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 Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the March edition of your newsletter.  Olustee has come and gone and despite the 

weather on Friday I believe it was one of our finest efforts.  Those who made the trek north were 

outstanding.  My thanks to Corporal Reynolds for keeping the fire burning all night, despite 

temperatures in the low 30ôs the good corporal was sweating the entire time.  Only Burt could 

accomplish that particular and peculiar task with such skill. 

 

March is upon us and our season is, sadly, winding to its inevitable close but a few possibilities 

remain for us to, once again, shine in the face of the enemy. 

 

Be sure to check out the last page of the newsletter for a mystery that requires all of our efforts to 

solve.  Is it or isnôt it the High Private?  And if it is, whatôs he doing up in Tennessee without us?  

Thanks to Richard Hague for bringing this to our attention.  Also, my gratitude goes out to Scott 

Jenkins for sending me a great picture of Burt holding up a tree which you will find in the 1
st
 

Sergeantôs Journal. 

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

 Presidential Pontifications    
                                  

It came from the North. It stormed over the Confederacy, causing 

massive disruption in its wake.  Nothing could stop it. With all the 

Southland in its icy grip, it plunged like a dagger across the 

Georgia boarder into the heart of Florida, destroying our crops and 

forcing even the bravest to cower in their homes. And worst of all, 

it settled in for a brutal occupation!  Winter invades Florida! So, as 

you sit in your favorite chair, wrapped in your greatcoat to keep 

warm, let us think ahead to warmer times. Ah yes...summer, and 

our annual company summer "get-togethers". This year, in addition 

to our usual drill, raffles, and company meeting, we will include 

instruction in both weapon cleaning and the proper rolling of cartridges. 

In order to refill the companyôs supply of cartridges, donations of pre-rolled tubes would be 

welcomed, as would anything for our ever-popular raffles. Watch for the dates and time of our 

Summer Meetings to be posted here in our newsletter soon.   

              

Yr Obdt Srvt,  

1st Cpl. Russell Mouser 

Pres. 7th Fl. Co. K 
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 The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

March 2010 

Thanks to those who were brave enough to come to 

Olustee after all the nasty weather reports, prior to the 

event. There was some truth to those reports, though. I got 

there on Thurs. to beat the precipitation. That night it 

started to rain at 2 AM and didn't stop until a short break about 12 hrs later. My tent was so 

soaked that it stated to leak in numerous places. My rain ponchos became part of my tent. I was 

miserable all day Friday. The park service shut down all of the roads because they became mud 

bogging pits. Luckily, someone had the great idea to use the park gators to ferry in the 

reenactor's equipage. And finally the rain stopped. 

Those in attendance had a first time at Olustee experience, it snowed. It was only a couple of 15 

min. flurries, but that had never occurred in the 21 years I had been attending. 

The wind during the parade was a bit brisk, but the march was the best I had participated in at 

this event. We only stopped 3 times along the route, which was a great improvement over all of 

our past experiences. 

Weather reports were responsible for our low turnout, but ñThe Virginiansò helped increase our 

ranks. We really enjoy their presence in our line. 

Both days battles were very spirited. On Saturday, we suffered extreme casualties. The Yankee 

fire was so fierce that Cpl. Reynolds became Capt. Reynolds for a while. Unfortunately, that 

promotion ended in his death and the company was reduced to 3-4 survivors. 

Sunday saw our company as the top of the square. We first engaged the Yankee Cavalry with our 

bayonets fixed and a great company volley. Shortly thereafter, a shell dumped a lot of dirt and 

human remains on us and we thought it best to skedaddle. After regrouping in the woods, we 

became part of the left wing of the Army and experienced hot and heavy fighting. Eventually we 

did a battalion right wheel and rolled up the Yankee line. Last we saw of them was their forked 

tails running back to Jacksonville.  

As most of you know by now, Roger and Mary Statzer have had a couple of setbacks in their 

modern lives. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. I look forward to seeing them 

around our campfire again. 

As I write, it's snowing AGAIN. I can't wait to head south to Bentonville in a couple of weeks. 

Hopefully, our company and our battalion will have a good showing at this every-five-year 

event. 

Until we meet again, take care. 

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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          The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  
 
Men of Company K, 

 

I pray that all are well and sufficiently thawed out after the 

successful conclusion of the Olustee campaign.  I will dispense 

with an action report as Capt. Fletcher has done so in his entry to 

this newsletter.  I will, instead, send along my sincerest thanks and 

deep admiration to those who were on duty and served valiantly 

during said campaign: 

 

Sgt. J. Mitchell, Cpl. B. Reynolds, Cpl. M. Tran, Pvt. L. Ross, Pvt. S. McCrary, Pvt. B. McCrary, 

Pvt. T. Borkus, Pvt. S. Jenkins, Pvt. D. Davis, Pvt. A. Davis, Pvt. C. Hendrix, Pvt. D. Hendrix, 

Pvt. R. Greenwood, Pvt. D. Greenwood, Pvt. R. Heisler, Pvt. S. Brown, Nurse J. Debiec. 

 

 

 

 

                            
                         Corporal Reynolds:  Asleep but always vigilant                                           Corporal Tran          
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                       Captain Fletcher                                                     Private Brown                                                    Private Greenwood 
 

    
                        General Jessee inspecting the first company                                                         The Florida Battalion of Infantry 

 

                                 
                                                                                                         First Company                    


