~7th Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry '~‘-
Company K

OFFICIAL BULLETIN for APRIL, 2008

In this Issue —

2® From the Editor

p® Presidential Pontifications

® The Captain®s Deg| #

9® The1stSer geant s Joff

2® The Quartermaster Report

2% Comments from the Rank &
File

a® Article - “ ,Howling Dervishes Dancing And Kicking
Around | n Ou+Th&Behav®? of Soldiers
Wounded in Battle” Part 3

® Article-“ Mus ket AmmunOntei cAimat eur “s Gui de
To ,Rolling Your Own " " Part 3

W Upcoming Events 7" Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry

r Coming Next Month Company K

2® WANTED - To Buy/Sell/Trade Civilian Board

President: Russell Mouser
mouserfla@webtv.net

p® From the Editor
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March has positively fl own bjy! A ot o t h g
experienced has been due in no small part to the requirements of Secretary: Keith Van Leuven
my freal o job, the details o WHhyanieuygn@tgmpghay-r.com -

Treasurer: Tom Giminaro
However, there have been a couple of things regarding my Tgiminaro@yahoo.com
fipassiond (fobsessiond, to a I QuaRdnhasteMHus®ll Fotked T @
transpired, and 16d |ike to a k e miushiflgdgebey.netf e w
you.

Officers & NCOs

You may recollect my having pined about wr
hi st ®ee Me@mber 2007 IssuieEditor). | have in fact been e coraning
Apl ayingo with this for the ast few mont hs

1% Sergeant Keith Van Leuven

. . . . Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
I received an email from an address that | did not recognize, the

subject of which was fdletter . 2" Serpgagt Mathew/Stegrman
email has on occasion had they very nasty tendency to cause guardian77@hotmail.com
probl ems with oneds computer
little hairs on the back of
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for some reason, this particular email did quitest r i ke me as fAone of thoseo. S
opened it upéand got a very | arge and pleasant su
wr o tjest faind and transcribed a number of letters that my egesat grandfather Capt. Robert

Blair Smith of Company K wrote during the war to the girl he later married. Let me know if you are
interested in Geatiegrehdmos, Il coul dnodét type a r

Seems that this very kind and genteel lady was doing some research regarding her great, great
grandfather, happened across our website, and contacted me with her very gracious and generous offer.
This turned into a most delightful exchange of correspondence, in which | have received not only the

transcript dheshasofafl sroepdovi ded a fAbiographical s k
prepared by her father. I n exchange for Madame M
for Floridadébs CSA Pension Applications.

There are even more twists and pleasant surprises in the exchanges between Madame Mclnteer and your

servant . Suffice it to say that Madame Mclnteer
biographical sketch AND his letters in our Newsletter. So over the next several editions, it will be my

honor and a great pleasure to share these documen
proffer my deepest gratitude to Madame Mclnteer, not only for her generosity in providing the

documents, but f or atdregaodingitje Gompany fistoayr t i ngo my ef f or

This edition contains the conclusi on oviounddad . Kevi n
sol diers. I had a very wonderful exchange of <cor
Rifles), touching on a great many subjects regarding reenacting. In point of fact, he is in a way
responsible for my pursuing fAithe next |l evel d in p
have my deepest and abiding respect and admiration for taking the time to shed light on some things that

| 6d never consideredéas well as clarifying some o

|l 6ve been keeping tabs o n"Gettskurg @ ampleaseytdrsportthatg i st r at
we have 28 f witheishatsvintothéringe Astofi28 March, re-enactor registration for the

Gettysburg 145th National Civil War Reenactment now exceeds 10,000 registered reenactors. To honor

the request of numerous units that have not officially met this year, registration will be extended for a

limited time to allow those units to participate. The registration fee beginning March 16, 2008 is $25. The

Gettysburg Anniversary Committee reserves the right to discontinue or curtail registration at any

time. There will be no walk-ons for this event. Substitutions and other changes to your registration will

be allowed until June 1st. All substitutions/changes to registrations must be made in writing via email or

mail by the individual that submitted the registration. Substitutions will not be permitted at the event site.

So if you thought it was too late and would like to attend, there is still an opportunity.

With respect &c, | am
Your Humble Servant,
2" Sergeant Mat Sterman

2® Presidential Pontifications

Greetings, All! Spring is upon us, and the month of April offers many Confederate heritage
events, both here and throughout the South. Like a few of you, I will be doing a living history
presentation for a local school.



The company will be gathering in New Port Richey for the Anclote River Raid April 18" 1 20™.
We are Federal all weekend, and we all camp together in modern camp. We will have an
important company meeting Saturday after the battle to discuss Gettysburg, among other things.
Drinks and snacks will be provided.

Please keep in mind the Battle of Resaca, May 16™ i 18", and our very important June drill at
Veterans Park on Saturday, June 14™. Then...on to Gettysburg!!!

Your Obedient Servant,

Corporal Russell Mouser

President,

Company K, 7" Fla Vol. Inf. C.S.A.

® The Captain®s Desk !

Captain Fletcher has been called to Richmond to

attend to some matters of no small importance. He has
asked that | convey his regards, and he hopes to be ableto .
resume written i nfBULLEAN I O_E_ji_

With respect &c, | am
Your Humble Servant,
Corporal Mat Sterman

9® TherstSer geant " sl- Apriln863
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K,

| have been very satisfied by our performance during the most recent
campaign to free our beloved Florida from the clutches of the
northern invaders. The job, however, is yet to be completed as they
are again on the move to the west, central coast of our state. When
orders to march are received, we shall move to intercept the enemy
and, through the grace of Jehovah, finally hurl them back to their
ships and out of Florida.

It is expected that, once Florida is safe, we shall move north with General Lee and the Army of
Northern Virginia to take the war to northern soil. The Florida Battalion will do its duty and
Company K will, undoubtedly, be in the thick of whatever mischief the Yankees have in store for
our army once they determine that we are on the move.

That brings me to the point of this letter. This upcoming campaign is critical to the future of our
country. It will be an ambitious campaign simply from the standpoint of moving the Florida
Battalion from Florida to join up with the ANV before they are engaged in battle. We must



march as we have never marched before and still find the time and energy to drill our new men
so they will be prepared to fight when the time comes. Our non-commissioned officers, despite
their skill, will have a very difficult job keeping the company intact on such a long and
challenging march and when camp is reached they will be very busy seeing to the needs of our
exhausted men. They will have precious little time to drill new men sufficiently.

Therefore, it is expected that our veterans will, regardless of rank, take an active role in the

training of our new recruits. |l f you have Ainvite
you must assist in their training, preferably before the march commences. See to it that they are

proficient in the following:

e Manual of Arms (order, shoulder, right shoulder shift, support, port, in-place rest, parade
rest, present, etc.)

e Loading and Firing Commands

If our recruits are knowledgeable about these topics, before we arrive at our destination, it will

all ow the NCOs0O t he fotthe mae titheccongumire) ssaes of drill, fueh r ec r u
as the evolutions of the company (forming the company, right/left face, by company into line, on

the right by files into line, etc). How you accomplish this task | will leave up to your individual

discretion. All I require is that you make sure any new recruit that you brought into our ranks is

prepared, as much as possible, for what | believe will be the most difficult campaign of the war.

I have complete confidence that you will make this task a reality and, as a result, we will be

successful in our endeavor to be free, once and for all, from the usurpations of an invader intent

on stealing that freedom our forefathers fought so gallantly and sacrificed so much to attain.

Respectfully Submitted,
1% Sergeant VVan Leuven

2% The Quartermaster Report

We wi | | be gathering soon f or -Yankeea |An cweoetkee nRd ov,
you are in need of uniformage or equipment, please contact me WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE

EVENT! With several fresh fish anxious to "get wet" and practice for Gettysburg, we expect a

good turnout, so supplies will be tight. We will discuss the distribution of supplies for

Gettysburg at our Company meeting after Satur

We are in the process of ordering powder, and with the high demand, it will go quickly.

With our summer drills on the horizon, we are seeking donations for our raffles, also history and
WBTS magazines for our magazine-give-aways.

Thank You,
Acting QM (reluctant), Corporal Russell Mouser



2® Comments from the Rank & File

AOnce again very good. Any out f i tLiewenantWds be pr
Houston, Aid-D-Camp to General Jessee

Sir, | am once again honored to receive your attention and the kindness of your
sentimats regarding my humble efforts. | shall endeavor to continue to be worthy of them both.

2® Article - * Hpwling Dervishes Dancing And Kicking
Around | n Ou+Th&Behav®? of Soldiers
Wounded i n -BPartg, by Kevin O Beirne,
Columbia Rifles

(Exactly how one portrays reacting to a serious injury requires both study and some imagination.
Thearticle concludes with this third in a series of three parts. It is reprinted herein with the
aut hor 6 s TEdtormi ssi on.

Implications for Reenactors

Whil e the Abattled i s undoubtedly the highlig

of battle casualties usually doesndt square w
battle lines fire away and a man drops from the ranks here and there, usually to never move again

until the end of the fAbattleo, and few i f any
there are a few fellows | imping the rear usin
over, thefieldisli t t er ed with Adeado bodies.

In reality, the casualties of a Civil War battle moved, crawled, writhed, screamed, called out for

help, and were given water and otherwise succored to by their friends. Every casualty was not

necessarily knocked down by the bullet, and the number of men killed outright was fairly small

compared to the number of ambulatory wounded. Battle reenactments should typically have

more fAwoundedo stumbling or crawling to the r
battle casualties per the historical record, as presented in this essay and other first-person

accounts.

Exactly how one portrays reacting to a serious injury requires both study and some imagination.
Certainly reenactors can study films of modern warfare but shouldc onsi der t hat a mal

reaction to being hit withamodernhigh-vel oci ty bul l et is different
bring struck with a slow-moving, ponderous minie ball or canister projectile. A modern bullet,
despite its comparatively smalld i a met er , has enough force to #fir

the ground; in contrast, how Civil War soldiers reacted to being shot is described above.

A Civil War soldierdés reaction to being wound
wound,t he mands psychol ogi cal condi tion, and oth
and traumatic moment when the reenactor is, of course, not actually wounded requires a bit of,



well, acting ability. It also requires knowledge of how soldiers behaved when wounded, and the
resolve to keep the portrayal going for |o
wounded may f eel somewhat foolish while he
good portrayal immeasurably improves the experience for those who see it.

nge
0s

A reenactor impediment to presenting a more-realistic portrayal of wounded mend other than the

obvious fact that reenactments have no real danger and no battle woundsd is the very

under standabl e r el uressionistto &andorf partaof liswearomihe Beld.o i mp
Certainly a number of wounded soldiers, including some with serious injuries, made it off the

field with large parts of their kit, including leathers, camp equipage (haversack, canteen, and

knapsack or blanket roll), and even weapons.

To head to the rear, of all his gear, wounded soldiers seem to have been most likely to first

abandon their long-arm because of its weight; conversely, the long-arm is the most expensive

part of a r e ehaienoarenactordeaskwiantstobose.dPre-i® at t 1 eo pl anni
do a | ot to address this conundrum: arrange Ww
carry it back to camp, or add a sticker or tag to your long-arm with your name and the group you

are serving with that weekend. If any of this makes you uncomfortable, then simply portray a

soldier who left the field still bearing his weapon.

Here are some obvious fidondtso relative to po
e Forseveral obvious safetyreasons, avoid Ataking a hito wi
e Portray a wounded soldier, not one killed on the spot.
e When going to the rear, avoid the extremely hackneyed portrayal of a soldier limping
along using his musket as a crutch. While it happened in the Civil War, it is also pretty

likely some other fellow will also be doing it.

e If portraying a supine casualty, do not prop your torso up on your elbows to watch the
Abattl eod. |l nstead, concentrate on proper|l

e Takingphotogr aphs whil e Awoundedo is certainly t

e Avoid joking around wintoh novatthteerr fhwow ntdheed Ofi bna
and regardless of what you see amongst the event spectators.

These things shoul d be anvtoeveot spettatdvsend ethers e it 6 s r

reenactors when ficasualtieso do not take thei

the innate drama of the historical event and sacrifices being portrayed.

Another facet to portraying the awful aspectsofaCi v i | War battlefield is t

makeupo, often call ed-nmguyloage (Whridnro uan cdeed,aiflM
moulage techniques is beyond the scope of this essay, it bears mentioning that entire manuals
have been written on the topic for use by reenactors of various time periods, amateur filmmakers,



and emergency response services th®3at stage fm

Moulage can be a fairly sophisticated art and requires some knowledge of battle wounds and
anatomyad it is certainly much more complex than the reenactor who smears fake blood on his
head or uniform. Properly applied moulage can add a startlingly realistic (and sometimes quite
disgusting) bent to the portrayal of wounded soldiers and post-battle field hospitals.

The majority of materials required for effective moulage are fairly common and often

inexpensive, including various types of homemade blood (flowing vs. clotting), theatrical wax

used t o cr e aicaoredipantyhose @ssddo,quicklkapplypre-made fAwoundso t
limbs), and other materials. However, more sophisticated moulage tools can be expensive,
including perforated uniforms stained with #fAb
severed limbs, and other implements of simulated gore.

Whil e not al/l Abattl eo portrayals require or
items in the reenactoro6és arsenal for crafting

Portraying wounded men in a manner consistent with the historical record brings home the
carnage of battle, and provides a better, more educational and more realistic living history
experience for the ficasualtyo, the men in the

Conclusions

The topic of Federal soldiers in battle is a broad indeed and has been the subject of more than

onefull-l ength study. For additional information,
Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of Combat (Lawrence KS: University Press of Kansas,

1997).
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p® Article-" Mus ket AmmunGntei cAmat eur s Gui de
», Rol Il i ng Ye®ar ObyesrdSergeant Mat
Sterman, Company K, 7t Florida

Now that youdbve had some pract maybe

rounds (See Part 2, March 2008Editor) , we 6r e ready wr app
those rascal s. First, youodre g S 0me
probably already have in your ammunition rolling kit (See Part 1,

February 20089 Editor) . The two Anew addi your
rolling kit will be:

1. A block of wood, measuring 2-7 / 8 67 /x8 2b/ &0 .1 This is used as
cartridge wrapper.

2. Wrapping paper,cuti n 40 x 90 rectangles (1l wuse ol d brc

But before you get started, read through the steps a few times to get familiar with them. 1 also

suggest you set yourself up to be comfortable
gochasing stuff. Donét forget Awor k
pl ywoodo, ESPECIALLY if youdre use t
kitchen/coffee table as your workbench.

STEP 1. Using a permanent mar
to,one of the2&7/80 edgeséyoudbve got eig

STEP 2. Takeoneofthe4 06 x 90 rectangles a
the |Iine that you drew on the
even with the perpendicular edge at the bottom of the block. Once you
have the wrapper lined up, hold it tightly with your left hand. By the
way, You may have noticed some
photoéwebll|l get to that.

STEP 3. Use your right hand t
There will be some overlap. Go ahead and keep wrapping, placing the
Afoverl apo under your thumb and
where the overlap ends with your thumb, and remove the overlap while
holding the starting point firmly as before.

STEP 4. Use your glue stick and apply a good cover on the exposed

paper between your thumb and t wood
than Anot enougho. By the way T nee
the paper at the topéput anoth t her
paper to which youbre applying, you?o



STEP 5. Use your | eft hand to
you just glued, and press it down FIRMLY for 10-20 seconds. When
you |l et it go AND it doreagyrfobthe c
next step.

STEP 6. I f you kept everythin
the wrapper even with the expo
wi || have about an inch (give

Aino extra srdaeppen the work sur
here is fold both of the fAshor
you have done that, then fold
short onesésort of |ike wrappi

STEP 7. Apply a liberal amount of glue stick to the remaining unfolded long flap. One you
have done this, set the glue stick aside. Use BOTH hands to fold the remaining long flap over,
and FIRMLY press the flap down. Hold the flap down, and turn the whole block upside down

R o
N -

and place it on the Achunk of pl yiWMARDH dor Now
56 seconds. Lift the wrapped block up, and i
for what can be the most vexing part.

STEP 8. Removethefor m from t he compl ete The
couple of ways t oi GENTLY bniths sealedend
of the wrapper until the form starts to emerge and then pull it out, or you
can attempt to apply Newtonos and i
the block is ejected, in similar manner as that used to get the last of the
ketchup out of a bottl e. (Per 6ve u

combination of both methodséjust deends on h
form is about staying wrapped). > -

STEP 9. Once you have the form and wrapper separated,y ou 6 r e
to start filling the wrapper with the rounds. Place the first round into the #
wrapper fAbulito end first. The
the empty spot where its neighbor is going to be placed in the next step.

STEP 10. Take the next round and place it alongside the first one you
pl aced. This round will be

the fAtail o laying (lying?) di
eighttogo é

10



STEP 11. Continue to pace the wi t h
alternating. Believe me, itéds ier |
Abulit endo first, then place mat e
about wrapped myself aroundthea x | e trying to p wor ds

picture says it much better than ). When you have the ten rounds in the
wrapper, set the whole shabeen aside.

STEP 12. Cuta24-i nch piece of the kitchenSedRaitlhe you u
February2008i Editor) . (I'f you dondét have it with you,
Set the string aside, but c¢close at hand and

STEP 13.(Thei St r o kin I®hoeqf Private Fred Strok, Company }3‘ I?Iorlda He told
me that hdiked my packaging, but
that it was dAkin
t hem. I was in
closed, and he opined that since the
package was tied anyway, leave thd
top unglued to make it easier to ope
Hebés right, henc
Pickthei wr apped r ou ‘ r : :
pl ace them on that #Achunk of plywoodo. Youodr
are gonna need BOTH handséwhich is why | had
Aisi mplyo cl ose t he puxloseddhgveapperionehe ramm&TERsE.y t ha't
And 7., but WITHOUT the glue.

STEP 14. Pl ace
roundso so that
package is perpendicular to the

length of the string. Using your free
hand, gather both of the free ends of
the string and gather them up over
the side of the package that faces you. - .
Twi st the package 1 turn. lto6ll be a good id

STEP 15. While keeping tension on the twine, flip the package over and rotate it % turn as you

ddin STEP 14. While continuing to hold tensia
you have a bit too much Abowd, you can adjust
Arolling your

concludes one amateur o6s way of

11



Itoldyouthat | 6d tal k about the Aprintingo on my wr

ammunition packs werenot marked, and them t ha
Aaut henticd (original) ammunition, ubesehseerdiyv
my packaging, | reckon know you my opinion.

happy. The mechanics of wrappers has progres
here, a trial there. | 1yowhowd dolite i nterested, I
There are some folks that will also note that

12 percussion caps enclosed with the rounds. Gentle readers, those who know me also know that

| spent the better part of my adultlife separating fAinitiatorso from
back together in close proximity, while indee
myself to doé fAmy bad. o

On a final not e, | 6d | i ke t o e girperofahs Golumbia d e e p
Rifles. He was very informative about the manner in which original ammunition was

manufactured, as well as its packaging. In point of fact, | have begun to take my

Arol ling/ packagingo skil | s uelinsvaryclangeparstohishey ar e)
interest and kindness in passing his knowledge along. For those of you who are likewise

inclined, you may find the following websites of great interest:

ACol umbia Rifles Compendi umo. Avail abl e for
http://www.columbiarifles.org/index.htm

AMaking Cartridgeso & AMaking Cartridges, Par
http://www.lazyjacks.org.uk/article.htm

AAfter the Battl e: F1r 6e d2e0r Oi 8cdk;s bfuF egd, e rNaolv eSrtbaenrd alr
http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/atb07_USInfStandardsRulesRegulations.doc

2% Upcoming Events

2008

April 12, 13, 2008. Parrish Train Raid (southwest Florida). For further information Contact
Barry King at king75thovi@aol.com

April 18-20,2008. The Anclote River Raid, Jay B Starkey Wilderness Park (New Port Richey,
FL). For information, contact AncloteRiverRaid@Yahoo.com

May 16-18,2008.144™ Anniversary Battle of Resaca (Resaca, GA). Information available at
http://www.georgiadivision.org/bor_reenactment.html

12
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May 17, 2008. (Saturday only event) Civil War Days skirmish at Heritage Village in Largo
Fla. For information, contact Lew Zerfadewz@knology.net or visit the Heritage Village
website ahttp://www.county.pinellas.org/heritage

June 7, 2008.Blue Gray Ball. (New Date - New Location to better accommodate more
dancers). Contact Reba Davidson at rebadeba@gmail.com for more information.

June 14, 2008.Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact Captain
Skip Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1% Sergeant Keith Van Leuven,
Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

July 4-6, 2008. 145" Gettysburg Anniversary Reenactment (Gettysburg, PA). For information,
visit the Battle of Gettysburg site at http://reenactor.gettysburgreenactment.com/index.htm -
FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT 17 MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

September 57, 2008. Battle of Tunnel Hill Civil War Reenactment (Tunnel Hill, GA). For
information, contact Ken Sumner, Phone: 678-247-4745, Email: MtnRifle@bellsouth.net, or
visit the Tunnel Hill Heritage Center at http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm

October 31, November 12, 2008 Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm, GA). For information, contact
Earl Zeckman at ezeckman@bellsouth.net or visit the Battle of Atlanta website at
www.atlantacampaign.com - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT 17 MAXIMUM
PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

November 2123, 2008. Battle of Horse Landing (Palatka, FL). For information, contact Dennis
Short at dennisshort@bellsouth.net or visit Rodeheaver Boys Ranch at
http://www.rbr.org/Battle_at Horse Landing - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i
MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

2009
February 13-15, 2009.145™ Battle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For information, visit the Battle

of Olustee site at http://battleofolustee.org/ - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i
MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

2® Coming Next Month

e Article-“ Facts About the Life of Captain

Captain Robert B. Smith commanded Company K of'tticfida Infantry. This

biographical sketch, compiled and written in 1973 by Mr. J. M. Reynolds for the descendents

Captain Smith, sheds some |ight on the
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e Book Review - “ A Strange and Blighted Land: Gettysburg,

the Aftermath of a Battle” by Gregory A. Coco This book isn't about

the battle of Gettysburg. It's about the price that was paid for that battle by the men who
fought it and the citizens of the town. The aftermath of Gettysburg was a nightmare beyond
imagination.

WANTED - To Buy/Sell/Trade

P®F Available for purchase, Navy Arms percussion caps for
rifle musWwebhgo capé pédr
for $11.50 per tin. Interested parties may communicate
any serious inquiry by correspondence to Sergeant John
Butler, Company I, 5" Florida Infantry.
catman6375@msn.com  (08/04/2007)

1 th

P& Private Paul Poropat of Company K, 7" Florida is
looking to ride share to 145" Gettysburg. If interested,
please contact Paul at 727-786-4317 (evenings) or paporopat@yahoo.com. (11/14/2007)

P® Avail able for purchase. AEasyspirito tent
Afisingle pieced ridge pole to be broken dow

Eds
transportation and storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installation instructions.
Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Private
Gary Newman, Company K, 7" Florida Infantry. travelingrebel53@yahoo.com
(11/14/2007)

P& WANTED T Used, reproduction Enfield bayonet. Condition NOT important. Please
contact Private Fred Strok of Company K, 7" Florida at 727-502-0230, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
weekdays, any time on weekends. Pleas e | eave a message i f he di
(03/12/2008)

P& Available for purchase, Bound Editions of Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol.I-XX (20
books) 1962-1982. $100 / OBO. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry
by correspondence to Corporal Russell Mouser, Company K, 7" Florida.
mouserfla@webtv.net -or- mousercompanyk@webtv.net (03/27/2008)
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