A BAT!
& .
A

oF 4, 2o
INFANTRY 9

y, 7" Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry
Company K

OFFICIAL BULLETIN for JUNE , 200 9

Private Ricky McGee
7" Florida Volunteers, Company K

In This Issue

Notes from the  Editor

# Company K Business Meeting Minutes

¥ Presidential Pontifications

"The Captainds Desk

" ThelstSergeant 6s Jour nal
#The Quarter Repsrt er 0s

# Article: Lett ers of Anna Jane Clark

’ Book Review: Rebel Gold

’ Article: FI orida Connection to the Lincoln Assassination
# Upcoming Events

# Coming Next Month

’ Wanted 1 To Buy/Sell/Trad e




A0 Notes from the Editor

Welcometo the Juneedition of your newsletter.Thanks to Russell Mouser for submitting a
book review which is included in this editioary Newman sent along artiele on the history
of Civil War songs. have also included an article alioLewis Powell, one of the Lincoln
conspirators that | found interesting. | homei enjoy them As always, please feel free to send
any articles, book reviews, aftbattle reports, pictures, etc to be included in the newsletter.

| look forward to seieg everyor at our summer drill on the 13thUntil then, | remain,

Respectfully,
1 Sergeant Van Leuven

&S Company K Business Meeting Minutes

There waso business meeting in MayThe next business meeting will be on Jun®.13

A0 Presidential Pontifications

Well, with all the rain, love bugsnd school getting out, | guess
summer and the off season is upon Tkis also means its time for
our threesummer drillsand company meetings. We wgjét our
new T-shirts out this summer, collect stuff to send over to laadq,
gather donations to raffle off.

Co. K member Kevin Ogden is over in Irag. We will be taking
donations to send over to him and his uniNeeded are the
following: Sunscreen, magazinesufent stuff like Sports Il.,
Car&Driver, Amer. Choppertc) No large sie formats (like
Rolling Stone) asthey won't fit in the box. No racy stuff.
TicTacs/Altoidggum, hard candy Slim-Jim/beef jerky please no
pork), single servepackages of peanutgackers snack bars, or cooki€atoradgpowder mix
Gold Bondpowder; single size shampoos, tomiste, flossetc. Peronal notes or cards are
welcome. Remember folksthink smdl, single serve. Easy to carry, easy to trag@sy to use.
Also monetay donations to offgemailing each small box costs $12 to mailr purchase items
are welcome.

We are always in need of items to keep our popular raffles gditem, bring your used history
magazines or haksfor our magazine/book givaway. These summer gébgethers g a great
chance to sell or tradevay your surplus gear!

In order to offset the cost of our new T&rts, we will be taking advance orders for shirts at the

June Drill/meeting for pickup at the July drilEach shirt will cost $17 Size will be XL unless
otherwise requestedf you can't make the Jurdgill, send a checkmade out to Co. K 7th Fla.)
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for $17 per, indicate sizes and number needed, and we will bring them to July drill, or hold them
till we can get them to you.

| look forward to trading "tall tales" with all of you real soon!

Yr Obedient Servant,
Cpl. Russell Mouser

DThe Captainds Desk

June 2009

| have been residing in the hills of Southwestern Virginia, as
of late. Miss Bev is in the processf recovering from knee § o
surgeryshe had aboudix weeks agoShe was ordered to two
weeks on crutches by the saw bonegon her followup visit, it was discovered that there was
more damage than originally predicte8o, | have now have been nursing her along for six
weeks. She still has to usene crutch to get around. NO, I'm not the crutch!

While you folk have been dry and a tinder box, we've experienced frequent rainfall, in God's
Country. I've recently learned that you no longer have the lack of rain probfometimes, |
wonderif the exreme weather swings in Florida are due to the high influx of Yankees.

We're really into the slow part of the reenacting sea3t main thing to look forward ts the
company drill/meeting.From the communicatiorishave received from Mr. Presidemnte will
be taking orders for new Company ishirts at the June gatheringf. all goes as expected, the
ordered shirts should be in for the July meeting.

The Florida Battalion is really pushing the participation on Labor Day weekend at the Battles for
Atlanta. Our participation should be a great topic of discussion after drill in JEmeryone

shall have the opportunity to voice pros and cons of participating.at the end of summer and
may conflict with many family activitiesWe also need to lep in mind that there are increasing
registration fees for the event.

If any of you have done any cleaning of the closets (or Man Cave), lately, see of you have any
items you can donate to our drill/meeting drawings.

Keep safe, until we meet again.

Your Obedient Servant,
Capt. S. Fletcher



Captain Fletcher added the following to his report:
Private Manny Tran is Certified

| have just received in theopt information stating that Pvt. Tran will be certified as a high
school graduatéSt. Pete Highjn a few days.I find this a very outstanding achievement for a
soldier that we didn't know could speak uatyear ago.

Perhaps it was in those yearssdénce around the campfithat he absorbed the plethora of life
knowledge that his pards were so willing to give, that made it possible for Manny to achieve this
recognition.

As | gaze back on the yealst this private has been among us, a few me&sgump out.At a
very young age, Manny started attending morning colotis.at times was equipped with a
wooden musketFrequently he watched as the company drilled &itéours and soon he fell in,
marching with the rest of usNeedless to say thae needed little instruction when he reached
musket totin' age.

Manny has been a soldier keen in observatida.soon discovered at an early age that it was to
his advantage to bring pleasure to the 1st Sgt. (as | was at the time) and later to time Capta
believe it was at Mt. Dora that Manny presented me with a very powerful gift. Manny's
observation skills let him know that | was a rabid cigar smoker. As Manny crossed the parade
grounds, he found a cigar butt of about Showing his intelligencand deduction capabilities

he presented it to me with a smilde knew as well as | did, thatete was still life in that butt.

There was another occasion in which Manny made another presentation literhad saved his
money for sometime and had tatk8teve or Jodi into going to the sutlers and buy something for
him. Manny had saved his money to buy me a wholw cigar. The thoughtfulness was
overwhelming.

Hopefully, we can sit around the campfire and tell our own Manny stdriesow Bob Arrison
has a few. And hopefully Manny's timevill not be so taken up by college that he can't fall in
with us.

Manny may represent a first for Company Ke just may be the first rectub go from diapers
to his first bordello token as a member.

And pertaps this reenacting season, Manny will tell us about cashing in his token.

Congratulations! Private Tran



D ThelstSer g e a dourdas

Men of Company K,

As we return to summer quarters and find ourselgase again,
close to ar homes and familiesve must prepare ourselves for
the tedium and temptation thagsults from hours of boredom
which canlead good soldiers to become complacamd forego
their duty for more carnal pursuit§ o combat this gitation, we will drill 1, once again, present
to you Godfreybés Rhymed Tactics (1862) to
something slightly different in the nevesnding quest to beconteghly proficient in our drill
and, as always, to set Company K apart from the rest of the battalion.

With Deepest Respect,
1% Sergeant Van Leuven “8TEPS

I do mot guess it can be nee-
essary, I should tell
One how to walk, who'll breathe and talk, .
And both things do quité well;
- 94. But length of step, and time of step,
] I'll have to make you know ;

BHVMED TAGI‘B@, So, now, I'll start and make a step,
i These several things to show.
In common time, (to make the' rhyme,
This last clause I have writ,)
The length is eight and twenty mck—
Ninety to & minute.
102. In time called guiok—know, Tom or Dick, .
The length is just the same ;
One hundred ten, 1 tell you men,
In sixty seconds’ time.
104. In double-quick, you'll cut your stick -
TRree-thirty inches long :
One sizty-five—you'll move alive—
In minutés’ time ain't wrong.

97. In marching, alwuyl you will go—.
The left foot starting first—
The knee turned -out, gepressed the me. s
And coat-tails coming last.
114, There "mny be times, when doubla—guido
? hty is & minate,
But, guided by your band’s mnmc, '
There'll be no troublein it, .
When to the run, you have to. -0omey,
For fear of coming evil,
Along you sail, arms at a trail,
And put in kke the——mischief,

D. VAN \(NTR \VD ICW BROADWAY.
1862,

Digitized by Google

108. “ Sguad—Havr ;"

The foot that's coming down,
You'll keep just where it strikes;

Then place the other where it was
Before your start; that's right.

bot



D The Quartermaster 0 Report

Not much elsappening in the Quartermaster Werlthve two tents out
Tom @ninaro (Resa event) and amesket out to David Greenw
All the clothes are clean and Teadyats are all still too small.

Please find attached the words and background of "Songs of the Ci\
The siries behind the songs aigemsting.

Gary Newman

The composer of "Dixie", Daniel Decatur Emmett, was born in Mount
Vernon, Oho, on October 29, 1815.... When he was sixteen he ran
away to join a traveling circus, his act being to present songs of his
own composition, with banjo accompaniment, in the Spalding &
Rogers and Oscar Brown circuses.
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o Rl Ml SR | ater, with three stranded musiciate traveled widely, singing and
 DAN. D, EMMETT. M playing the banjo and violin.... Emmett was so successful that in 1842
8 w. L. wosss. he and his three companions formed the Virginia Minstrels, the first
iR . black-face minstrel company in the United States. To the burnt cork,
J mm=imeeee . L) they added aombination of white trousers, striped calico shirt and
| blue swallowtail coat, which eventually became the trademark of all
minstrels. After appearances in New York and Boston, the troupe
tried their luck in England, but the English did not seem to be ednloyg such strange antics and
the engagement was not a success.

Returning to New York, Emmett earned a living as a musician in brass bands, for he found that
during his absence abroad many competitive minstrel troupes had sprung up and copied his
performance style. In 1858 he joined the Dan Bryant Minstrels, in which he both composed and
performed comic songs and plantatidagro“walk-arounds." The latter were the songs sung at

the end of the show as a solo performer walked around the stage.

One Saturdaynight in 1859, the manager of the company stopped him after a somewhat
unsuccessful performance. The attendance had been meager all week. The numbers seemed to
have gone stale, and applause was unenthusiastic and féBlale.| must have a fresh tune.

Can't you compose a new wailtound, somethingjvely in the gitup-andgit style? Make it

lively, something the bands will play and the boys will whistle in the streets. I'll expect it on
Monday morning at rehearsal."...

Sunday was cold and wet, and Dan isathe kitdhen without any inspiration\hen his wife
Catherine came into the room, he said, "What a morning! | wish | was in DiX#&U show
people," she said, "you keep talking about being in Dixie. What does it mBae&H," he
replied,"it's a @mmon expression. When it's cold we yearn to be south of the Mason and Dixon
line, or in Dixie, where the weather is fair and mild. When things aren't going well where you are,
you wish you were in Dixie- in Dixie -- in Dixie." This was the magical mome "Suddenly, "
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he later told a reporter, "l jumped up and sat down atadbleto work. In less than an hour | had
the first verse and chorus. After that it was easy...."

At the rehearsal the next day, Mrs. Bryant, wife of the manager, expressedraegh&t the first
stanza might offend the religiousinded in the audience, so it was never used, though Emmett
sometimes included it in souvenir copies:

Dis worl' was made in jiss six days,

An' finished up in various ways;

Look away! Look away! Look/'abiaie Land!

Dey den made Dixie trim and nice,

But Adam called it "paradise,"”

Look away! Look away! Look away! Dixie Land!

Emmett sold the publication rights outright to the New York firm of Peters for the sum of five
hundred dollars, all that he evesceived for it.... The song was issued under the title "l Wish |
Was in Dixie Land."

The first performance in the Southern states appears to have been in Charleston, South Carolina,
in December, 1860.... But it was in New Orleans that "Dixie" was fitst@ed as a Southern

war song. In March, 1861, after Louisiana had seceded, the theatrical troupe of Mrs. John Wood
was opening in "Pocahontas" at the Varieties Theatre.... At the first evening performance, as the
last number, the gaudily dressed Zouavesamed onstage, led by Miss Susan Denim singing "I
Wish | Was in Dixie." The audience went wild with delight, and demanded seven encores. From
that evening "Dixie" was the favorite song of the Confederacy....

Just as John Brown's Bodyspread through th&lorth, so from New Orleans "Dixie" spread
throughout the newly formed Confederacy.... The song was played at Montgomery, Alabama,
when the Confederate States of America was provisionally established. At the inauguration of
Jefferson Davis as Presidenttbé permanent Confederacy, on February 22, 1862, the program
was so arranged that the band led off with "Dixi&his was equivalent to its official adoption

as the national song.

@Article T Let ters to Anna Jane Clark 1 Part 13

Captain Robert Blair SmithCommandedCompany K of the ¥ Florida

Infantry. During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he
greatgreat granddaughter, Madame Marguerite Mcinteer, has permitted

your servant to reprint them in the newsletter. His multipart article

continues in this issue with tathirteenthl et t er A F e bori Editar.,y 14, 18614

Camps 7 Fla. Regt.
Near Dalton, Ga
Feby. 14 1864

My Very Kind Friend, Anna



