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From the Editor 
 
Gentle readers, this edition marks my one-year anniversary as 

the editor of YOUR newsletter.   At the company meeting in 

April, I offered to step down and give anybody interested and 

so-inclined the opportunity to try their hand.  Seems that 

everyone present at the meeting was of the opinion that, ―…it 

ain‘t broke, so it don‘t need fixin‘.‖  I also received some very 

nice remarks about my humble efforts, for which I am extremely 

grateful.  It is a great honor to be entrusted with the 

responsibility, and a pleasure (mostly) to put together something 

that you find worth the effort of reading. 

 

There are a number of members who have contributed articles, photographs, and book reviews over the 

past year…1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven, Corporal Keenan, Corporal Mouser, Private Gibson, and Private 

Newman.  Private Gibson was also instrumental in directing my attention to Mr. Kevin O‘Beirne of the 

Columbia Rifles, who permitted me to reprint an article.  Ms. Marguerite McInteer is the great, great 

granddaughter of Robert Blair Smith, who was the Captain of Company K.  She not only allowed me to 
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print the Captain‘s biography (see “Facts About the Life of Captain Robert Blair Smith” in this edition – 

Editor), she has also permitted the reprint of transcripts of several of his letters. I owe a very great debt, to 

all of you, for your time, effort, interest, and permission.  For every one that reads this, please take a 

moment the next time you see any of the contributors to thank them…THEY are the folks who make 

YOUR newsletter what it is. 

 

With respect &c, I am 

Your Humble Servant, 

2
nd

 Sergeant Mat Sterman 

 
Florida Battalion Annual Business Meeting Minutes 

 
Florida Battalion of Infantry  

March 12th, 2008,  
Dade Battlefield Park, Bushnell, Florida 

 
Attendees; Gen‘l. T. Jessee, Col. D. Bowman, Col. F. Swartz, Lt. Col J. Permane, 

Maj. M. Rominger, Maj. R. Statzer, Capt. S. Fletcher, Capt. D. Short, Capt.,R. Simmons, 1
st
 Lt. R. 

Flaniken, 1
st
 Lt. P. Adkins, Sgt. Maj. G. Hoggard, 1

st
. Sgt. W. Evans, A. Roberts 

 

The meeting was called to order and an invocation offered by Col. D. Bowman. 

 

Items of immediate importance! 

145
th
 Gettysburg: 

 

Each company reported good enlistments as indicated on the registration site.  A copy of General Kings‘ 

registration was handed out with 117 enlistees  from the Florida Battalion.  Numerous others are currently 

listed on the event registration site are in addition to this copy.  

 

Substitutions for persons that have previously registered for the event that have subsequently found that 

they can not attend may be replaced and substituted by another individual provided it is accomplished 

through the Gettysburg registration committee, prior to the event.  Consult event web site for cut-off date 

at the following address: http://www.gettysburgreenactment.com/index.htm 

 

All company commanders are reminded to inform each person, military and civilian to bring 2 canteens 

and additional water in backpacks/haversacks to properly prepare themselves for the July Pennsylvania 

heat.  This is even with the water wagon being present. 

 

Company colors may be carried at the end and exit of the Gettysburg parade in town on Thursday 

provided that they were an authentic company actually at the original battle. 

 

145
th
 Chickamauga 

 

The 145
th
 Chickamauga event is now becoming a major item on our agenda with immediate requirements 

for company commanders to survey their men for participation possibilities.  The event is scheduled for 

September 19-21 ‘08 just a two months after Gettysburg, but, this event sounds like it will be very unique.  

General Jesse was asked by the event coordinators to command the Longstreet Corps movements at the 

event. 
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He has graciously agreed provided he can get enough support from the Florida Battalion to support this 

event in short order.  The unique opportunity we will be afforded is a train ride out of camp will take us 

away from, then back into the battle area during the reenactment as reinforcements to ultimately break the 

Federal line!  Commanders, please poll your men immediately as to whether they will be willing to 

support this event and General Jesse so that he may give these organizers a timely response.  Respond to 

this office or Maj. Statzer ASAP!  The registration currently is $15 but will soon rise.  Time is of the 

essence.  Web links are:  http://www.chickamaugacampaign.org and http://www.battleofchickamauga.net 

 

Items of Interest 

 

Colonel Bowman stated this past season went well with the Battalion and we needed to address the loss of 

Horse Landing along with setting our coming campaign calendar. 

 

General Jessee remarked the Florida Battalion was also doing well with a good turnout for the Olustee 

event and parade.  He also briefly discussed the change of overall command at Gettysburg.  Company 

commanders are asked to remind their men that the parade through Lake City at the Olustee event garners 

funding from the Blue/Grey Army for the Olustee Battlefield operations and preservation.  All members 

of the battalion are encouraged to continue to support this parade. 

 

Lt. Col. Permane mentioned a Battalion Quartermaster position is sought and currently open for 

applications.  Duties are to engage in assisting in setting up camp(s), coordinating hay and firewood 

distributions, and other duties assigned.  Any rank may apply.  Anyone interested should contact Col. 

Bowman or Lt. Col. Permane. 

 

Battalion insurance was discussed with most Companies responding in a timely manner.  All remaining 

Units need to send their rosters in a ―Word‖ electronic format along with $10.00 per person to be insured 

(military and civilian) to Maj. Statzer as soon as possible. 

 

Insurance cards were distributed to the company commanders for all battalion personnel who they have 

previously registered for coverage.  Anyone needing additional cards should contact Maj. Statzer for an 

electronic copy of the card file. 

 

George Hoggard has been promoted to Brigade Sergeant Major by General T. Jesse.  Congratulations to 

Sgt. Maj. Hoggard! 

 

Colonel Jim Gary is retiring from his position as Provost and will leave this position open for the time 

being.  He will be missed! 

 

Websites are one of the best recruiting tools that we have at our disposal.  It is highly recommended for 

all companies to set up and / or update their sites.  The Battalion site will be updated soon.  A good 

example of what can be done is Capt. Fletcher‘s newly revised site.  Sgt. Sterman has done an exceptional 

job. 

 

Discussion was held over the cancellation of the Horse Landing event and the reasons as to why.  In 

addition, a replacement event for that was talked over.  Capt. Short has contacted the commander of 

Camp Blanding near Middleburg, Fl. and they are now in negotiation for an event to (perhaps) have a 

start date of November 2009.  This will be a Florida Battalion production in lieu of just a 3
rd

 Florida Co. 

‗A‘ production as larger assistance is projected and needed.   

 

The battalion schedule was reviewed and discussed with some events stricken while others added.  It is 

requested that special attention be paid to the Resaca events this and next year.  This year it is on May 16-
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18 and next year will be an anniversary event.  The Florida Battalion normally supports the Resaca event 

as Federals. The new Battalion scheduled is listed below: 

 

Florida Battalion 

2008-2009 Campaign Calendar 

2008 

 

July 4, 5, 6, 2008       145
th
 Gettysburg, PA. 

Sept. 19, 20, 21, 2008  145
th
 Chickamauga, GA. 

Oct. 11, 12, 2008    Ft. Clinch, Fall Garrison 

Nov. 6, 7, 8, 2008    Atlanta @Nash Farms, GA. 

Nov., 2008   Horse Landing / Camp Blanding (TBA) 

Dec. 5, 6, 7, 2008  Hog Town 

 

2009 

 

Jan. 16, 17, 18, 2009   Brooksville Raid  

Feb. 13, 14, 15, 2009  145
th 

Olustee 

March 7, 8, 2009    Natural Bridge 

March, 2009    Ft. Clinch, Spring Garrison 

April 25, 26, 2009   Florida Battalion Annual Mtg. & Muster  

May. 2009   145
th
 Resaca, GA. 

Sept. 4, 5, 6, 2009  145
th
 Atlanta @Nash Farms, GA. 

 

Also we are requested to support the Atlanta event scheduled this year on November 6, 7, 8 with Gen. T. 

Jesse commanding the Confederate forces.  General Jesse will also be commanding the 145
th 

Battle of 

Atlanta at Nash Farms, scheduled for Sept. 4, 5, 6, 2009. 

 

Other schedule notes included a reminder us an additional day will be added to Olustee 2009 on Friday, 

adding a tactical due to this upcoming anniversary.  Please plan on arriving no later than Thursday for this 

special Olustee additional day. 

 

The Florida Battalion muster and business meeting has been combined and moved next year to April, 25 

& 26, 2009.  More information will be issued as the date approaches. 

 

 A Florida Battalion list of expectations of behavior, dress, drill, camp and military etiquette etc, will be 

looked into for publication to all commanders to disseminate to their men.  The 3
rd

 Fl. Co. ‗A‘ has such a 

packet now and Capt. Short will send an electronic copy to battalion H.Q. for review. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maj. Roger L. Statzer     1
st
 Lt. Pat Adkins 

Assistant Adjutant General    Assistant Adjutant General 

3
rd

 Brigade      1
st
 Battalion 

2
nd

 Division      3
rd

 Brigade 

Army of Tennessee     2
nd

 Division 

C.S.A.       Army of Tennessee 

       C.S.A. 
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Company K Business Meeting Minutes – April 2008 

 
7

th
 Florida Volunteer Infantry, Company K 

Meeting Minutes - April 19, 2008  

Anclote River Raid at J. B. Starkey Wilderness Park, New Port Richey, Florida 

 
Call to order by President Mouser. 

 

Invocation was given by Keith Van Leuven. 

 

Treasurer‘s Report was given by Tom Giminaro.  Tom reported the following expenses have been 

incurred:  The purchase of 25 lbs of black power and payment for the DoG insurance program.  Tom also 

reported that Company K is the only company in the Florida Battalion to have already paid for the 

insurance (Kudos to Tom and Russell). 

 

Quartermaster‘s Report was given by Russell Mouser.  Russell reported that all 25 lbs of powder has been 

sold and he recommended that an additional 25 lbs be purchased in time for our June drill.  He also 

reported that, due to medical issues, Fred Strok is no longer able to take the responsibility for the 

company rifles.  Tom Giminaro volunteered to pick up the rifles from Fred and transport them to events.   

 

New Business: 

 

Mat Sterman has taken over ownership and creative control of the Company K website.  He has since 

reorganized the website and all should check it out as he has done a terrific job.  Thanks Mat!  From this 

point forward Mat will be referred to as the Minister of Information. 

 

Discussion was held about making the 7
th
 New Hampshire our permanent Union impression instead of the 

7
th
 Tennessee as the 7

th
 NH was posted to Florida.  Harry Keenan made a motion (Burt Reynolds 

seconded the motion) that we postpone the discussion until the June drill to give us time to research the 

7
th
 Tennessee and their history.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Insurance cards were distributed to all in attendance.  Contact Russell if you need a card. 

 

Discussion was held about the importance of the medical forms and it will be required that everyone have 

a form on file with Russell as well as one in your cartridge box.  This is to be accomplished prior to 

Gettysburg and is non-negotiable.  Contact Russell if you need a form. 

 

The dates of our summer drills were announced and are as follows:  June 14, July 19 and August 16.  The 

drills are at Veteran‘s Park and will begin at 9:00am.  Drill will be followed by a Company meeting and 

should conclude no later than noon.  Russell reported that all loaner equipment for the Gettysburg 

campaign will be distributed at the June drill and will be turned back in at the July drill. 

 

Skip Fletcher reported on Gettysburg.  Skip stated that anyone participating in the Thursday march 

through Gettysburg must find their own transportation to and from the march.  General King will not be 

providing transportation.  Skip also stated that you must not depend on the event organizers to provide 

sufficient water or ice while on the field.  He encouraged all attending to either carry a second canteen or 

to fill your haversack with bottled water.  It will be hot and we must be prepared for long marches and 

heated battles. 
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Russell reported that Horse Landing has been permanently cancelled.  A variety of reasons were given for 

the cancellation, including increased expenses, decreased revenues, rude and complaining re-enactors, 

and alcohol bottles thrown into the woods and left for the kids at the boys ranch to clean up.  As a result 

of the loss of Horse Landing the Florida Battalion will host the new Hog Town event held in early 

December near Gainesville.  We will also push for greater support of the Atlanta event in early November. 

 

Russell discussed presenting Roger Statzer with a plaque to thank him for his years of service to 

Company K. 

 

Mat asked for help with the company newsletter from members.  He stated he needs articles, book 

reviews, suggestions, etc. so he can continue to produce a newsletter we can all be proud of.  (Mat has 

done a great job.  Let‘s support him.) 

 

Benediction was given by Bob Arrison. 

 
 

 The Captain’s Desk 
 

The event at Anclote was very well attended on Saturday.  We 

had a good time portraying Yankees.  Also, there was a twist to 

the drill on Saturday.  As we were helping to construct defenses, 

the Confederates attacked.  Luckily we were able to drive them 

off and finish our duties.  The Union forces made it very clear 

that they were happy to have us galvanize for the event. 

 

Sunday's attendance, though, was quite the disappointment.  Company strength was down about 60%.  I 

appreciate the effort by those that returned.  For a local event, I feel, that we would have had more 

participation on Sunday. 

 

We had two new members who were "marked" at Anclote, Dave and Chris Hendrix.  Both conducted 

themselves admirably on the field as they saw the elephant. 

 

Now, we have the wait and anticipation leading up to Gettysburg.  Remember to procure two canteens, if 

possible.  Bring extra water for camp, too.  There is no guarantee as to what the water situation will 

be.  Plan for a worst-case scenario.  If all arrive that have registered, we should have about 30 muskets in 

attendance for that national event. 

 

For those of you that have family members falling in with us, please direct them to the School of the 

Soldier website, so they will have some idea of what may be expected of them.  Even if they have 

reenacted in the past, it will be a plus for them to review.  Most of the drill that we will do there will be on 

the battalion or brigade level, so everyone needs to have the company drill down pat. 

 

Attendance for the June drill will be very important because it will be the last chance to focus on the 

company drill.  Those wishing to get equipment from the QM must also be in attendance at drill to fill out 

paperwork and pick up the loaner equipment. 

 

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher, commanding  
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The 1st Sergeant’s Journal – May 1864 

 
Soldiers (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

I pray this entry finds you all well, fit, and prepared to continue to stand 

firm in the defense of our country.  I was very pleased, as usual and 

expected, with our performance during the recent skirmish near the Anclote 

River basin.  We fought well and Captain Fletcher‘s aggressive leadership 

led us to charge and capture a squad of Marines.  We kept them only briefly 

before throwing them back in as they were not yet of legal size to keep.   

The episode resulted in some joyful laughter as we returned to our side of 

the fence we were defending prior to our charge and I‘m fully expecting 

will be discussed and chuckled about around the campfire for months to 

come.  This tale, however, regardless of its entertainment value, is not the topic of this particular journal 

entry. 

 

We are honored to welcome into our ranks Privates David and Christopher Hendrix.  May I state for the 

record that the Hendrix boys are the kind of recruits we desire to have should we wish to finally end this 

war with our eventual victory.  The particular quality, among their many qualities, that I, as the 1
st
 

Sergeant, appreciated the most was their willingness to learn and to be quiet while doing so.  Their 

ability to do those two simple but vital tasks allowed our NCO‘s to accomplish the required job of 

training them quickly and efficiently which ultimately increased the fighting effectiveness of our 

company. 

 

But, I fear I have yet to make myself clear as to exactly what I am attempting to communicate.  Simply 

put, we must be quiet while in the ranks.  For us to be able to function as a cohesive and effective fighting 

force we must be able to hear the commands of Captain Fletcher.  It was not overly difficult during this 

latest skirmish as we were of decreased numbers and our column and battle line was short.  Even so, there 

were a few times when the chatter among the men was distracting.  

 

The larger concern will be when we march north with the Army of Northern Virginia for the 

Pennsylvania campaign.  We will be functioning at nearly full strength and must be prepared for massive 

engagements, well beyond what most of us have experienced in terms of noise and chaos.  Our column 

will be longer and our battle line will be of increased length as well which will stretch the vocal 

capabilities of Captain Fletcher, the sergeants, and corporals to their absolute limit.  I must insist that the 

chatter in the lines be kept to a minimum.  If you have the energy to maintain a conversation with your 

comrades-in-arms while on the march or while in battle then I fully suspect you are not seeing to your 

non-battle related duties with the diligence and sweat expected.  As a result, those soldiers who are unable 

to keep their mouths under control will be given extra duty to the point of exhaustion.  

 

It is my hope and expectation that this will encourage each of us to an increased level of discipline while 

on the field of honor and will, with Jehovah‘s guidance and protection, lead us to victory and freedom 

from tyranny.  

 

Listen to council and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days.  Proverbs19:20 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 
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Comments from the Rank & File 

 
―As always, your publication is second to none.  Those of us who have attempted this task in the past 

stand humbly in your presence.‖   -  Major R. Statzer, AAG, 3
rd

 Brigade 

 

Sir, your servant is honored by your kind remarks vis-à-vis my humble scrivenings. - Editor 

 

―Thanks for your very kind words in the Seventh Florida‘s latest newsletter.  If you need some filler 

material, enclosed is an article I first wrote in about 1998 that has been updated a few times since—

mostly recently two years ago.  It‘s some basic tips on what soldiers really carried on campaign and 

includes some historical documentation supporting the suggested list of gear to carry in the march, and 

concludes with a short discussion on an experiment I did in weighing my kit and comparing it to the 

marching load (weight) real soldiers actually carried.  It mostly has a Federal angle to it, but it may be of 

interest to your readers anyway if you wish to use it.‖ – Kevin O‘Beirne, Columbia Rifles 
 

Mr. O’Beirne, you are way more than welcome, and THANK YOU for allowing me to re-print for our 

members your “BEHAVIOR OF WOUNDED SOLDIERS” article, AND for providing your article, 

“KNAPSACK AND HAVERSACK PACKING 101‖. With the unexpected provenance of the biography 

AND letters provided by the great-great granddaughter of our company's Captain Smith, it may be a few 

editions before I have space freed up for articles, but please rest assured that I shall be using it in the not-

too-distant future. - Editor 

  

 

Article – “Facts About the Life of Captain Robert Blair 
   Smith”, by Mr. J. M. Reynolds 
 
Captain Robert Blair Smith commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida Infantry.  This biographical sketch, 

researched and written in 1973 for his descendents, sheds some light on the life of our “original” 

company commander.  It is reprinted herein with the permission of Ms. Marguerite McInteer, the great-

great granddaughter of Captain Smith. – Editor 

 

―Captain Robert Blair Smith was born March 15, 1834 in Blairsville, Pennsylvania.  As a young man he 

visited a relative in Social Circle, Georgia located in Walton County.  Apparently liking the South, he 

soon moved to Sanford, Florida, lured there by stories of commercial farming probably in its infancy at 

that time.  He became involved in this activity for a few years.  Dates of these moves are not known, but 

he was in the South long enough to volunteer in the militia of this adopted state of Florida shortly after 

Florida seceded from the Union to join the Confederacy.  No doubt this was a hard decision for Captain 

Smith to make as he knew he would have brothers and other kindred and friends in the Union army. 

 

―From the book Soldiers of Florida handed down to me from Captain Smith, I have obtained the 

following information about the Captain‘s military career.  He was mustered into service in Gainesville, 

Florida in April, 1862 and was appointed commanding officer on Company K in the Seventh Florida 

regiment.  Soon thereafter the regiment was ordered to General Bragg‘s Army of Tennessee in the 

Department of General E. Kirby Smith headquartered in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

 

―The regiment arrived in Knoxville in time to participate in General Bragg‘s Kentucky Campaign.  At 

that time the Seventh Florida was brigaded with the Sixth Florida, the First Florida Cavalry Dismounted 

and the Fifty-fourth Virginia under the command of Colonel C. M. Davis in the division of General Henry 

Heth.  On returning from Kentucky, the Seventh Florida remained in Knoxville until the summer of 1863 

when General Bragg summoned all available Confederated troops including those at Knoxville to his 



9 

assistance after the Union General Rosecrans had maneuvered Bragg south of Chattanooga bringing on an 

inevitable major battle situation.  Col. Davis was replaced as brigade commander by Col. Robert C. Trigg 

and the brigade was assigned to the division of General William Preston.  The Seventh Florida was on 

picket duty at the Battle of Missionary Ridge when the Union General George Thomas made his 

unexpected and successful attack on the Confederate center.  Few of the pickets escaped with their lives.  

Captain Smith was never a prisoner of war so he must have been among the few who escaped.  It is 

possible that he received one of his wounds on this occasion. 

 

―In the Battle of Chickamauga Preston‘s division was placed on the Confederate left and fought in that 

battle under the command of General James Longstreet who had just arrived from Virginia to reinforce 

General Bragg.  Trigg‘s brigade, including the Seventh Florida, made the final assault on the stubborn 

troops of the Union General Thomas on Snodgrass Hill and was successful in capturing large portions of 

three Union regiments.  This ended all the Union resistance in the fruitless Confederate victory.  

(Tucker‘s Chickamauga) 

 

―When General Bragg reorganized his army after the Battle of Chickamauga, all Florida regiments were 

brigaded together.  These consisted of the Sixth, the Seventh, the First and Third ―Consolidated‖ and the 

First Cavalry Dismounted, which were placed under the command of General Jesse Findley.  The Seventh 

remained under its original commander, Colonel Robert Bullock.  Both of these men were excellent 

officers as well as native Floridians.  The brigade was placed in the division of General William Bate and 

in Hardee‘s Corps.  The Seventh Florida remained in the brigade and division for the rest of the war.   

 

―When General Joseph E. Johnston assumed command of the Army of Tennessee in November 1863 at 

Dalton, Georgia, he assigned Bate‘s division as rear guard during the retreat to Atlanta.  This verifies one 

of the few family stories that Captain Smith was on picket line duty from Dalton to Atlanta, and no doubt, 

he found himself in many perilous situations in the performance of this duty.  Bate‘s division, serving as 

rear guard on such a long retreat, was necessarily engaged in many of the skirmishes and battles before 

reaching Atlanta. 

 

―On July 18, 1864 General John Bell Hood was assigned as commander of the Army of Tennessee with 

orders from Richmond to attack the forces of General Sherman even thought the Confederates were 

considerably out-numbered.  Soldiers of Florida gives the casualty lists of all companies in the Sixth and 

Seventh Florida regiments (thought this list is admittedly incomplete) and shows that Findley‘s brigade 

suffered heavy losses in the Battle of Peachtree Creek, July 20, the Battle of Atlanta, July 22 and the 

Battle of Ezra Church, July 28.  The most severe losses occurred at the Battle of Jonesboro, August 31-

September 1.  At this battle General Findley was so severely wounded that he was never able to return to 

service.  Col. Bullock was promoted to Brigadier General and placed in command of the brigade.  

 

―It is probably at this time that Captain Smith was given command of the Seventh Regiment on a 

permanent assignment.  (He obviously served in this capacity several times during the war as was the case 

when he commanded the Seventh Regiment in January 1863 while escorting 3300 Union prisoners to 

Richmond which resulted in his fantastic story of guarding these prisoners from Bristol, Tennessee to 

Richmond single-handedly.)  His appointment to full Colonelcy and command of the regiment was never 

officially endorsed, probably due to the confusion and hectic state of affairs in Richmond at that time 

caused by General Grant‘s siege of Petersburg and threat to Richmond.  (Family history)  

 

―With Hardee‘s Corps now under command of General Benjamin Cheatham, Hood led the emaciated 

Army of Tennessee into Tennessee with the intention of cutting the supply lines of General Sherman.  It 

was this move on Hood‘s part that convinced Sherman that he could not protect his long and exposed 

supply lines and influenced his decision to abandon them and to make his March to the Sea—living off 

the land.  Sherman left General Thomas at Nashville to protect that city and looking for some enemy to 
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fight, General Hood decided to attack Nashville.  It was during this ill-fated campaign that General 

Cheatham managed to interpose his entire corps (which, of course, consisted of Bate‘s division including 

the Seventh Florida) between Union General Schofield‘s troops and the main Federal Army of General 

Thomas—only to permit them to escape by marching past Cheatham‘s corps at night on a road that ran by 

the edge of the Confederate camp.  This inaction by General Cheatham is still unexplained.  The incident 

took place at Spring Hill, sometimes called Thompson‘s Station. 

 

―Schofield‘s men joined the main Union army behind impregnable fortifications at Franklin, Tennessee 

which General Hood attacked within a few days and where he suffered a severe defeat.  Fifteen days later 

on December 15-6, 1864 the Battle of Nashville was fought resulting in another tragic and costly defeat 

for General Hood and reducing the Army of Tennessee to almost complete annihilation. 

 

―The army was again placed under command of General Johnston.  He was directed to take the army into 

North Carolina in an attempt to stop General Sherman from joining Grant at Petersburg.  The Battle of 

Bentonville, N.C. on March 19-21, a desperation battle against great odds, forever sealed the fate of the 

once great Army of Tennessee, and General Johnston was compelled to surrender to General Sherman at 

Durham Station on April 26, 1865.  Captain Smith is not listed as among those who surrendered on this 

date in Soldiers of Florida, and if this is true it may be assumed that he received one of his wounds during 

Hood‘s invasion of Tennessee or at the Battle of Bentonville.  His brigade surrendered ―only a handful of 

men‖ to Sherman.   

 

―Certainly the Seventh Florida Regiment and the other regiments brigaded with it participated in many 

major battles and skirmishes, almost all of them in which the Confederates were inferior to the enemy in 

numbers and equipment and fighting against the better Union generals.  This explains why most of the 

battles in which the Seventh Florida took part in were defeats (Chickamauga and Kennesaw Mountain 

being about the only two exceptions) and why the Seventh Florida and its sister regiments suffered severe 

casualties.  Unfortunately the casualty lists of Captain Smith‘s company are practically nonexistent.  

However, a few of the companies in the Sixth and Seventh regiments have almost complete casualty 

records.  To cite one of these picked at random, it show Company ―I‖, Seventh Florida, which a roster of 

119 men when mustered in, surrendered only 18 men to Sherman—a loss of 85%!  It can safely be 

assumed that all other companies in the Seventh Florida suffered similarly.   

 

―Captain Smith returned to Walton County, Georgia after the war and in 1867 married Anna Jane Clark, 

the daughter of General Josiah Clark (Georgia Militia) and probably the granddaughter of General Elijah 

Clark of Revolutionary War fame.  Shortly thereafter he bought a farm in Greene County midway 

between the towns of Woodville and Union Point.  It was here that Captain Smith spent the next 42 years 

of his life.  He became the father of eight children, rearing all but one to adulthood.  Robert Findley, the 

son who died at the age of one and a half years, was probably named for his regimental commander 

Robert Bullock and his brigade commander Jesse Findley.  Anna Clark died May 20, 1890.   

 

―Captain Smith‘s prime interests in life were his church, education and farming.  He was a devoted 

Presbyterian, active in every phase of church work but particularly interested in Sunday School.  He 

produced cotton for his money crop, but like all other farmers of his time he produced bread, meat and 

vegetables for the table.  He served for many years on the Greene County Board of Education and served 

at County School Commission for eight years.  While serving as Education Commission, it was his duty 

to visit over 40 rural schools operating in the county at that time.  His mode of transportation was a horse 

and buggy.  He was an able substitute for any absent teacher.  He resigned as Commissioner of Education 

in 1904 but continued to live on his farm alone for all of his children had left home by this time. 

 

―Apparently remembering the Florida climate and the productivity of the Florida soil, Captain Smith and 

a friend drove a two-horse wagon from Greene County, Georgia to Sanford, Florida, a distance by today‘s 
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highways of over 450 miles.  The year was 1910, and he was 76 years old.  The particular mode of 

transportation was chosen no doubt so that he would have the wagon and horses with which to resume his 

farming operation he had abandoned in 1862, a lapse of 48 years.  His letters from Florida at this time 

state that he was producing vegetables—beans, celery, tomatoes, etc., rather than livestock, poultry and 

eggs as some of his neighboring farmers were doing.   

 

―My father told me many times that when he was a small boy, Captain Smith would stay overnight at his 

(Captain Smith‘s) daughter‘s home in Greensboro.  On such occasions my father would have to share his 

bed with the old veteran.  The time of these visits would coincide with the eight years he was County 

School Commissioner.  While visiting the various schools it was more convenient to stay overnight in 

Greensboro rather than return to his home 10 miles away.  My father was intrigued by the scars of four 

wounds the old soldier suffered during the war and would ask to see them as they prepared for bed.   One 

of the wounds was in his back and my father soon learned he could aggravate his grandfather by asking, 

―Grandpa, how did you get shot in the back?‖  Invariably the impatient reply would be ―Tut, tut, my boy, 

we‘ll not discuss that.‖ 

 

―During the last ten years of his life while residing in Sanford, Captain Smith made occasional trips to 

Atlanta to attend Confederate reunions and would take this opportunity to visit his daughter (my 

grandmother) in Greensboro.  While on such a visit in 1920, Captain Smith became seriously ill and died 

September 7
th
 of that year at the age of 86 years and 6 months.  Funeral services were held at the 

Greensboro Presbyterian Church, and he was buried in the city of Union Point cemetery beside the grave 

of Anna Jane and near the church of which he was longest a member.‖ 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
2008 

 
May 16-18, 2008. 144

th
 Anniversary Battle of Resaca (Resaca, GA).  Information available at 

http://www.georgiadivision.org/bor_reenactment.html 

 

May 17, 2008.  (Saturday only event) Civil War Days skirmish at Heritage Village in Largo Fla.  For 

information, contact Lew Zerfas lewz@knology.net , or visit the Heritage Village website at 

http://www.county.pinellas.org/heritage 

 

June 7, 2008.  Blue Gray Ball.  (New Date - New Location to better 

accommodate more dancers).   For detailed information, see attached 

flyer, or contact Reba Davidson at rebadeba@gmail.com . 

 

June 14, 2008.  Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact Captain Skip 

Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven, Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com 

- COMPANY EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

July 4-6, 2008.  145
th
 Gettysburg Anniversary Reenactment (Gettysburg, PA). For information, visit the 

Battle of Gettysburg site at http://reenactor.gettysburgreenactment.com/index.htm - FLORIDA 

BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

July 19, 2008.  Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact Captain Skip 

Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven, Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com 

- COMPANY EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

http://www.georgiadivision.org/bor_reenactment.html
mailto:lewz@knology.net
http://www.county.pinellas.org/heritage
mailto:rebadeba@gmail.com
mailto:cornfederateK6@aol.com
mailto:Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:cornfederateK6@aol.com
mailto:Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
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August 16, 2008.  Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact Captain Skip 

Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven, Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com 

- COMPANY EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

September 5-7, 2008.  Battle of Tunnel Hill Civil War Reenactment (Tunnel Hill, GA).  For information, 

contact Ken Sumner, Phone: 678-247-4745, Email: MtnRifle@bellsouth.net, or visit the Tunnel Hill 

Heritage Center at http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm 

 

September 19-21, 2008.  145
th
 Battle of Chickamauga (Walker County, GA). For information, visit the 

Battle of Chickamauga website at http://www.battleofchickamauga.net or call 1-800-624-0281, ext 397. - 

FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 

 

October 31, November 1-2, 2008. Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm, GA). For information, contact Earl 

Zeckman at ezeckman@bellsouth.net or visit the Battle of Atlanta website at www.atlantacampaign.com - 

FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

November 21-23, 2008.  Battle of Horse Landing (Palatka, FL). EVENT CANCELLED!  For ―full 

story‖, please see the April 2008 issue of ―Florida Reenactors Online News Magazine‖ at 

http://www.floridareenactorsonline.com/AprilMag12008.htm  

 

December 5-7, 2008.  2
nd

 Annual Battle of Hogtown at Poe Springs, Florida (a.k.a. Battle of Gainesville, 

approximately three miles west of High Springs).  For additional information, contact Cpl. John McLean 

at mcleanjgator@yahoo.com.  You can also check out the Poe Springs Park website at 

http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm. 

 

2009 
 

January 16-18, 2009.  29
th
 Annual Brooksville Raid Festival (Brooksville, FL).  The website for this 

event is currently under construction – please be patient.  - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï 

MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

February 13-15, 2009.  145
th
 Battle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For information, visit the Battle of 

Olustee site at http://battleofolustee.org/  - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM 

PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

March 7-8, 2009.  144
th
 Anniversary of the Battle of Natural Bridge (Woodville, FL).  We need Yankees!  

For information, contact Mark Rominger at m_rominger@yahoo.com or Chris Ellrich at 

cellrich@hotmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cornfederateK6@aol.com
mailto:Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:MtnRifle@bellsouth.net?subject=Tunnel%20Hill%20Reenactment%20participation
http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm
mailto:ezeckman@bellsouth.net
http://www.atlantacampaign.com/
mailto:mcleanjgator@yahoo.com
http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm
http://battleofolustee.org/
mailto:m_rominger@yahoo.com
mailto:cellrich@hotmail.com
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Book Review – “A Strange and Blighted Land: Gettysburg, 
the Aftermath of a Battle”, by Gregory A. Coco 

 
It wasn't all glory! This is the story of the more dismal side of the Gettysburg 

Campaign. 10,000 corpses to be buried; 30,000 wounded to care for; 3000 dead 

horses and mules -- all in a town of 2,500 people! Field hospitals, POWs, 

collection of weapons and clean-up of battlefield, early relic hunters, early 

battlefield guides, and a tour of the grim and bloody fields as described by a host 

of early visitors. An indispensable resource! – Publisher: Thomas Publications 

PA, March 1998 

 

In the forward to ―A Strange and Blighted Land‖, the author quotes J. H. Wert 

who spent the months after the battle caring for the wounded and wandering the 

woods, fields, meadows, and hills to view the scenes of carnage and strife where 

the Battle of Gettysburg had been fought.  Mr. Wert stated: 

 

When the splendor, the pomp and the circumstance of the battle’s magnificently stern array have gone, 

then the horrible and the ghastly only remain and remain in their most terrible forms. 

 

This is what Gregory Coco attempts to present in the pages of A Strange and Blighted Land, what was 

left after the armies had moved on.  Through first-hand accounts of the soldiers, citizens of Gettysburg, 

journalists, and tourists who flocked to the town in the days and months after the battle, the author paints 

a picture of fascinating depth and scope.   

 

The first chapter, No Tongue Can Depict the Carnage; The Battlefield in the Aftermath, he takes the 

reader over the entire battlefield through the eyes of those who were there.  These witnesses left vivid and 

heartbreaking descriptions of the battlefield from east to west and north to south. 

 

He follows with details of how the dead were gathered, identified, and ultimately buried in chapter two, A 

Long Black Shadow; The Burial of the Dead. 

 

A Great Rushing River of Agony; The Care of the Wounded is chapter three in which he describes the 

overwhelming difficulties encountered with caring for over 20,000 wounded soldiers. 

 

Chapter four, The Woods are Full of Them; Prisoners of War, Stragglers, and Deserters, the author 

describes the collecting of Confederate stragglers and prisoners as well as the experiences of the POW‘s. 

 

And finally, chapter five, The Sacred Sod; From Battlefield to Hallowed Ground which describes how the 

national cemetery was established as well as the competition between the army and relic hunters over the 

arms and equipment strewn all over the battle field. 

 

This book is not for the casual student of the Battle of Gettysburg.  There is nothing about the maneuvers 

of the armies during the battle or the strategies involved in how the battle was fought.  However, for those 

who seek to understand the purely human consequences of a battle of this magnitude, it is an invaluable 

source of information both fascinating and horrible. – 1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven, Company K, 7

th
 

Florida 
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  Coming Next Month 
 
 Article – “Letters to Anna Jane Clark” Captain Robert Blair Smith 

commanded Company K of the 7
th

 Florida Infantry.  During the course of the war, he 

corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. 

Captain Smith’s great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has permitted 

your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article starts in next month’s 

edition with “Charleston, November 8
th

, 1861”. 

 

WANTED – To Buy/Sell/Trade 
 

Private Paul Poropat of Company K, 7
th

 Florida is looking to ride share to 145
th

 

Gettysburg.  If interested, please contact Paul at 727-786-4317 (evenings) or 

paporopat@yahoo.com.  (11/14/2007) 

 

Available for purchase.  ―Easyspirit‖ tent pole connector for 1.5‖ tent ridge pole.  Allows 

―single piece‖ ridge pole to be broken down into two shorter lengths for easier 

transportation and storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installation instructions.  

Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Private 

Gary Newman, Company K, 7
th

 Florida Infantry.  travelingrebel53@yahoo.com 

(11/14/2007) 

 

WANTED – Used, reproduction Enfield bayonet.  Condition NOT important.  Please 

contact Private Fred Strok of Company K, 7
th

 Florida at 727-502-0230, 7:00 - 10:00 PM 

weekdays, any time on weekends.  Please leave a message if he doesn‘t answer.  

(03/12/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, Bound Editions of Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol.I-XX (20 

books) 1962-1982.  $100 / OBO. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry 

by correspondence to Corporal Russell Mouser, Company K, 7
th

 Florida.  

mouserfla@webtv.net  -or- mousercompanyk@webtv.net (03/27/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, double-bag knapsack.  Excellent shape with ―7
th

 Florida 

Company K‖ markings, looks as if never been used.  $50 firm.  Interested parties may 

communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Tom Giminaro at 

tgiminaro@yahoo.com - or – by calling 813-892-9354. (04/13/2008) 

 

 

mailto:paporopat@yahoo.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
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Available for purchase, RWS German percussion caps for 

rifle muskets.  100 ―4-wing‖ caps per tin.  I‘ll sell them for 

$8.00 per tin.  Interested parties may communicate any 

serious inquiry by correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, 

Company I, 5
th

 Florida Infantry at catman6375@msn.com     

(04/14/2008) 

 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF - Available for 

purchase, double-bag knapsacks. Captain Short of the 3
rd

 Florida has negotiated a very 

good price for soft backpacks from ―Winchester Sutler‖. The standard individual price is 

$80.00, but thanks to Captain Short‘s efforts, AND FOR A LIMITED TIME, bulk orders 

of 10 or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backpack.  Blanket straps are an additional 

$5.00. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by calling ―Winchester 

Sutler‖ at 540-888-3595 (evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the 

Department of the Gulf and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.  

(04/23/2008) 

 

mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
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You are invited to join  
 

The South Florida Youth  
Re -enactors and FiddleWorks  

 

in their Third  Annual  

Blue and Gray Ball  
 

on June 7, 2008   from 7 -11pm. 
The Ball will be held at:  

 

South County Civic Center  
16700 Jog Road  

 Delray Beach, FL. 33446  
 

    Our love of the era and passion for dancing has prompted 
our group to host this event!  
 

We plan to dance all your favorites: Virginia Reel, Patty Cake Polka, Broom Dance, 
Carolina Promenade, and plenty of waltzes and polkas. Our group has been working on learning 
ònewó dances from the era and plan to dance and teach the Spanish Waltz, Soldiers Joy, the Star 
Reel, the Corner Reel, the Gay Gordonõs, the Waltz and Plain Quadrilles, the Star Waltz and 
possibly a few more as well!  
 

Music provided by  the FiddleWorks Civil War String Band. FiddleWorks, Inc. is a not for 
profit organization dedicated to preserving American Historic Music to pass on to future 
generations. The Band will feature 20+ fiddl es as well as other string instruments!  
 

Union and Confederate reenactors are welcome. Come prepared to dance the night away!  
 

Punch and dessert will be served.  
 

Cost is $12 per person. To encourage family participation - children 5 -11 are $6 and 
children 4  and under are FREE.  

 
     Period attire requested. Formal attire required if not dressing for the period.  
 
Directions:  
 
From the North:      From the South:  
I-95 South to Linton Blvd. Exit 51    I-95 North to Yamato Road WEST Exit 48B  
Linton Blvd. West to  Jog Road.   Yamato Rd. West to Jog Road.  
Jog Road South to the Civic Center    Jog Road North to the Civic Center  
 
 

Please RSVP and send money by May 30 to receive tickets.  
Tickets after May 30 and at the door will be $15 per adult and $9 per child.   

Conta ct Reba Davidson for more information.  
rebadeba@gmail.com  

561-596-0939  

mailto:rebadeba@gmail.com

