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× Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the March edition of your newsletter.  Time caught up with me after Olustee and, as 

such, this edition is somewhat tardy in its release.  My apologies to all.   

 

My thanks to Scott Jenkins and Chris Hendrix for sending me some pictures of recent events and 

Russell Mouser for an interesting article.  Any and all submissions are needed and appreciated.  I 

am in need of after-battle reports (I know you were there), ancestor biographies (I know you 

have some), book reviews (I know you all read), and any other ideas you may have.  I thank you 

all in advance. 

 

I received the following from Ruth Leferink regarding Deanôs recovery from surgery.  It has 

been a difficult time for both Dean and Ruth so please keep them in your prayers: 

 
Dear All, 
 
Dean is impatiently waiting for the IV antibiotics to show improvement.  The infectious disease is 
MRSA...you can look it up on the internet.  It's curable, it can take longer to heal in some people, hopefully 
we'll be blessed enough that Dean is healed sooner.  He is down in the dumps, especially just from being in the 
hospital.  This is normal per his doc....I mean, really, who wants to be in the hospital?  I will ask him tomorrow 
if he would be okay with some visitors here and there.  My cell #, which is some what attached to my side, is 
352-206-0516.  I know he's real happy when I'm with him.  I am signing up for my FMLA (Family Leave 
Act...or something like that) with my job, so maybe I can spend more time with him.  I plan to spend bunches 
of hours with him tomorrow.  I hope he needs/wants me there...he says he does...and what's more is I 
NEED/want to be there.  I like being with him, as wife and husband should be together daily, right?  Any 
way, I will keep you all posted and can't thank you enough for your prayers and "listeningó to my emails.  God 
Bless you all.  I really should have been in bed sleeping hours ago...but well...I guess you may or may not 
understand why I'm not.  God's will be done. 
 
Love and prayers to all, 
Ruth M. Leferink  
 

This is a follow up: 

 
Dean is okay for visitors, but wanted to note, that he might not look real pretty (but I think he 
does...excluding his "battle wounds") and may not be real talkative at times.  A reminder, he is in Pasco 
Regional Hospital, Dade City, FL Room 122.  Isolation, which means there's a box on the outside of his room, 
for you to put on a gown and gloves, wash your hands.  MRSA is not an air grown bacteria.  Visiting hours 
are from 10AM-8PM. 
 
Ruth 
 

I also received the following from Kevin Ogden.  Keep Kevin in your thoughts and prayers as he 

serves our country. 

 
Hey just thought I would drop yaõll a line. Every thing is good here. Just tryin to catch up on emails while I 
have a chance.  My address is: 
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Ogden, Kevin 
351 MPCO 
FOB Marez 
APO AE 09334 
 
I hope to hear from you guys soon I will keep you up dated on our progress.  I canõt wait to get home and put 
on the gray again  
  

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

× Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  
 

There was no business meeting in February.  

  

× Presidential Pontifications                                     
         
Greetings All!  Those of you who made it up to Lake City for the 

Battle of Olustee had a right smart time.  The weather never 

delivered on its threat, camp life ran smoothly, and the battles were 

well executed on both days. Our brevet NCOs took it upon 

themselves to provide some much needed order both in camp and 

in the line.  Again, this year, we were joined by our brothers-in-

arms from the 17th Virginia.  Thanks go out to Brandon, Devin, 

Tex, and Les for traveling down to join us. They were a lot of fun 

in camp, and true fighters on the field. Devin celebrated his 17th 

birthday with us, and Les attracted more than a little attention with 

"his" presence in the ranks (and perhaps a photo in Civil War Gazette).  

For those of us present, the look on the face of the provost when Chris Hendrix fixed his new, 

rather large, bayonet was a priceless moment that will be campfire fodder for years to come. 

 

Spring brings many local events and many chances to burn some powder.  Pick and choose 

around your own schedules.  Keep in mind the SCV Flag and Memorial Dedication, and 

remember that Anclote is on hold this year.  For those with the traveling bone, Resaca, Ga. in 

May is definitely worth the journey.   

 

We will have our summer drills and meetings again this year at Veterans Park (dates to be 

announced).  We are always seeking items for our raffles, which will resume at the summer 

drills. 

 

Keep Dean Leferink (aka. Pvt. Booboo) in your thoughts and prayers as he recovers from heart 

surgery. 

 

Also remember Kevin Ogden, who has been recently deployed to Mosul, Iraq.  It is our hope to 

gather items to send over to his unit this summer. 

 

Cpl. Russell Mouser                                                                             
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× The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

March 2009 

 

We had one of the most memorable Olustee events in my 

memory.  Yes, it did precipitate a little, but it was not 

enough to put a serious damper on the event.  The battles 

greatly made up for any discomfort.  We were able to field 

in excess of twenty muskets at this event.  Part of this total was from Co. B, 17
th
 VA.  These 

soldiers are based in Front Royal, VA and we are glad to have them amongst us at every 

opportunity.  They have fallen in with us the last 3 or 4 years. 

 

Co. K had the major position along the spectator line, on the right flank.  On Saturday we 

deployed as skirmishers along with the Leon rifles.  We covered a great deal of ground as we 

leap-frogged our ranks toward the Blue horde that was somewhere in the low hanging gun smoke.  

It was a much better time than wandering around in the palmettos, as we usually do. 

 

We held the right flank of the Confederate line, again on Sunday.  This was one of the hottest 

fights I have ever been in.  If there were any who still had ammo left, they werenôt doing their 

duty.  Cpl. Keenan was especially skilled at rifling through the cartridge boxes of dead Yankees, 

so we could continue our push.  I heard many positive comments after the weekend about how 

enjoyable it was. 

 

I would like to thank Miss Terrie and Miss Joni for staying in camp during the battles.  Since 

Miss Bev was not able to make the trip and perform her usual camp watch, these ladies 

graciously volunteered to see that our possessions were safe and that our fire was maintained. 

 

The following weekend, found us at Ballast Point (Ft. De Soto).  There we encountered a major 

Union force, who off loaded from ships.  They also were able to bring artillery with them, which 

we had not anticipated.  Co. K sustained massive casualties and command eventually fell to Cpl. 

Giminaro, who managed to save the last two remaining members of the company. 

 

There arenôt any major company assemblages in the never future.  A few are going to Natural 

Bridge, some to Crystal River, and some to Resaca.  Where ever your travels take you, please be 

safe.  
 

Your Obt. Srvt, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

 

 

× The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

Some brief notes in the aftermath of Brooksville and Olustee: 

 

Overall I was very pleased with our performance in camp, during 

drill , and in the field.  We are the 1
st
 Company and continue to live 
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up to the expectations that position entails each time we take the field.  I appreciate Privates 

Reynolds and Gibson for their willingness to step up to the often thankless rank of Corporal 

during the past campaign.  Their assistance made my job much, much easier.  I am also indebted 

to Corporal Keenan for stepping into the difficult role of 2
nd

 Sergeant at Olustee.  The safety of 

the company was assured with him as file closer.  I encourage all to review past journal entries 

specifically dealing with the duties of the 1
st
 Sergeant, 2

nd
 Sergeant, and Corporal as we must 

always be prepared to step up in rank whenever the need arises.   

 

For future campaigns be prepared for the following: 

 

Sunday roll call will be with rifles.  This is a safety issue to be certain all rifles are cleaned on 

Saturday and are ready for duty on Sunday.  We will form the company for roll as always, in a 

rather haphazard fashion.  The order to come to attention will be given followed immediately by 

ñShoulder Armsò and then by ñSupport Armsò.  The roll will be called and as your name is read 

you will respond with ñHere, 1
st
 Sergeantò at which time you will move your rifle from support 

arms to shoulder arms.  When the next persons name is called you will return your rifle to order 

arms, remaining at attention.  After roll call is completed the order to draw and charge rammers 

will be given.  The 2
nd

 Sergeant and 1
st
 Corporal will proceed down the line having each soldier 

spring their rammers.  Once again, this will assure that each rifle is cleaned and ready for duty. 

 

When dressing the line, turn your body in the direction of the dress and walk in that direction 

until the line is sufficiently dressed then face to the front once again.  Do not walk sideways 

while dressing the line. 

 

Lastly, while at order arms, keep the rifle tucked into your armpit.  The rifle should be standing 

straight up not leaning to the front. 

 

I am aware that these last two items may appear trivial but it is dealing with the mundane that 

makes us the best company in the Florida Battalion of Infantry and keeps us in the forefront 

whenever Colonel Bowman needs a job to be done right. 

 

It was an honor to have our friends from Company B, 17
th
 Virginia with us at Olustee.  Privates 

B. McCrary, W. Box, L. Ross, and D. Gallaway did the great state of Virginia proud! 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

× The Quartermaster ôs Report                            

 

I am finally able to submit a Quartermaster Report for 

Company K. Returning home on furlough after our last 

campaign, I discovered that the Yankees had returned in 

force from the North and occupied the lower part of Pasco 

County including my property.  It was time consuming and 

difficult, but I was able to salvage my belongings and 

company gear to move to a new location in the remote 

Hudson area.  On the way out though, I was able to gain one of the Yankee wagons loaded with 
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pillaged goods from the countryside.  Not knowing who belonged to these items, I disposed of 

them profitably to finance my new land.  I even had enough left over for our government's tax 

man, who showed up 2 days after the cows were milked and hens had settled in the yard.  I think 

he waited 2 days though to make sure the wagon was unloaded and the animals were happy 

before moving in to claim a share.  Nuff of the civilian side of life. Probably lose it all to the tax 

man eventually before our hard times are over anyway. 

  

Here is the report: 

K Numbers were issued to David Greenwood (K19) and Roland Greenwood (K20).  If any of the 

legally enlisted fellows in our group need numbers, they should write me if they are bona fide. 

  

We have been able to procure 2 more pants for our larger fellows (I think they just got stretched 

out with the bloat).  No matter, they cleaned up nice. 

  

There has been a large call for our unit gear and I have undertaken to make sure that they are 

clean and some sewing done where they have been stretched thin.  Not askin where you boys 

been getting them from after the battle as long as they don't have too many holes or stains.  Just 

can't let them sit around too long after.  I have a special tote sack for them with pine chips until 

they get in some good lye soap.  Make sure you put them in the ñto be doneò sack afterwards, not 

the ñclean goodsò sack. 

  

The mules seem to be getting smaller or none at all, so we have shortened up our ridge poles 

with a connection piece.  This way they ride both sides of the mule or it breaks down into a carry 

stretcher with the tent on it.  You and your pard can carry fixins and gear in to our camp that way 

without getting all tangled up.  Two of our company tents have been done so far and the third is 

in progress with Pvt Rodriguez getting the last connector from a local blacksmith.  I have 2 of 

the company tents and Cpl Giminaro has one. 

  

Pvt Rodriguez is also getting one of our large size brogans repaired as a service to the company. 

One of our best horses went into the last issued set of brogans, but there wasn't enough to finish 

out that pair (Mister, here's your mule). 

  

It appears that Cpl Butler from one of the other companies had good luck with some of the 

German Yankees (sent in from New York City!) captured during the last campaign at Hogs 

Town. The Yankees thought they whipped the entire Confederate Army when they marched into 

town and started stealing silverware and chickens.  It was only the local militia though. When 

our regular boys showed up and gave em a whupping, the Yankee retreat looked like a peddler's 

wagon on fire and the horses headed for the barn!  Chickens, silverware and fancy goods littered 

the roads and bushes for miles headed out of town.  Anyway, the Cpl sold our company10 cans 

of German musket caps. We sell them back at $8 a can to be able to buy more later. 

  

We have more of the rolled cartridges made up for the company from a Richmond shipment of 

powder we received.  One can was set aside for our company rounds.  They are in the 10 pack 

brown wrappers, which we need back after they are used. 

  

Uniforms are available but a word of caution about the hats.  They are on the small size. You 

smart fellas with the large heads should probably bring something of your own that fits.  John 

Mitchell said that he may consider making some nice hats that go back to the Seminole Indian 
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War times.  Those are some fine hats John, be proud to buy and own one.  I have a short wagon 

and mule that eats less hay so I do request that I be notified in advance of any equipment 

requirements with sizes.  I also prepare the equipment issue receipts that way too. 

 

Regards, 

Gary Newman, Pvt,  

Quartermaster, CSA 
 

 

× Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 10   
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna 

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. Captain 

Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has 

permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart 

article continues in this issue with the tenth letter ñJune 25th, 1863ò ï 

Editor. 

 

Hd Qrs Knoxville Tenn. June 25
th
 1863 

 

Dear Friend Anna, 

 

Your favor of the 19
th
 inst. was rec

d
 yesterday.  It would have been here much sooner but the 

enemy made a raid into East Tenn. & destroyed a portion of the R.R. between this point & 

Dalton, which detained the train a couple of days. 

 

They came quite unexpectedly, for they were within 12 miles of this place before we knew any 

thing about their presence.  Their forces numbered about 3 thousand, well mounted cavalry & 

infantry. 

 

Their clothing was excellent and general appearance quite imposing especially when they first 

advanced in line of battle to make the attack.  They threw out a long line of sharp-shooters, 

supported on either flank and in the center by heavy bodies of cavalry. 

 

Their deployments were excellent, and advance quite sublime and looked heroic, but when we 

opened fire upon them they faltered & in less than one hour they had their whole line in 

confusion; but very soon they rallied and formed again but not so imposing as at first. 

We had but two small regiments to oppose them viz. the 6
th
 & 7th Florida and one company of 

Artillery.  The Yanks made a bold attempt to out flank us but our boys double quicked it about 

one mile & prevented that.  As soon as they found they could not succeed in that, they gave up 

the fight & withdrew. 

 

The fight lasted about two & one half hours, during which time I never saw a man falter, but on 

the contrary all were eager for the fight & tried to excel each other in acts of daring & feats of 

bravery. 

Certainly the Florida boys fight well & I am truly glad we have had a chance to prove our grit.  I 

think the fight was a very small affair but yet, the fire of the enemy was quite severe & what was 
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the worst feature,& made it harder to endure was that for a good while we could not return it.  It 

is very hard to get men to endure such a fire.   

 

I was officer of the day & the Coln ____ appointed me his aide.  I was well mounted and had to 

visit the entire line several times during the engagement & when that was over, was sent in 

command of a reconnoitering party, to discover if possible the direction the enemy had taken.  

We found out that they had taken the road to Strawberry Plains which place they subsequently 

took and burned the large bridge at that place.  That bridge was a severe loss to the Confederacy 

for it cuts off communication with the Eastern Army.  It will take three months to rebuild the 

same. 

 

Ever since the fight we have been in line of the battle expecting the enemy to come back but as 

yet they have not come. 

 

I have just this moment recôd orders to report to Hd. Qrs. Immediately with the whole of my 

command.  I expect a move is on hand. 

 

I was glad to receive your last letter for I began to think you had determined to write no more.   I 

would gladly assist you if I could, with your composition, but really, I expect you can write 

about as well, if not better, than I can. 

 

It would be a great treat to me to get permission to go & see you about the time your concert 

comes off. 

 

I have never had the pleasure of seeing the young ladies of the Circle exhibit themselves. 

 

Please think of me once in a while.  Did the shoes fit?  I thought they would be very nice for the 

concert, especially if you have to wear a kersey dress & brown stockings. 

 

My love to all.  Kiss your little fingers for me.   

Your true friend & well wisher, 

Robt. B. S. 

 

N.B. Please write soonðvery soonðinstantlyðimmediatelyðupon receipt of this if  not sooner 

 

P.S. When the Yanks came I burnt all my letters, so yours had to go also. 
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× Olustee  ï Photos from the Field  
 

 

 
                                                             Taking the Field  

 

 

 

 

                 
Forming the Square 
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                                             Standing Tall in the Face of the Enemy 

 

 

 

                      
               Taking Punishment 

 

 


