
1 

7th  Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry  
Company K  

 
OFFICIAL BULLETIN for February , 2010  

     

 
Private Paul Poropat 

7th Florida Volunteer Infantry, Company K  

 

In This Issue  
 

  Notes from the  Editor   

        January Business Meeting  Minutes  

  Presidential Pontifications  

  The Captainôs Desk 

  The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal 

  The Quartermasterôs Report  

  Article:  Letters of Anna Jane Clark  

  Upcoming Events  

  Coming Next Month  

  Wanted  ï To Buy/Sell/Trad e 

  Military and Civi lian Officers  



2 

 Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the February edition of your newsletter.  My gratitude to everyone who made the 

yearly trek to Brooksville as the first stop of the B & O Railroad (as Capt. Fletcher affectionately 

calls it).  QM Gary Newman rightly deserves special thanks for his efforts in obtaining and 

managing a huge amount of gear for our fresh fish.  Without his efforts they would not have been 

able to participate and a better group we have not seen since the Hendrix and Greenwood boys 

enlisted into Confederate service coming up on two years ago. 

 

For those who were unaware, Dave Hendrix had to leave Brooksville early due to a family 

emergency.  Please remember the Hendrix family in your prayers. 

 

I am greatly looking forward to Olustee in a few weeks and until then, I remain, 

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

        January Business Meeting  
 
Call to Order  was given by Skip Fletcher. 

Invocation was given by Keith Van Leuven. 

 

Old Business 

 

Election:  Skip Fletcher presided over the civilian board and the military elections.  All positions 

were unopposed.  Skip made the motion to accept the results and John Mitchell made the second.  

The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Secretaryôs Report was made by Keith Van Leuven.  Skip Fletcher made the motion to accept 

the report as published in the newsletter.  John Mitchell made the second and the motion passed 

by unanimous vote. 

Treasurerôs Report was not made a Tom Giminaro was not present.  Burt Reynolds made the 

motion to accept the non-report.  Rich Heisler made the second and the motion passed by 

unanimous vote. 

Quartermasterôs Report was presented by Gary Newman.  Gary reported that all gear is 

accounted for and he is in the process of disposing of extra small items which are of no use to the 

company.  He reported we are in need of larger hats.  Gary reported that one broken rifle and 

leather gear have been repaired.  He stated that pre-rolled cartridge packs of 10 rounds are being 

sold to new members for $3 to help offset expenses.  Skip Fletcher donated some Union 

uniforms to the company stores.  Gary reported that powder will be ordered and should be on 

hand by Olustee.  Burt Reynolds made the motion to accept the report.  Skip Fletcher made the 

second and the motion passed with one opposed (Dave Hendrix). 

 

New Business 

 

Russell Mouser reported that he still have appox. 20 Company K tee-shirts still for sale at $20 

each. 
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Russell Mouser reported on upcoming events with Olustee, Bentonville, Natural Bridge, and 

Fort De Soto being right around the corner (See ñupcoming eventsò section of the newsletter for 

details). 

Rich Heisler reported on the memorial for Dwight Smith which will be held tomorrow (Sunday) 

at 11am on the company street. 

Russell Mouser closed the meeting. 

 

 Presidential Pontifications    
                                  

Well, folks, Brooksville is behind us, and it is sure one for the 

Company K record books. Saturday found us with 6 fresh fish, all 

of them young men itching for combat. In fact, half our men under 

arms this day would be 21 years of age or younger. Our QM, Pvt. 

Newman, sure had to hustle to keep up with the demand for stores. 

At least one recruit was outfitted in the field from a fallen comrade. 

It also made for a long morning of drill.  But, I must say, our fish 

fought with gusto, and carried themselves well, which says much 

for them and the extra attention from our good Capt. and Sgts.  

 

The battle this day was refreshingly different. For myself and my small 

platoon, let's just say we got to know how Custer felt. At least we weren't scalped. 

 

Sunday found us with our 7th fresh fish, another young man wanting to "see the elephant".  That 

morning also found us with 2 newly minted corporals.  Manny Tran, maybe our youngest Cpl. 

ever, and Burt Reynolds, with an astoundingly high score on the Cpl's exam, maybe the best ever.  

They are great assets to our company, and will be good stewards of those under their care.   

 

Sunday's battle was one of Brooksville's shortest, as the Confederate forces "steamrolled" the 

Union into submission. 

 

Worthy of note....as the town folk gathered to cheer the victorious men in gray and the final 

salute, it seem one man in particular  had his own "cheering section". Pvt Chris Hendrix seems to 

have attracted a rather large following of the local fair maidens. Perhaps he will enlighten us 'old 

veterans" on his "peculiar powers" around the campfire at Olustee.                 

Yr Obdt Srvt,  

1st Cpl. Russell Mouser 

Pres., 7th Fl. Co. K 

       

 The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

Feb. 2010 
  

Thanks to all who participated at Brooksville.  We had a 

decent sized company.  There were numerous veteran 

members missing. However, the ranks were swelled with 

6-7 fresh fish.  It was the largest number of fish we have 
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had at an event as long as I have been a member.  They did a better job than expected.  Here's 

hoping that they become permanent members of K. 

 

Because there were no opposition candidates, I will remain your captain for two more 

years.  Keith Van Leuven will retain his 1st Sgt, rank and John Mitchell will once again be 2nd 

Sgt. for the same period of service.  We all appreciate your confidence in our abilities. 

 

As a result of the Cpl.'s test, we officially have added Burt Reynolds ( Who only missed one 

question!) and Manny Tran to our list of corporals.  They will be joined by our senior corporals, 

Russell Mouser and Tom Giminaro for a two year tour of duty. 

 

Brooksville really got my blood flowing for the rest of the reenacting season. Olustee will be as 

busy as usual with the parade, battles, and shopping at the sutlers. Hopefully, those that are able 

to go to the 145th Bentonville have already registered. If not, you will have to register as a 

Federal.  The cutoff date for Confederates was the end of January. 

 

As a young lad a half century ago, I became captivated by the American Civil War, not 

just because I lived in an area where many battles were fought, but because of a TV show: The 

Gray Ghost.  When I was at Brooksville, a vendor was selling a DVD of the two seasons that the 

show was on the air.  I bought it.  Now I was 5 or 6 years old when I watched it.  It was about (at 

that time, supposedly) Major John Singleton Mosby.  I was born and raised in Mosby's 

Confederacy, so there was a natural attraction.  The shows were from 1956-57, which was before 

all of the centennial celebrations.  So far, I have only watched two episodes, but I would like to 

share with you some observations I have gleaned from watching those two. 

 

Evidently, the Old Dominion state was about 2,500 miles farther to the west (than it's present 

location) back in the 1950's when the show was produced.  This is based on the background 

scenery.  Trees were sparse and there were large rock formations and buttes. Check out The Lone 

Ranger and you get the idea. 

 

Mrs. Mosby would have been extremely perplexed, because it seems that Maj. Mosby had a 

girlfriend that appeared rather frequently to add to the plot line. 

 

Mosby's men had quite a few Sharps carbines, which, I suppose, is possible since they preyed on 

Union supply trains.  Their pistols, at least for close ups were period. Actually, they were 

probably the left over real deals. For the long shots, though, they appear to be western six-

shooters. 

And finally what youth overlooked the most was Mosby's uniform. After 50 years of experience, 

I find that one of my heroes actually wore a double breasted jumpsuit Confederate uniform! 

 

Can't wait to watch the other episodes. 

 

I hope to see all of you around the campfire at Olustee. 

 

 

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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          The 1st  Sergeantôs Journal  
 
Men of Company K, 

 

The Brooksville campaign is now a memory.  I will dispense with 

the usual details of the battles since most of us were present for 

duty and are well aware of what took place on that field of honor.  I 

shall instead simply present to you the Roll of Honor and some 

daguerreotypes provided by Mrs. Fletcher and Pvt. Newman.  On a 

personal note, I could not have asked for a finer group of new 

recruits than those present at Brooksville.  Also, I am grateful to Pvt. Heisler for his efforts in 

remembering our friend Dwight Smith. 

 

Present for duty at Brooksville: 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

1
st
 Sgt. K. Van Leuven 

2
nd

 Sgt. J. Mitchell 

1
st
 Cpl. R. Mouser 

Cpl. M. Tran 

Cpl. B. Reynolds 

Pvt. Jessie Hough 

Pvt. R. Greenwood 

Pvt. C. Hendrix 

Pvt. R. Arrison 

Pvt. R. Heisler 

Pvt. D. Greenwood 

Pvt. D. Hendrix 

Pvt. S. Brown 

Pvt. S. Cole 

Pvt. J. Courter 

Pvt. D. Puzzo 

Pvt. J. Coleman 

Pvt. H. Padron 

Pvt. E. Oglesby 

Pvt. G. Newman 

Pvt. J. Carr 

Pvt. J. Stock 

Pvt. C. Wilson 

Pvt. R. Hague 

Pvt. Jeff Hough 

Nurse J. Debiec 
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With respect, I am Your Obedient Servant, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 


