felt as if it had been tampered with. I felt like an empty shell, moving without thought or 

reason. We were to deploy from the tree line, forming a skirmish line as we went out onto the 

battlefield. Then we were to fire on the Federals on the advance towards the fort. I stared out 

onto the battlefield with blank eyes, as if I was not realizing what was actually taking place. All I 

could hear at the time were the commands of the captain. There was not a sound or sight that 

could stir my emotions due to their absence on this cold morning. 

 


