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 Notes from  the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the June edition of your newsletter.  Thanks to Russell Mouser for submitting a 

book review which is included in this edition.  Gary Newman sent along an article on the history 

of Civil War songs. I have also included an article about Lewis Powell, one of the Lincoln 

conspirators that I found interesting.  I hope you enjoy them.  As always, please feel free to send 

any articles, book reviews, after-battle reports, pictures, etc to be included in the newsletter. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our summer drill on the 13th.  Until then, I remain, 
 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

 Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  
 

There was no business meeting in May.  The next business meeting will be on June 13
th

. 

 

 

 Presidential Pontifications                                     
         
Well, with all the rain, love bugs, and school getting out, I guess 

summer and the off season is upon us.  This also means its time for 

our three summer drills and company meetings.   We will get our 

new T-shirts out this summer, collect stuff to send over to Iraq, and 

gather donations to raffle off. 

 

Co. K member Kevin Ogden is over in Iraq. We will be taking 

donations to send over to him and his unit.  Needed are the 

following:  Sunscreen, magazines (current stuff like Sports Il., 

Car&Driver, Amer. Chopper etc.)  No large size formats (like 

Rolling Stone) as they won't fit in the box.  No racy stuff.  

TicTacs/Altoids/gum, hard candy, Slim-Jim/beef jerky (please, no 

pork),  single serve packages of peanuts, crackers  snack bars, or cookies, Gatorade powder mix                                          

Gold Bond powder; single size shampoos, toothpaste, floss, etc. Personal notes or cards are 

welcome.  Remember folks, think small, single serve. Easy to carry, easy to trade, easy to use. 

Also monetary donations to offset mailing (each small box costs $12 to mail) or purchase items 

are welcome.  

 

We are always in need of items to keep our popular raffles going.  Also, bring your used history 

magazines or books for our magazine/book give-away.  These summer get-togethers are a great 

chance to sell or trade away your surplus gear!                                              

 

In order to offset the cost of our new Tee-shirts, we will be taking advance orders for shirts at the 

June Drill/meeting for pickup at the July drill.  Each shirt will cost $17.  Size will be XL unless 

otherwise requested.  If you can't make the June drill, send a check (made out to Co. K 7th Fla.) 



3 

for $17 per, indicate sizes and number needed, and we will bring them to July drill, or hold them 

till we can get them to you.  

 

I look forward to trading "tall tales" with all of you real soon!  

 

Yr Obedient Servant,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser 

      

                                                   

 The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

June 2009 

  

I have been residing in the hills of Southwestern Virginia, as 

of late.  Miss Bev is in the process of recovering from knee 

surgery she had about six weeks ago.  She was ordered to two 

weeks on crutches by the saw bones.  Upon her follow-up visit, it was discovered that there was 

more damage than originally predicted.  So, I have now have been nursing her along for six 

weeks.  She still has to use one crutch to get around. NO, I'm not the crutch! 

 

While you folk have been dry and a tinder box, we've experienced frequent rainfall, in God's 

Country.  I've recently learned that you no longer have the lack of rain problem.  Sometimes, I 

wonder if the extreme weather swings in Florida are due to the high influx of Yankees. 

 

We're really into the slow part of the reenacting season.  The main thing to look forward to is the 

company drill/meeting.  From the communications I have received from Mr. President, we will 

be taking orders for new Company K t-shirts at the June gathering.  If all goes as expected, the 

ordered shirts should be in for the July meeting. 

 

The Florida Battalion is really pushing the participation on Labor Day weekend at the Battles for 

Atlanta.  Our participation should be a great topic of discussion after drill in June.  Everyone 

shall have the opportunity to voice pros and cons of participating.  It is at the end of summer and 

may conflict with many family activities.  We also need to keep in mind that there are increasing 

registration fees for the event. 

 

If any of you have done any cleaning of the closets (or Man Cave), lately, see of you have any 

items you can donate to our drill/meeting drawings. 

 

Keep safe, until we meet again. 

 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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Captain Fletcher added the following to his report: 

 

Private Manny Tran is Certified  

                                                                                                   

I have just received in the post information stating that Pvt. Tran will be certified as a high 

school graduate (St. Pete High) in a few days.  I find this a very outstanding achievement for a 

soldier that we didn't know could speak until a year ago. 

 

Perhaps it was in those years of silence around the campfire, that he absorbed the plethora of life 

knowledge that his pards were so willing to give, that made it possible for Manny to achieve this 

recognition. 

 

As I gaze back on the years that this private has been among us, a few memories jump out.  At a 

very young age, Manny started attending morning colours.  He at times was equipped with a 

wooden musket.  Frequently he watched as the company drilled after colours and soon he fell in, 

marching with the rest of us.  Needless to say that he needed little instruction when he reached 

musket totin' age. 

 

Manny has been a soldier keen in observation.  He soon discovered at an early age that it was to 

his advantage to bring pleasure to the 1st Sgt. (as I was at the time) and later to the Captain.  I 

believe it was at Mt. Dora that Manny presented me with a very powerful gift. Manny's 

observation skills let him know that I was a rabid cigar smoker. As Manny crossed the parade 

grounds, he found a cigar butt of about 2".  Showing his intelligence and deduction capabilities 

he presented it to me with a smile.  He knew as well as I did, that there was still life in that butt. 

 

There was another occasion in which Manny made another presentation to me.  He had saved his 

money for sometime and had talked Steve or Jodi into going to the sutlers and buy something for 

him.  Manny had saved his money to buy me a whole, new cigar.  The thoughtfulness was 

overwhelming. 

 

Hopefully, we can sit around the campfire and tell our own Manny stories.  I know Bob Arrison 

has a few.  And hopefully Manny's time will not be so taken up by college that he can't fall in 

with us. 

 

Manny may represent a first for Company K.  He just may be the first recruit to go from diapers 

to his first bordello token as a member.  

 

And perhaps this reenacting season, Manny will tell us about cashing in his token. 

 

Congratulations! Private Tran 
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         The 1 st  Sergeantôs  Journal  

 
Men of Company K, 

 

As we return to summer quarters and find ourselves, once again, 

close to our homes and families, we must prepare ourselves for 

the tedium and temptation that results from hours of boredom 

which can lead good soldiers to become complacent and forego 

their duty for more carnal pursuits.  To combat this situation, we will drill.  I, once again, present 

to you Godfreyôs Rhymed Tactics (1862) to both entertain and train those who may benefit from 

something slightly different in the never-ending quest to become highly proficient in our drill 

and, as always, to set Company K apart from the rest of the battalion.   

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 
                                        

 
                                                                             Digitized by Google 
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  The Quartermaster ôs Report                            

 
Not much else happening in the Quartermaster World.  We have two tents out to 
Tom Giminaro (Resaca event) and one musket out to David Greenwood. 
All the clothes are clean and ready.  The hats are all still too small. 
 
Please find attached the words and background of "Songs of the Civil War".  
The stories behind the songs are very interesting. 
 
Gary Newman 
 

The composer of "Dixie", Daniel Decatur Emmett, was born in Mount 

Vernon, Ohio, on October 29, 1815.... When he was sixteen he ran 

away to join a traveling circus, his act being to present songs of his 

own composition, with banjo accompaniment, in the Spalding & 

Rogers and Oscar Brown circuses.  

Later, with three stranded musicians, he traveled widely, singing and 

playing the banjo and violin.... Emmett was so successful that in 1842 

he and his three companions formed the Virginia Minstrels, the first 

black-face minstrel company in the United States. To the burnt cork, 

they added a combination of white trousers, striped calico shirt and 

blue swallowtail coat, which eventually became the trademark of all 

minstrels. After appearances in New York and Boston, the troupe 

tried their luck in England, but the English did not seem to be amused by such strange antics and 

the engagement was not a success.  

Returning to New York, Emmett earned a living as a musician in brass bands, for he found that 

during his absence abroad many competitive minstrel troupes had sprung up and copied his 

performance style. In 1858 he joined the Dan Bryant Minstrels, in which he both composed and 

performed comic songs and plantation Negro "walk-arounds." The latter were the songs sung at 

the end of the show as a solo performer walked around the stage.  

One Saturday night in 1859, the manager of the company stopped him after a somewhat 

unsuccessful performance. The attendance had been meager all week. The numbers seemed to 

have gone stale, and applause was unenthusiastic and feeble.  "Dan I must have a fresh tune. 

Can't you compose a new walk-around, something lively in the git-up-and-git style? Make it 

lively, something the bands will play and the boys will whistle in the streets. I'll expect it on 

Monday morning at rehearsal."...  

Sunday was cold and wet, and Dan sat in the kitchen without any inspiration...When his wife 

Catherine came into the room, he said, "What a morning! I wish I was in Dixie."  "You show 

people," she said, "you keep talking about being in Dixie. What does it mean?" "Well," he 

replied, "it's a common expression. When it's cold we yearn to be south of the Mason and Dixon 

line, or in Dixie, where the weather is fair and mild. When things aren't going well where you are, 

you wish you were in Dixie -- in Dixie -- in Dixie."  This was the magical moment. "Suddenly, " 
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he later told a reporter, "I jumped up and sat down at the table to work. In less than an hour I had 

the first verse and chorus. After that it was easy...."  

At the rehearsal the next day, Mrs. Bryant, wife of the manager, expressed her fears that the first 

stanza might offend the religious-minded in the audience, so it was never used, though Emmett 

sometimes included it in souvenir copies:  

Dis worl' was made in jiss six days, 
An' finished up in various ways; 
Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land! 
Dey den made Dixie trim and nice, 
But Adam called it "paradise," 
Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land! 

 

Emmett sold the publication rights outright to the New York firm of Peters for the sum of five 

hundred dollars, all that he ever received for it.... The song was issued under the title "I Wish I 

Was in Dixie Land."  

The first performance in the Southern states appears to have been in Charleston, South Carolina, 

in December, 1860.... But it was in New Orleans that "Dixie" was first accepted as a Southern 

war song. In March, 1861, after Louisiana had seceded, the theatrical troupe of Mrs. John Wood 

was opening in "Pocahontas" at the Varieties Theatre.... At the first evening performance, as the 

last number, the gaudily dressed Zouaves marched onstage, led by Miss Susan Denim singing "I 

Wish I Was in Dixie." The audience went wild with delight, and demanded seven encores. From 

that evening "Dixie" was the favorite song of the Confederacy....  

Just as "John Brown's Body" spread through the North, so from New Orleans "Dixie" spread 

throughout the newly formed Confederacy.... The song was played at Montgomery, Alabama, 

when the Confederate States of America was provisionally established. At the inauguration of 

Jefferson Davis as President of the permanent Confederacy, on February 22, 1862, the program 

was so arranged that the band led off with "Dixie".  This was equivalent to its official adoption 

as the national song.  

 

 Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 13  
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna 

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. Captain Smithôs 

great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has permitted 

your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article 

continues in this issue with the thirteenth letter ñFebruary 14, 1864ò ï Editor. 

 

Camps 7
th
 Fla. Regt. 

Near Dalton, Ga   

Feby. 14
th
 1864 

 

My Very Kind Friend, Anna 


