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From the Editor Civilian Board

LUILLLIRIRLLLLAR Y

. . . President: Russell Mouser
I must regretfully inform you that | find myself devoid of mouserfla@webtv.net

topics upon which I might wax philosophic. Perhaps this Vice Presidett Skip Fletcher

(hopefully temporary) condition is due, in part, to the cornfederateK6@aol.com

expense of a great many hours spent in research projects. Secretary: Keith Van Leuven
Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

You may recall that | am attempting a history of the Treasurer: Tom Giminaro

Aori gi nanlyd Kc.ompWwhat start @d aSgmira@a@on pr @fj ect v

quickly became fAthreeo, flor olBmsb &SPk Chlf Ng th

history, one cannot help but become interested in the men mouserfla@webtv.net
who made it.

Officers & NCOs
Y_our ser_vant hasZ for_ the last _several weeks, involved Captain Skip Fletcher, Commanding
himself in gathering information about the members of cornfederateK6@aol.com
Aoriginalo Company K. T ths@lnikdinQani B o tlher Ap
addition to the history: | have also begun a compilation of Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
individuals information, A 8 MrgbatMnewlset@ K Offf T f y o
each member of the company. This has probably been the guardian77@hotmail.com

mo st Afunoél 6ve found i malgoes of s aom the m
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(Captain Robert Smithdéds among them), the grav
of information about them: not only what they did during the war, but in not a few cases, what

many ofthemdidb ot h BEFORE and AFTER the war. The th
completed, | present to you in two parts, beginning in this edition i an article about the seafaring

roots of Company K, and the return of a great many of its members to the sea in Confederate

service.

So please forgive your servant for straying from his usual pontifications about any number of
thingséand he hopes that you may derive some
efforts.

Submitted with greatest respect &c, | am
Your Humble Servant,
2" Sergeant Mat Sterman

2% Company K Business Meeting Minutes i June 2008

7" Florida Volunteer Infantry, Company K
Meeting Minutes
June 14, 2008
Company Dril |l at Veteranso Par k, Br a

Call to Order by President Mouser
Invocation by Keith Van Leuven

Secretaryds report was given by Keith Van Lel
John Mitchell. Second was made by Burt Reynolds. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Quartermaster report was given by Russell Mouser who reported the only QM expenses were for
snacks and drinks for the company. Motion to accept report was made by John Mitchell and the
second was made by Dave Hendrix. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Old Business:
Tom Giminaro presented a sketch of the plaque which will be given to Roger Statzer.

Discussion was held regarding whether to continue as the 7™ Tennessee or change our Union
impression to the 7" New Hampshire. As the research has not yet been completed as to the
history of the 7™ Tennessee it was moved by Harry Keenan that we table the vote until the
research is finished. The second was made by Burt Reynolds and the motion passed with two
abstentions.

The drawing was held and the winners were Dave Hendrix, Kevin Gonzalez, Gary Newman, Jeff
Gibson, Chris Hendrix, Daniel Davis, Chris Hendrix, Burt Reynolds, and Rich Heisler. (My



apologies if I missed anyone). Special thanks to Paul Poropat for bringing in cartridge tubes for
the drawing.

New Business:

John Mitchell led the discussion about Gettysburg. John stated that we must remember to bring
an extra canteen if possible or carry extra water in your haversack. John also recommended
bringing an extra pair of socks, foot powder, mole skin, tick repellant, and (of course) extra toilet

paper.
K numbers were issued to Dave Hendrix, Chris Hendrix, and Brandi Alldaffer.
Harry Keenan discussed Chickamauga and encouraged participation by the company.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Harry Keenan. Second was made by Burt Reynolds
and the meeting was adjourned by President Mouser.

Benediction was given by Jeff Gibson.

2% Presidential Pontifications

Greetings! We had a good turnout for our June drill and meeting. This was the last chance for us
to "get our act together™ before the "big show™ at Gettysburg.

Our 1st Sgt, Keith Van Leuven led us through the paces, and got us marching like veterans of
many a campaign. A big thanks to Corporal Harry Keenan for his help at drill. Also, to
Corporal John Mitchell, for his work at drill, and his veteran insight into Gettysburg during our
meeting. Of course, | would be remiss if I did not thank the lovely Miss Kayleigh Gonzalez for
her indispensable help with our company raffle.

Our next drill and meeting is Sat. July 19" at 9.am at Veterans Park. | hope all of you can attend.
Please remember, these summer meetings are very important to the health of Company K. Itis
vital in keeping our far-flung membership "in snyc", a chance for everyone to speak their minds
and stay involved in the mundane aspects of running a reenactnment group. Our raffles and
fund-raisers are crucial to our company overhead, and allows us to continue charitable acts, such
as cards and flowers, donations to history groups and schools, even packages for troops overseas
(all of which we have done over the last couple years), not to mention picnics, snacks & cold
drinks at drills and meetings etc. It has also enabled us to have a Quartermaster store that is the
envy of many a reenacting unit.

Company K exists only if you participate! See you in July!!!!

Your Obedient Servant,

Corporal Russell Mouser

President,

Company K, 7" Fla Vol. Inf. C.S.A.



p® The Captainbs Desk

| have just returned from Richmond City and have much of
importance to convey.

As | was dining with Jeff and Varina the other evening, we
were graced with the appearance of Bobby Lee. Seeing
that his visit was of great urgency, Jeff, Bobby, and yours
truly proceeded to the library to discuss the purpose of
Gen. Lee's visit.

With the approval (which has been granted) of our President, Marse Robert has proposed to take
this war to Northern soil once again. We will be headed for the capital of Pennsylvania, but
along the way, there is hope that our loyal troops may be shod in a small hamlet, know as
Gettysburg. After that duty has been fulfilled, we will continue deeper into Union territory. This
proposal should lead to a glorious victory and a settlement of hostilities between our country and
our former country.

You all should gather provisions and be prepared to march at a moment's notice. Clean water is
a must for individual survival. Other necessities that you may want to accumulate are baby
wipes ( some of your faces are as precious as a baby's bottom) and Gold Bond powder (in case
the journey rubs some of you the wrong way). I'm sure that many of you also have a list of
necessities that you can share with the company. Please do so!!! It has been a long time since
we have undertaken such a long sojourn. So, prepare yourself and be ready for the order to
march.

Your Obt. Srvt.,
Capt. S. Fletcher

2® ThelstSergeant 6s 1 JunalBGda l

Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate),

The northern campaign is to commence shortly. There is little that |
have yet to state regarding our duty to God and our beloved
Confederacy as well as the importance of this campaign but | shall
attempt to communicate some thoughts anyway.

Remember your drill. It is our ability to move and function as one
that will ultimately win the day for our Confederacy.

Maintain your dress while in battle by keeping elbow contact with the men to your right and left.

Manage your fire. It is imperative that our fire be quick but also efficient. Our supplies are
limited and we must aim our shots. If you are unable to keep up with the firing commands, do



not attempt to do so. Our goal is the harm the enemy, not each other and firing safety must be a

priority. If it is not safe to fire, do not do so. Keep your face and your comrades face away from

the muzzle of the rifle at all times.

Do not talk while in formation. We must be a
Foll ow orders without question. Listen to th
Mouser, and Keenan, and myself strive to keep our men safe even in the most difficult of

circumstances. We cannot accomplish this task if orders are not followed. If one is incapable of

following orders, that soldier will not be fighting with us.

Captain Fletcher is the finest leader we could hope to have. He has served from the ranks up and

understands the life of the private soldier. He will lead us, as a good officer should, from the

front.

Stay out of the local taverns and away from Yankee women.

For those who will not be on this campaign, your duties are no less important. Take care of the
home front, protect our families and may God Bless us all.

See you on the march.

With deepest respect,

1% Sergeant Van Leuven

P& The Quartermaster Report
Greetings, All!

The June drill and meeting found the QM Department very busy. Most of our QM stores were
signed out for Gettysburg.

Our latest powder ration was distributed in good order. We had a well-received raffle and T-shirt
sales were brisk. Special thanks to Mat Sterman and Paul Poropat for their donation of pre-
rolled tubes, a very popular raffle item.

Our next drill and meeting is July 19", and any donations for the raffle are welcome, along with
history related magazines for our magazine give-away.

Thanks,
Acting QM Russell Mouser

P.S. - A special thanks to Fred Strok for his years of service as our Ordinance Officer. Thanks
Fred, we all hope to see you around the campfire.



P® Article TiLetters to AnniaParatne2 Il ar k

Captain Robert Blair Smith commanded Company K of thelatida Infantry. During the

course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom

he | ater marr i ed-greaggnddaughter, Badante Marguerite Merdeer,
has permitted your servant to-pgint themin the newsletter. This multipart article continues in
this issue with the sdcobdieEsfitertter, ATampa,

Tampa Jd8dy 16
To Miss Annie J. C.
My dear Annie,

| am resolved you shall have no reason to complain of my procrastination again. | recd. your
very acceptable & really interesting letter last evening. It came through in just 12 days. | was
highly pleased to hear that you Circle folks are so very thoughtful in using your utmost efforts in
relieve the distresses of the poor sufferers of Charleston. You give the credit to others entirely &
Miss Laura & yourself are entirely lost-sight-of, whilst you laud Sister Lizzie & Lena to the skies;
but I know very well, that you and Miss Laura were into it as deep as any & that you were not
merely spectators; as your letter would indicate. | wish I had been there. | should have enjoyed
it hugely.

You ask me how I spent my Christmas? Very queer | must say. | got here two days before
Christmas & took command of a portion of our company & was soon very busy arranging the
men & boats for service. | soon got every thing prepared & the day before Christmas I launched
one boat & had a race down the bay, with a schooner boat which was here. | felt very proud of
the manner which she performed for we came off victorious. Quite a number of people
congregated to witness the trial. When we came back we were saluted with three hearty cheers

J a

& | recd an invitation to a AHopO to be given
pl ace of a Ahopd as reported. Quite a number

themselves finely. | succeeded in getting acquainted with a good many of the young ladies.
They are far from being handsome, but they are very pleasant and sociable. | was very well

pl eased with all, but t he b &mithcamttmeddrier a @ Gr as

beau & just to tease me, she seemed to give me all her attention. | must say she is a very
splendid lady if she is a grass widow. She is to be married again | think pretty soon. A certain
young gentleman comes to see her every night. The next day after the Hop I went to Head
Quarters with an invitation from the commanding officer & took an Eggnog & that was the
whole of my Christmas.

The day after | went to my post Point Pennallis about 20 miles farther down the bay quite close

to the blockading barque; where I am not when | am at Home, but last Thursday | came up for

my mail & also to bring up a boat & man as a prisoner, but he has proved himself a loyal citizen

& we let him go. | will startbackto-mor r ow at 2 0O6cl ock P. M. i
favorable. | have been sick all day, hardly able to leave by bed, but | am much better now. The



water in this section is very poor. Nothing like the clear cool mountain springs & well that you
can boast of. But this climate is the most delightful | ever saw. Thus far & only one little frost.
Tropical fruits of all kinds flourish here. It was so warm today as it is in May with you. | wish
you could only be here & see & feel for yourself. Your observation would be busily employed
in storing away much useful knowledge about the climate, fruits, trees, birds and fishes, also
people lands & county. The people as a general thing have quite dark skins, black hair & dark
eyes, though there are many exceptions for the inhabitants seem to be a mixture of all nations,
English, American, Dutch, Irish, quite a number of Spaniards, some Chinese, a few Malays,
some from the Bahama & Bermuda Islands & one or two from the Society & Fugu islands. |
have charge of a company of prisoners & the above places are their homes with the exception of
the Society & Fugu. They are a motley crew | assure you, | have recd notice today that I am to
be promoted to the Lieutenancy of the CS Navy. The pay is $150.00 per month. | trust it may be
S0.

When you write give me all the news for | can
troops are doing in Va, Ky, S.C., Ga. or any where but in Fla. We are making preparations to

run the barque away from here if we can. Tell bro E. Nebhut to send me a couple of Almanacs

for this year if he can. There are none here at all. | think my friends up at the Circle might write

me for I have written three times in all & as yet not a word from any. | presume the Tableaux

are engaging their precious time. | will patiently wait until they answer for | am busy too. But |

will not scold any more for | know they have answered them long ago.

On the morning of the 30™ of last month & the last day in the year, the sun rose here in an almost
total eclipse. | suppose it was not visable in Ga. | was on the bay & far out to the S. East the sun
seemed to come up out of the water & a large dark figure almost completely concealed his face
& thus remained for nearly 35 minutes. It was a grand sight & | imagined the sun was ashamed
of the wickedness of the world for the past year & sorrowfully hid his face in sackcloth &
mourning. Thus ended the year 1861.

I wish I was in the Circle this very night & be in your very pleasant society once more. How |
love to hear your piano & those sweet songs; but not it cannot be. | want you to play one time
for me and imagine that | am on the water amid the winds & waves, sharks & porpoises. You
would be pleased to see those large porpoises playing around the vessel as she skims through the
water; just like lambs skipping around their dams. They are perfectly harmless & will run races
with the boat & as if to show their superior speed they will almost fly around the boat & then
skip off to one side & blow& then try it again.

We are almost on starvation here & for the first week of my campaign I lived on salt beef, fish,
oysters, c¢clams & mush. I d o n Oitrawliwithlpepper&l a ms b u
vinegar but for mush | l i ke 1t not at all . I
Now | have bake ovens & we have pretty good corn bread. We use the sweet bay leaves for tea.

| wish I had asampletosendyou. Ifyou want a sample of our <coff ece
corn crib. On my return to this place from S
but I was so tired & dusty that | concluded to stop at Baldwin 20 miles E. of Jacksonville at the

junction. Give my love to all & believe me sincerely your friend,

R.B. Smith



p® Article 1T iCompany K Goes [BRarkt 1@ ISy a2
Sergeant Mat Sterman, Company K, 7 th Florida

From May 1862 through March 1864, Company K of th&lprida Infantry Regiment suffered
al most 38% | ossesénot by combat action, but b

The Acoredo of Company K was a coast guard uni
of the 82 men served in either or baffl Lieutenant AbldVlerander's Coast Guard Detachment
andCaptain Henry Mulrenandés Florida Volunteer (
Confederate service at Gainesville in April 18G23bldiers of Florida in the Seminole Indian-

Civil and Spanish-A me r i ¢ a lists Y afficers and men for Company K. Florida Infantry.

There are AT LEAST 10 additional men not listed that were in fact part of Company K.

A great many of these Acoreod mariners were no
Shortly after leing mustered into Confederate service, Robert Watson and several of his
associates drafted a petition to the Confederate Secretary of the Navy:

AFort Brooks, Tampa, FI a. May 1 1862.
ATo the Hon. Stephen R. Ma | | datey of Aniiica,e ct or
Sir:

AThe undersigned Marines, Citizens of Key

they have been in the service of the State of Florida Coast Guard since the month of
December last, that lately they have been reorganizecdendow members of Captain
Robert B. Smithoés Company, 7th Regt. FIl ori
service of the Confederate States for three years of the war and stationed at Tampa, Fla.
That they are sincerely anxious to render good arndieffit service to their country and

are satisfied that the Army is not the proper place for them, that they have been informed

that Seamen in the Army can be transferred to the Navy, and therefore make this their
application, and pray to be transferredadGun Boat or other vessel of war where they

may have a chance to meet the enemy and st
respectfully/

AYour obedi ent servants. o0

fiSoldiersof Floridad6 | i st s 5 men who were transf,8ofred ou
them serving il€SS Savannah. This is misleading, as there were another 26 men taken into

naval service, and in addition @SS Savannah, the ships in which they served inclu@&S

Sampson, CSS Macon, CSS Chattahoochee, andCSS Tallahassee.

This aticle is intended to shed some light on the vessels and service of the men of Company K
who returned to the sea. | would like to take this opportunity to recognize and to thank Mssrs.
Dale Cox, Paul Bender, and Terry Foenander for their kindness andag#yan allowing me

the use of their research and images, without which this article would not have been possible.



CSS Chattahoochee

In late 1861, Columbus, Georgia, was a growing manufacturing center. Its far inland location
made it ideal for manufacturing uniforms, shoes, accoutrements, swords, firearms, and ships.
Unfortunately, the Chattahoochee River also made Columbus vulnerable to attacks by Union

riverine forces.

In the spring of 1862, the Confederate Navy contracted to have a gunboat built for the protection
of Columbus. This vessel would be named after the river upon which she was built. Her career

would be rather lackluster, having not once fired her guns in anger. Her only claim to fame
would be as a result of a tragic accident that occurred on Wednesday, May 27", 1863.

CSS Chattahoocheeas built at the shipyard of David S. Johnson at Saffold, Georgia, just north

of the Florida border.

Construction was overseen by Lieutenant
Catesby ap Roger Jones (who was also the

Aprecommd scommamde r|

late July 1862 to 1 January 1863.
Lieutenant Jones had served earlier in 1862
aboard the CSS Virginiaand commanded
the ironclad when Captain Franklin
Buchanan was wounded during her
engagement with the USS Monitor

CSS Chattahoochewess a wooden, twin-

screw steam gunboat. She was 141 feet long, with a beam of 30 feet, 8 mches feet She drew 7
feet, 3 inches of water, and could make 12 knots. Her armament consisted of four 32-pounder

smoothbore cannon, one 32-pounder rifle cannon, and one 9-inch smooth bore cannon. Her

compliment of officers and crew totaled 120 men. Of these, 1 officer and 11 enlisted men came
from Company K of the 7" Florida Infantry Regiment. 10 of the enlisted men were transferred

to the C.S. Navy on August 5", 1862:

Sergeant John Allison (Quartermaster)

Sergeant Charles H. Berry (Quartermaster
and Mate)

Private Thomas Burns (Ordinary Seaman)
Private Jules Chebert (Coxswain)

Sergeant Joseph E. Cole (Coal Heaver)

2% i eutenant Samuel

Private Charles Collins (2™ Class Fireman)

Private John Duke (Rating unknown)

Private Charles Miller (Rating unknown)

Corporal Samuel Morgan (Sailmaker)

Private John D. Sands (Ordinary Seaman)

B.

Ashby was

al

SO

from Con

Muster Roll for April 30" to November 14™, 1862, he was absent sick at Knoxuville, Tennessee.

He tendered his resignation on December 1%, 1862, to take effect on January 15", 1863. An



endorsement on his resignation stated, "Lt. Ashby is absent on sick leave and | afarmed by

the Lt. Colonel commanding the 7th Regiment that he (Lt. Ashby) has tendered his services to act
as Pilot to a gunboat built by the Confederate States Navy Department now ready for sea on the
Chattahoochee River and that the Navy Department teigimploy him at oncé

CSS Chattahoocheeas commissioned on January 1%, 1863, with Lieutenant Catesby ap Roger
Jones as her first commander. Shortly after commissioning, she was ordered down-river to the
town of Chattahoochee, Florida. The town is located at the confluence of the Chattahoochee and
Flint Rivers, at which point it becomes the Apalachicola River. Her orders were to assist in
protecting the river against an expected invasion of the river by Union forces.

During her short career, CSSChattahooche&ould be constantly plagued by machinery
problems. Her maiden voyage from Columbus to Chattahoochee was delayed several times due
to faulty boilers and pumps. These engine failures were a sign of things to come, and caused
much consternation amongst the crew.

Obstructions had been sunk at a couple of points in the river to assist in preventing an incursion
by Union naval forces. The second set of obstructions, at Rock Bluff, about a dozen miles south
of the town, restricted the Confederate gunboat's area of operations.

On February 4™, 1863, North Carolinian Lieutenant John Julius Guthrie succeeded to command

of the CSS Chattahooche&Vhile stationed at Chattahoochee, she received a great deal of repair
work. Completed on April 7", she departed on a trial run down river to the obstructions at Rock

10



Bluff. The run was completed without any major incident, and she returned to mundane duties at
Chattahoochee.

In mid-May, 1863, Union Lieutenant Commander George Morris, commanding USS Port Ryal,
learned that the blockade-runner Fashionwas loaded with cotton and stationed about 45 miles
above the town of Apalachicola. He decided to send a small invasion force up river in an
attempt to capture her.

On the night of Saturday, May 23", 1863, 41 Union naval personnel under the command of
Acting Master Edgar Van Slyck proceeded in three small rowboats, under cover of darkness, up
the Apalachicola River. They had to row against the strong current past Confederate-occupied
Fort Gadsden, which they succeeded in doing about 2 o'clock on the morning of May 24™. Eight
hours later the party reached Canida Creek, situated some 45 miles up the river.

On inspecting the river a short distance further, Acting Master Edgar Van Slyck was convinced
that it was practically impossible for a sloop the size of the Fashionto have proceeded past that
point, and decided to turn back. However, some miles down the river, a barge was sighted,

giving an indication that the sloop was close at hand. A party was sent up Owl Creek, where the
Fashionwas discovered and captured without resistance. Heavy rain covered the retreat of the
raiding party after their capture of the sloop. As the retreating sailors passed Fort Gadsden, a
round of canister was fired at the fort, without response. The raiding party returned to USS Port
Royalat the mouth of the Apalachicola River on Monday, May 25" without a single casualty.

Lieutenant Guthrie, learning of the capture of the Fashion decided to head downstream and
attempt her recapture. On May 26", CSS Chattahoochdweaded for the obstructions. 20 miles
into the run, it was determined that there was not sufficient depth over a bar to admit passage of
the vessel. This being the case, the vessel was anchored for the night.

On the morning of May 27", 1863, it was determined that the river had raised enough to permit
passage, and orders were issued to raise steam in an attempt to try and cross the bar. Certain
problems were encountered in the engine room and, when the pump was started, a tremendous
explosion rocked the vessel.

Aboard the CSS Chattahoocheke scene was chaotic, with some of the wounded running

around frantic with pain, leaving the impression of their bleeding feet on the deck. Others were
panic-stricken. Several sailors jumped into the river on the assumption that the magazine would
soon explode. Of these, three would dr own
being Quartermaster Charles H. Berry (formerly Sergeant, Company K" Elorida Infantry).

The ship sank in shallow water. The dead and wounded were moved ashore, where they
remained until the next afternoon, during which time a terrible storm raged.

A dispatch on page 870, of Volume 17, of the Official Records of the Navies, gives the following

description of the death of Midshipman Charles K Mallory, one of the officers on board the
stricken vessel

11



"Poor Mallory! I shall never forget his appearance. | would not have known him had he
not spoken. His face, hands, and feet were scalded in thdemidse manner; he plead
piteously to have his wounds attended to. | urged the doctor, who, by the way, was almost
used up himself, to pay Mallory some attention. He then told me that he would have to
wait for some assistance. He then said that Maltayld not live. You would have

thought differently had you seen him. | could not make up my mind that he would die.
When they first commenced to remove the cloths he was talking cheerfully, but the
nervous system could not stand the shock. He commenkedysand was a corpse

before they had gotten half through. Duffy, the fireman, expired on the nekt day

Those killed in the explosion, and those who later succumbed to their wounds were:

Third Assistant Engineer Fred W.
Arents, of Richmond, Virginia

Quartermaster Charles H. Berry, of
Tampa, Florida (formerly Sergeant,
Company K, 7" Florida Infantry)

Pilot William B. Bilbro, of Columbus,
Georgia

Coal Heaver Edward Conn, of
Apalachicola, Florida

Second Class Fireman Charles Douglas
Fireman Cornelius Duffy, of
Apalachicola, Florida

Second Assistant Engineer Henry
Fagan, of Key West, Florida

Landsman Manassa Faircloth, of Florida

Paymaster's Clerk Eugene Henderson, of
Tuskegee, Alabama

First Class Fireman Joseph Hicks, of
Georgia

Third Assistant Engineer Euclid P. Hodges, of
Maryland

Seaman John Joliff

Landsman James H. Jones, of Florida

Second Class Fireman Enoch C. Lanpher, of
Columbus, Georgia

Midshipman Charles K. Mallory, of Virginia

Landsman William Moore, of Florida

Landsman John S. Spear, of Florida

Landsman James Thomas, of Florida
Landsman Lewis C. Wild, of Florida

Several other members of the crew were wounded, among them Coal Heaver Joseph E. Cole
(formerly Sergeant, Company K" Elorida Infantry).

The men who died were brought to Chattahoochee and buried. The survivors were removed to
Columbus, Georgia, aboard the steamer William H. Youngarriving there five days after the
accident. The surviving crew members were detached to various commands, some of them being
attached to the newly commissioned CSS Savannalccording to Lieutenant Augustus
McLaughlindés report of 15 June, 1863:

12



i él gave the men quarters in my mold room, and sent 40 of them the next day to
Savannah [Georgia]. They arrived on the day t68$] Savannah was put in

commission. The men were all nicely dressed when they left here, and on their arrival at
Savannah, being all straight and in good condition, were the cause of many remarks. It
was certainly reflecting great credit to those who had organizelddgsciplined the crew.

| felt proud of them. During their stay with me there was not one guilty of the slightest
improprietyo

Among those 40 men were at least four from Company K of the 7" Florida Infantry Regiment:

Private Jules Chebert Private Samuel Morgan
Private Charles Miller Private John D. Sands

It was assumed that the explosion of May 27", 1863, was the result of inattention to the
condition of water in the boiler. From Lieut

fi éThe vessl had started for the obstructions, and had gone but 20 miles when it was
found there was not sufficient water on the bar to admit of her crossing. The vessel was
anchored. The next morning it was ascertained that the river had swollen, when orders
were gven to raise steam, and, as near as | can learn, they commenced firing up at or
near 10 o'clock with wood. At 12 m., when the relief came down (which, by the way,
accounts for the number of deaths), the steam gauge was showing 7 pounds of steam. It is
nowunderstood that it was out of order the day previous. A discussion how arose with
regard to the quantity of water in the boiler. Mr. Fagan, the senior engineer, being at the
time in his bunk with a chill, hearing the dispute, and fearing from the lefgthe

since the fires had been started that something was wrong, hastened to the engine room
and was descending the ladder when the explosion took place. Curiosity had taken the
pilot to the engine room, and some think it was he who started the pungxplbsion

was instantaneous with the starting of the punap

Soon after the accident, CS S Ch at t guhs wareaeboeerdasd sent to Lieutenant
Augustus McLaughlin, at the naval station in Columbus, Georgia, for eventual disposal.

In January 1864, the wreck of the CSS Chattahoocheeas floated. In March 1864, Lieutenant
George Washington Gift, who had previously served aboard the vessel before later being
detached, assumed command of the still unseaworthy CSS Chattahooched\t about the same
time, the 11" enlisted man from Company K, Private Samuel George Curry, would be
transferred to the CSS Chattahoochedn June of 1864, she was towed to the Navy Yard at
Columbus, Georgia, where she would undergo extensive repairs and receive a new boiler and
engines. She remained under repair for the remainder of that year.

When the Confederates abandoned the Apalachicola River in December 1864, the CSS

Chattahoochegvas moved up the Chattahoochee River, and was scuttled by her own officers
near Columbus as Union troops approached the city.
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A 30-foot section of the stern and steam engines of
the CSSChattahoocheevere recovered from her
namesake river in 1964. A rare surviving example of
Confederate shipbuilding, CSSChattahoochee
represents the innovative and resourceful
improvisation of the Confederacy as it built a fleet of
river and coastal defense gunboats and ironclads
during the Civil War. This ship represents the only

@ Confederate Navy gunboat to survive the war.

CSSChattahoochegs exhibited at the National Civil
War Naval Museum, 1002 Victory Drive, Columbus, Georgia. She is also listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Some years ago, a construction crew discovered
the unmarked burial site of the Confederate
sailors who died in the boiler explosion and
sinking of the C.S.S. Chattahooched& memorial
was erected in 1994 by the  William Anderson
Sanders Chapter of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, Lake Wales, Florida.

Located under oak trees just south of the main
entrance of today's Florida State Hospital, the
monument includes an inscription of the ship and
a list of the names of those who lost their lives in
the tragic accident.

2% Upcoming Events
2008

July 4-6, 2008. 145" Gettysburg Anniversary Reenactment (Gettysburg, PA). For information,
visit the Battle of Gettysburg site at http://reenactor.gettysburgreenactment.com/index.htm -
FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

July 19, 2008. Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact Captain
Skip Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1% Sergeant Keith Van Leuven,
Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com - COMPANY EVENT i MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION
REQUESTED

August 16, 2008.Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact
Captain Skip Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1* Sergeant Keith Van Leuven,
Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com - COMPANY EVENT i MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION
REQUESTED
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September 57, 2008. Battle of Tunnel Hill Civil War Reenactment (Tunnel Hill, GA). For
information, contact Ken Sumner, Phone: 678-247-4745, Email: MtnRifle@bellsouth.net, or
visit the Tunnel Hill Heritage Center at http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm

September 1921, 2008.145" Battle of Chickamauga (Walker County, GA). For information,
visit the Battle of Chickamauga website at http://www.battleofchickamauga.net or call 1-800-
624-0281, ext 397. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i MAXIM UM PARTICIPATION
REQUESTED

October 31, November 12, 2008 Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm, GA). For information, contact
Earl Zeckman at ezeckman@bellsouth.net or visit the Battle of Atlanta website at
www.atlantacampaign.com - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i MAXIMUM
PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

December 57, 2008. 2™ Annual Battle of Hogtown at Poe Springs, Florida (a.k.a. Battle of
Gainesville, approximately three miles west of High Springs). For additional information,
contact Cpl. John McLean at mcleanjgator@yahoo.com. You can also check out the Poe Springs
Park website at http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i
MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

2009

January 16-18, 2009.29" Annual Brooksville Raid Festival (Brooksville, FL). The website for
this event is currently under construction T please be patient. - FLORIDA BATTALION
EVENT i MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

February 13-15, 2009.145™ Battle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For information, visit the Battle
of Olustee site at http://battleofolustee.org/ - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT i
MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

March 7-8, 2009. 144™ Anniversary of the Battle of Natural Bridge (Woodville, FL). We need
Yankees! For information, contact Mark Rominger at m_rominger@yahoo.com or Chris Ellrich
at cellrich@hotmail.com.

p® Coming Next Month

rs to AnniaP aratnTenss d@dltipart &rticle continues

e Article TALett e
the third Ietf“,&&&,(‘) i Tall ahassee, Mar ch 1

wi t h
e Article TACompany K Goes [BRaki{C3® S®wannahods na

compliment totaled 25 officers and 150 sailors. 24 of those sailors would come from the
ranks of Company Ke
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WANTED 1 To Buy/Sell/Trade

Avail able for puntchmaslee ¢
tent ridge pol e. Al l ows
down into two shorter lengths for easier transportation and
storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installation

instructions. Interested parties may communicate any serious L__‘_&_:
inquiry by correspondence to Private Gary Newman, Company ] - e

K, 7" Florida Infantry. travelingrebel53@yahoo.com
(11/14/2007)

WANTED i Used, reproduction Enfield bayonet. Condition NOT important. Please

contact Private Fred Strok of Company K, 7" Florida at 727-502-0230, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
weekdays, any time on weekends. Pl ease | e
(03/12/2008)

Available for purchase, Bound Editions of Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol.I-XX (20
books) 1962-1982. $100 / OBO. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry
by correspondence to Corporal Russell Mouser, Company K, 7" Florida.
mouserfla@webtv.net -or- mousercompanyk@webtv.net (03/27/2008)

Available for purchase, double-b a g knapsack. E%Fboridh | ent shape
Company Ko mar ki ngs, [|$8dirknsinteaeded parfiesmag ver bee
communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Tom Giminaro at

tgiminaro@yahoo.com - or i by calling 813-892-9354. (04/13/2008)

Available for purchase, RWS German percussion caps for rifle
muskets . WO g4 caps per tin.
tin. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by
correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, Company I, 5 Florida
Infantry at catman6375@msn.com  (04/14/2008)

| t hem

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GUKWailable for

purchase, double-bag knapsacks. Captain Short of the 3" Florida has negotiated a very

good price for WiachesterBullabk pddbles st aomaim d i ndi
$80. 00, but thanks to Captain Shortdés effo
of 10 or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backpack. Blanket straps are an additional

$5.00. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by calling AWinchester

Sutlerdo a t88883B®(evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the

Department of the Gulf and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.

(04/23/2008)

Private Kevin Gonzalez of Company K, 7" Florida Infantry, lost/misplaced his XXL

Aknuckl e draggero Union sack coat at Brook
knows of its whereabouts, please contact him at kevinl51mg@yahoo.com. (04/23/2008)
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