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x Notes from the Editor

Welcometo the Marchedition of your newsletterTime caught up with me after Olustee and, as
such, this edition is somewhat tardy in its release. My apologies to all.

My thanks to Scott Jenkins and Chris Hendrix for sending me some pictuseent events and
Russell Mouser for an interesting articlany and all submissions are needed and apprecidted
am in need of aftebattle reportql know you were there)ancestor biographig$ know you
have some)book reviews (I know you all read), and any otheagdgou may have. | thank you
all in advance.

I received the following from Ruth Leferink
been a difficult time for both Dean and Ruth so please keep them in your prayers:

Dear All,

Dean is ipatiently wang for the IV abibtics to show improvemdiie infectious disease is
MRSA...you can look it up on the intésnetirable, it can take longer to heal in some people, hopefully
we'll be blessedighdhat Dean is healed sdtmés.down ingldumps, especially just from being in the
hospitalThis is normal per his doc....| meanhealbnts to be in the hospitelPask him tomorrow

if he would be okayhvgibme visitors here and kheell #, whick some what attachexytsidés
3522060516.1 know he's real happy when I'm with &msigning up for my FMLA (Family Leave
Act...or sometf like that) with my job,adoenl can spend more time withpfamto spend bes

of hours with him tomorrdwhopehe needs/wants me there...he says he does...and what's more is
NEED/want to be therklike being with him, as wife and husband should be togetherAdwgily, right?
way, | will keep you all posted and can't thank yoor eougindyers ana "list ta ngy @mail€od

Bless you all.really shouldvgabeen in bed sleeping poursua well.guess you may or may not
understand why I'm r@bd's will be done.

Love and prayers to all,
Ruth M. Leferink

This is a follow up:

Dean is al for visitors, but wanted to note, that he might not look real pretty (but I think he
does...excluding his "battle wounds™) and may not be real talkadiveratntieeshe is in Pasco
Regional Hospital, Datle EL Roorh22.Isolation, whicleans there's a box on the outside of his room,
for you to put on a gown and gloves, wash yodR&hds not an air grown backésaing hours

are from 10A8PM.

Ruth

| also received the following from Kevin Ogden. Keep Kevin in your thouwsydsprayers as he
serves our country.

Hey just thought | would dr@paybne. fzery thing is good here.ryustd catch up on &nvaiile |
have a chance. My address is:



OgderKevin
351 MPCO
FOB Marez
APO AE 09334

| hope to hear from yousguys| will keep you up dated on oesgirog cvean td get home and put
on the gray again

Respectfully,
1 Sergeant Van Leuven

x Company K Business Meeting Minutes

There was no business meeting in February.

x Presidential Pontifications

Greetings All! Those of you who made it up to Lake City for the
Battle of Olustee had a right smart timeThe weather never :
delivered on its threat, camp life ran smoothly, and the battles were &8
well executed on dith days. Our brevet NCOs took it upon " ~a
themselves to provide some much needed order both in camp andga
in the line. Again, this year, we werpined by our brotherm- '
arms fromthe 17th Virginia. Thanks go out to Brandon, Deyin
Tex, and Les for travelindown to join us. They were lat of fun

in camp, andrtie fighters on the field. Devioelebrated his 17th
birthday with us, and Les attracted more than a little attention with
"his" presence in the ranks (and perhaps a photo in Giail Gazette).
For those of us presenthe look on the face of the provost when Chris Hendrix fixed his new,
rather large, bayonet was a priceless moment that will be campfire fodder for years to come.

Spring bmgs many local eventand many chances to burn some powddtick and clwose
around your own schedulesKeep in mind the SCV Flag and Memorial Dedication, and
remember that Anclote is on hold this yedfor those with the traveling bone, Resaca, Ga. in
May is definitely worththe journey.

We will have our summedrills and meetings again th year at Veterans Park (dates to be
announced). We are always seeking items for our raffles, which will resume at the summer
drills.

Keep Dean Leferinkaka. Pvt. Boboo) in your thoughts and prayers as he recovers from hea
surgery.

Also remembeiKevin Ogden, who has been recently deployed to Mosul, IHag. our hope to
gather items to send over to his unit this summer.

Cpl. Russell Mouser



x The Captainds Desk
March 2009

We had one of the most memorable Olustee events in
memory. Yes, it did precipitate a little, but it was nqt
enough to put a serious damper on the event. The ba%“
greatlymade up for any discomforiVe were able to field
in excess of twenty muskets at this event. Part of this total was fror,da" VA. These
soldiers are based in Front Royal, VA and we are glad to have them amongst us at every
opportunity. They hawfallen in with us the last 3 or 4 years.

Co. K had the major position along the spectator line, on the right flank. On Saturday we
deployed as skirmishers along with the Leon rifles. We covered a great deal of ground as we
leapfrogged our ranks towdrthe Blue horde that was somewhere in the low hanging gun smoke.
It was a much better time than wandering around in the palmettos, as we usually do.

We held the right flank of the Confederate line, again on Sunday. This was one of the hottest
fightsIlhave ever Dbeen 1 n. I f there were any who
duty. Cpl. Keenan was especially skilled at rifling through the cartridge boxes of dead Yankees,

so we could continue our push.heard many positive comments aftee tweekend about how
enjoyable it was.

| would like o thank Miss Terrie and Miss Jofur staying in camp during the battles. Since
Miss Bev was not able to make the trip and perform her usual camp watch, these ladies
graciously volunteered to see tloair possessions were safe and that our fire was maintained.

The following weekend, found us at Ballast Point (J&¢.Soto). There we encountered a major

Union force, who off loaded from ships. They also were able to bring artillery with them, which

we had not anticipated. C& sustained massive casualties and command eventually fell to Cpl.
Giminaro, who managed to save the last two remaining members of the company.

There arend6t any major company assembturalges i r
Bridge, some to Crystal River, and some to Resaca. Where ever your travels take you, please be
safe.

Your Obt.Srvt,
Capt. S. Fletche

x ThelstSergeant 6s Jour nal

Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K,

Some brief notes in thetafmath of Brooksville and Olustee:

Overall | was vey pleased with our performanae camp, during
drill, and in the field. We are thé Company and continue to live
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up to the expectations that position entails each time we take the fiedprecide Privates
Reynolds and Gibson for their willingness to step up to the often thankless rank of Corporal
during the past campaign. Their assistance made my job much, much easier. | am also indebted
to Corporal Keenan for stepping into the difficult rofe2™ Sergeant at Olustee. The safety of

the company was assured with him as file closer. | encourage all to review past journal entries
specifically dealing with theluties of the T Sergeant, ¥ Sergeant, and Corporal as we must
always be prepared step up in rank whenever the need arises.

For future campaigns be prepared for the following:

Sunday roll call will be with rifles. This is a safety issue to be certain all aflesleaned on

Saturday andre ready for duty on Sunday. We wilkfio the company for roll as always, in a

rather haphazard fashion. The order to come to attention will be given followed immediately by
AShoul der Armso and then by ASupport Ar mso.
you will resgf®rd geiatni ofildéer which ti me you wil/
arms to shoulder arms. When the next persons name is called you will return your rifle to order
arms, remaining at attentiorAfter roll call is completed the order to draw and chaayamers

will be given. The ¥ Sergeant and*iCorporal will proceed down the line having each soldier

spring their rammers. Once again, this will assure that each rifle is cleaned and ready for duty.

When dressing the line, turn your body in the dicecof the dress and walk in that direction
until the line is sufficiently dressed then face to the front once again. Do not walk sideways
while dressing the line.

Lastly, while at order arms, keep the rifle tucked into your armpit. The rifle showdthbeing
straight up not leaning to the front.

| am aware that these last two items may appear trivial but it is dealing with the mundane that
makes us the best company in the Florida Battalion of Infantry and keeps us in the forefront
whereverColonel Bavman needs a job to be done right.

It was an honor to have our friends from Company B! \tifginia with us at Olustee. Privates
B. McCrary, W. Box, L. Ross, and D. Gallaway did the great state of Virginia proud!

With Deepest Respect,
1% Sergeant Vamheuven

x  The Quartermaster 0 Report

| am finally able to submit a Quartermaster Report % ;
Company K. Returning home on furlough after our [ [L
campaign, | discovered that the Yankees had returne
force from the North and oapied the lower part of Pasc
County including my propertylt was time consuming anc
difficult, but |1 was able to salvage my belongings a
company gear to move to a new location in the remote
Hudson areaOn the way out though, | was able to gain ohthe Yankee wagons loaded with
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pillaged goods from the countrysidé&ot knowing who belonged to these items, | disposed of
them profitably to finance my new land.even had enough left over for our government's tax
man, who showed up 2 days after tlbgvs were milked and hens had settled in the yatHink

he waited 2 days though to make sure the wagon was unloaded and the animals were happy
before moving in to claim a shar@&uff of the civilian side of life. Probably lose it all to the tax

man evatually before our hard times are over anyway.

Here is the report:
K Numbers were issued to David Greenwood (K19) and Roland Greenwood (Kay. of the
legally enlisted fellows in our group need numbers, they should write me if they are bona fide.

We have been able to procure 2 more pants for our larger fellows (I think they just got stretched
out with the bloat).No matter, they cleaned up nice.

There has been a large call for our unit gear and | have undertaken to make sure that they are
cleanand some sewing done where they have been stretchedNbinaskin where you boys

been getting them from after the battle as long as they don't have too many holes ods#tins.

can't let them sit around too long aftdrhave a special tote sackrfthem with pine chips until

they get in some good | ye sodadonésackMitekvardssnotr e y o
theficlean goodssack.

The mules seem to be getting smaller or none at all, so we have shortened up our ridge poles
with a conmction piece.This way they ride both sides dfe mule or it breaks down intocarry
stretcher with the tent on itYou and your pard can carry fixins and gear in to our camp that way
without getting all tangled upTwo of our company tents have bedgone so far and the thiid

in progress with Pvt Rodriguez getting the last connector from a local blackshtittve 2 of

the company tents and Cpl Giminaro has one.

Pvt Rodriguez is also getting one of our large size brogans repaired as a seéh&cedimpany.
One of our best horses went into the last issued set of brogans, but there wasn't enough to finish
out that pair (Mister, here's your mule).

It appears that Cpl Butler from one of the other companies had good luck with some of the
German Yakees (sent in from New York City!) captured during the last campaign at Hogs
Town. The Yankees thought they whipped the entire Confederate Army when they marched into
town and started stealing silverware and chickelbhsvas only the local militia though/Vhen

our regular boys showed up and gave em a whupping, the Yeatkest looked like a peddler's
wagon on fire and the horses headed for the b@&iritkens, silverware and fancy goods littered

the roads and bushes for miles headed out of todwryway, the Cpl sold our company10 cans

of German musket caps. We sell them back at $8 a can to be able to buy more later.

We have more of the rolled cartridges made up for the company from a Richmond shipment of
powder we receivedOne can was set aside farrccompany roundsThey are in the 10 pack
brown wrappers, which we need back after they are used.

Uniforms are available but a word of caution about the hatey are on the small size. You
smart fellas with the large heads should probably bring gongeof your own that fits.John
Mitchell said that he may consider making some nice hats that go back to the Seminole Indian
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War times. Those are some fine hats John, be proud to buy and ownl biage a short wagon
and mule that eats less hay sod kquest that | be notified in advance of any equipment
requirements with sized.also prepare the equipment issue receipts that way too.

Regards,

Gary Newman, Pwvt,
Quartermaster, CSA

X Article 1 Let ters to Anna Jane Clark T Part 10

Captain Robert Blair SmittCommandedCompany K of the "7 Florida
Infantry. During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Ant
Jane Clark of Social Circle, &rgia, whom he later married. Captain
S mi t h 6-greatggraeddaughter, Madame Marguerite Mcinteer, has
permitted your servant to +grint them in the newsletter. This multipart
article contintes in this issue withéh t ent h | ah 188371
Editor.

Hd Qrs Knoxville Tenn. June 25863
Dear Friend Anna,

Your favor of the 19 inst. was retyesterday. It would have been here much sooner but the
enemy made a raid into East Tenn. & destroyed a portion of the R.R. between this point &
Dalton,which detained the train a couple of days.

They came quite unexpectedly, for they were within 12 miles of this place before we knew any
thing about their presence. Their forces numbered about 3 thousand, well mounted cavalry &
infantry.

Their clothingwas excellent and general appearance quite imposing especially when they first
advanced in line of battle to make the attack. They threw out a long line ofstwaniers,
supported on either flank and in the center by heavy bodies of cavalry.

Their depbyments were excellent, and advance gsitblimeand lookedheroic but when we
opened fire upon them they faltered & in less than one hour they had their whole line in
confusion; but very soon they rallied and formed again but not so imposing as at first

We had but two small regiments to oppose them viz. the &th Florida and one company of
Artillery. The Yanks made a bold attempt to out flank us but our boys double quicked it about
one mile & prevented that. As soon as they found they could noéad in that, they gave up

the fight & withdrew.

The fight lasted about two & one half hours, during which time | never saw a man falter, but on
the contrary all were eager for the fight & tried to excel each other in acts of daring & feats of
bravery.

Certainly the Florida boys fight well & I am truly glad we have had a chance to proggiour

think the fight was a very small affair but yet, the fire of the enemy was quite severe & what was
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the worst feature,& made it harder to endure was that §mod while we could not return it. It
is very hard to get men to endure such a fire.

| was officer of the day & the Coln __ appointed me his aide. | was well mounted and had to
visit the entire line several times during the engagement & when @mtower, was sent in
command of a reconnoitering party, to discover if possible the direction the enemy had taken.
We found out that they had taken the road to Strawberry Plains which place they subsequently
took and burned the large bridge at that plaEleat bridge was a severe loss to the Confederacy
for it cuts off communication with the Eastern Army. It will take three months to rebuild the
same.

Ever since the fight we have been in line of the battle expecting the enemy to come back but as
yet they have not come.

I have just this moment recd6d orders to repo
command. | expect a move is on hand.

| was glad to receive your last letter for | began to think you had determimgdd¢mo more |
would gladly assist you if | could, with your composition, but really, | expect you can write
about as well, if not better, than | can.

It would be a great treat to me to get permission to go & see you about the time your concert
comes off.

| have never had éhpleasure of seeing the young ladies of the Caxleabitthemselves

Please think of me once in a while. Did the shoes fit? | thought they would be very nice for the
concert especially if you have to weakarseydress &brown stockings

My love to all. Kiss your little fingers for me.
Your true friend& well wisher,
Robt. B. S.

P.S. When the Yanks came | burnt all my letters, so yours had to go also.



x Olustee T Photos from the Field

Taking the Field
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Forming the Square
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Standing Tall in the Face of the Enemy

Taking Punishment
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