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× Notes fr om the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the April edition of your newsletter.  Thanks to Gary Newman for his photos of Fort Clinch 

and Scott Jenkins for his of the Fort De Soto event.  Thanks also to Joni Debiec for her article about 

Andersonville Revisited.  If I donôt use your submissions immediately, trust me, I will eventually.  I have 

some good ones of camp life at Gettysburg 2008 submitted by Chris Hendrix which Iôm planning on 

using for the July edition for the one year anniversary of the event.  Please keep them coming.   

 

We have received the following from Ruth Leferink regarding Dean.  Please remember him is your 

thoughts and prayers as he continues to heal from surgery. 
 
Dear All,  
 
Dean is home, will remain on IV antibiotics till mid April.  I shall learn, as he will too, from the nurse how to medicate 
him, in case his insurance won't cover a nurse here every day. I/we should be able to handle it. I'll take care of his 
wounds from the initial surgery.  Please continue your prayers for him. 
 
Thanks,  
Ruth M. Leferink 
 

As always, please remember Kevin Ogden as he serves our country.  Iôm sure he would appreciate a note 

and may be reached at:   

 
Ogden, Kevin 
351 MPCO 
FOB Marez 
APO AE 09334 
 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

× Company K  Business Meeting Minutes   
 
There was no business meeting in March.  The next business meeting will be on June 13

th
. 

 

 

× Presidential Pontifications                                     
         
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!!!      

                       

Greetings All! 

 

Please mark your calendars for our summer drills and company 

meetings at Veterans Park.  We will meet at 9am on Sat. June 13th, 

Sat. July 11th, and Sat. Aug. 8th. These are our most important (and 

well attended) gatherings of the year, a chance for new members to 

learn drill in a casual setting, and for veterans to compare notes after 

a long season and to fine tune our impression.  This is a great time 

for members and their families to participate in the "nuts and bolts" 

of running the company and make their voices heard.  Of course, 
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our summer raffles have become a company favorite...we are always seeking donations to keep them 

going.  Feel free to bring items to sell or trade.  Also, bring in those old history magazines for our 

magazine give-a-way. 

 

We meet at Veterans Park, off HWY 301, just south of the Fla. State Fairgrounds (by the canal) in 

Tampa, at 9am. Dress is modern, casual, with muskets, leathers, and canteens.  After drill, we will have 

our company meeting.  Cold drinks will be provided.  We will be done around noon. I hope to see all of 

you there!    

 

Yr Humble President,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser    

 

                                                                                      

× The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

April 2009 

  

A major effort is being put forth for the upcoming SCV 

flag/park dedication on the 25th.  Hopefully, as many as 

possible from our company can attend.  If so, please wear your 

best uniform, leathers, musket, and bring a full 

canteen.  Though it is spring, it has been very hot at some of 

the ceremonies that I have participated in, at this time of 

year.  Be prepared. 

 

I attended the Battle of Natural Bridge the first weekend in March.  This event is a nice change for 

me.  First of all, space wise it is the smallest event.  Secondly, I don't have the responsibilities of a 

company commander.  This means that I get to have some fun in the ranks.  I participate as a member of 

the Gadsden Grays.  We're former Seminole War and Mexican War veterans (read, old guys) who help 

save the state capital from the dastardly Union army. 

 

As a side note, I am also a member of the Natural Bridge Historical Society.  As a member, I was allowed 

to attend our yearly meeting at a very special location.  It was held on property that had just been 

purchased two weeks previously.  The NBHS, the state, and historical preservation groups, together, were 

able to purchase 55 acres of the original battlefield. This acquisition resulted from years of persistent 

dedication to save this hallowed land.  There is ongoing work to acquire more of the battlefield and 

surrounding land, as I write. 

 

In the future (next year, possibly), the reenactment will be held on part of this land.  First, archeological 

surveys and digs need to be done.  They always need Yankees at this event.  The Florida Battalion is 

planning to galvanize as a battalion next year for the 145th anniversary. 

 

I hope to see many of you on the 25th. 

 

Your Obt. Srvt, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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× The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

As I am feeling poorly due to over-work and fatigue and impatiently 

waiting for hospital call to sound, I will forego the usual discussions and 

will, instead, share the following article.  We have all heard of Hardeeôs, 

Gilhamôs, and Caseyôs Tactics but I doubt many have heard of 

Godfreyôs Rhymed Tactics which was published in 1862 and brings an 

entirely different view to learning our drill.  I pray you will enjoy it and I 

suspect you may be seeing more of it if it meets your approval. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                       Digitized by Google    
With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 
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× The Quartermaster ôs Report                            

 
Quartermaster Newman forwarded the following for your information: 
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× Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 11   
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna 

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. Captain 

Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has 

permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart 

article continues in this issue with the eleventh letter ñOctober 7th, 1863ò ï 

Editor. 

 

Camps near Chattanooga October 7
th
 1863 

 

Miss A. J. Clark 

Soc. Circle, Georgia 

 

My dear friend, 

 

Seated upon the ground for a chair with my company account book as a portable deskðmy 

knees as a table.  I shall attempt to ---- favor of the ïth inst which was most ----- by your humble 

friend about --- ----. 

 

You are not prompt enough in answering  --- --- letters., though you are so good at ---ing --- -----      

we soldiers are to hear from our dear friends you would not  keep me waiting so long. 

 

I too think that Genôl Longstreet is a man of taste and paid you a very deserving compliment, for 

me and the general, we are of the same opinion.  You are very sweet & ---- when you wish to be. 

& I for one --- you ------ 

Do you ever look sour & cross, --------.  If you do you have a splendid knack of concealing it.  I 

think you are not P--- with any of those ----- 

Now donôt think me impertinent, in      

 

Indeed it is providential  interference that  saved myself  company & to my Heavenly father I 

return my heartfelt thanks and praise.  I am altogether unworthy of such blessings and I wish to 

humble myself before Him. for I feel that I have been proud, wicked  & I --- heretofore.    Just 

now I have a great many sick men in my regt & I almost as though I --- --- soon be --- the 

number.     

The weather has been extremely inclement cold, rainy & northern winds making our outdoor 

living very uncomfortable; and we also have had to work in mud and water day & night building 

fortifications. The cold of winter is fast approaching, indicated by the frosty mornings & the ----- 

leaves. 

 

I did & still do think a great deal of your dear friend Susie, but I --- only in sport, when I wrote 

what I did.  I very well know though that you would intentionally misconstrue my meaning.   

 

I am glad you saw & were pleased with my friend ___ Wilson.  He is a brave gallant fellow ------

upon the battle field of Chickamauga.   I am truly sorry your pa has gone into the service but if 

he has come --- farther than Rome he has seen --- hardships.  I donôt want any of my family to ---

for they will find --- great ---- I assure them.  



7 

 

I am truly sorry I could not keep the Yank Colns horse to send to you for he was a noble fellow.  

Coln --- has him now. 

 

What are you doing now?    Has father returned to the army yet?  Is your father going to remain 

in the service?   

 

On the 20th of last month Capt. McConnell of the regt passed your house & took dinner there.  

He knows you & would have spoken to you but he said he had no time.  He said you were 

standing, looking out of the window & was greatly pleased at your appearance.  In short said 

ñyou were as pretty as red shoes.ò   He knew you from what he had heard me say about you.  

Now donôt! please donôt!  

 

Now for the news from the front. 

 

Last Monday the 6
th
,inst, we shelled the enemy right briskly, he replying slowly.   We had __ 

men wounded.  I donôt know the loss of the Yankees.  Yesterday they shelled us a while & we 

seldom notice them.  This morning they are at it again but it amounts                                                                                                                                                  

to nothing.   

 

I believe Rosecrance is being strongly reinforced, it would be folly to storm the breastworks. 

Now for they are formidable. 

 

Rosencrance   ---- 

And he will remain é all his reinforcements & then he will make a flank movement towards 

Rome, Ga again & the battle of Chickamauga will have to be fought ---. 

 

That is the most probable indication just now.  

 

The next fight might not --- off this side of Rome & then if we whip them they will not be able to 

get back to the strong holds in the mountains, but ---be able to capture the whole of -------- whip 

them. 

 

The report is that our brigade is going to Mobile.  I place but little confidence in that report.  

 

Please ---- ---- --  Sister.   

My love to all. 

 

God bless you dear Anna is the daily prayer from your true friend, 

 

Robert 
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× Confederate Memorial Park & Flag Dedication  ï April 25  
 

Our SCV brothers are inviting all who are available to 

celebrate the dedication of the Confederate Memorial 

Park.  Those able to attend should be prepared to 

present themselves in their best uniform, with rifle 

and trap as a salute will be fired.  Additional 

information as to Company Kôs participation will be 

forwarded by e-mail as it is obtained.  

 

Directions 

 Interstate 75 traveling north: 

Exit at the last exit, one mile before the I-4/I-75 

interstate junction, at Martin Luther King Blvd. (Hwy. 

574), go west to Falkenburg Road.  Turn right (north) 

at the light at Falkenburg and the second light will be 

Hwy. 92.  Turn right (east) and the park is on the left 

immediately before and at the Interstate. 

 Interstate 75 traveling south: 

Travel through the I-4/I-75 interstate junction and take the first exit from Interstate 75 at Martin 

Luther King Blvd. (Hwy. 574), go west to the light at Falkenburg Road.  Turn right (north) on 

Falkenburg and the second light will be Hwy. 92.  Turn right (east) and the park is on the left 

immediately before and at the Interstate. 

 Interstate 4 traveling east: 

Take the 301/92 exit exactly 2 miles west of the I-4/I-75 junction. Follow the road signs taking 

you to Hwy 92 traveling east.  Stay on Hwy 92 and the park is on the left right before and at the 

Interstate. 

 Interstate 4 traveling west: 

Exactly one mile before the I-4/I-75 junction, exit at the Mango exit (Hwy 579).  Go south a few 

hundred yards to the light at Hwy 92.  Turn right (west), go through one light and the interstate 

and flag will be visible.  The park is immediately west of the interstate overpass and on the right. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


