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 Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the July edition of your newsletter.  Since the summer is upon us and things are 

rather slow, I thought it appropriate to remember what some of us were doing at this time last 

year:  Gettysburg.  Thanks to Chris Hendrix for sending along some pictures from Gettysburg 

145
th
.  I canôt believe itôs been a year already.  The 150

th
 will be here before we know it.  As 

always, please feel free to send any articles, book reviews, after-battle reports, pictures, etc to be 

included in the newsletter. 

 

I received a message from our good corporal Harry Keenan about some medical issues so please 

keep him and Miss Terri in your prayers. 

 

I also received the following from Eric Sterman who has been deployed to Iraq again.  Please 

remember Eric, Mat and Sandy, and all of the men and women serving our country in your 

prayers.  Ericôs email address is eric.sterman@centcom.mil. 

 
What's going on Keith? 
 
Things are going well over here. I have been extremely busy with work. But the good news is that it is making 
my time go quickly. I work Law and Order over here, basically police officer for a base of 15,000. It's not as 
dangerous as last time, but of course there is no safe place in Iraq.  How are things with the company? I hope 
all is well with you and the family. Take care. 
 
Eric  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our summer drill on the 11th.  Until then, I remain, 
 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

 Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  ï June 13   
 

Call to Order  by President Mouser. 

 

Invocation was given by Jeff Gibson. 

 

Old Business 

 

Secretaryôs Report given by Keith Van Leuven.  Motion to accept the report as published in the 

February newsletter was made by John Mitchell.  The second was made by Jack Coleman and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Treasurerôs Report was not provided as Tom Giminaro was not present. 

 

mailto:eric.sterman@centcom.mil
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Quartermasterôs Report was given by Gary Newman who reported all company gear is 

accounted for and is clean and ready for service.  Motion to accept the report was made by John 

Mitchell.  Second was made by Burt Reynolds and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Russell Mouser reported that advance orders are now being taken for our new Company K shirts 

and that we will continue to accept orders until the July drill.  Cost per shirt is $17 and the size 

will be XL (larger sizes may cost more) and must be paid for in advance.  The shirts should be 

delivered by our August drill.  The shirts will have a small logo on the front breast and a large 

logo on the back.  The logo is as follows:  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Russell Mouser passed out our new insurance cards.  Please replace your old cards as the new 

cards have a different phone number on them. 

 

Medical forms were discussed and distributed. 

 

Russell reported that Eric Harvester is leaving the hobby and has offered 11 lbs of powder to the 

company at a cost of $100.  The powder will be available for purchase next meeting. 

 

The drawing was held and the winners were:  Mark Miller (2xôs) who took home the coveted 

Sun King mug, Burt Reynolds (2xôs), Keith Van Leuven (2xôs), Harold Smith (2xôs), Jeff Gibson 

(2xôs), and Earl Towery.  Russell Mouser reported that we are always accepting donations of 

items for our drawings as it is our primary way to raise money. 

 

New Business 

 

Russell Mouser reported on Kevin Ogden who is currently serving in Mosul, Iraq.  We will be 

sending out at least two boxes of items to Kevin and donations will be accepted through the 

summer.  Motion was made by John Mitchell to send Kevin one of our new shirts at company 

expense.  Burt Reynolds made the second and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Upcoming Events were discussed and will be added to the events page of the newsletter and to 

the website.  Please refer to these areas. 

 

Welcome to Jeff Barnes who has joined our ranks.  Welcome also to Ellis Oglesby and Harold 

Smith who were given new member packets.  Welcome also to Earl Towery and Tony Haug 

from the 8
th
 Florida, Company K who joined us for drill and our meeting.  We hope to see you 

again. 

 

The next business meeting will be on July 11
th

. 
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 Presidential Pontifications                                     
         
Greetings all! Co. K had a good turnout for our June drill, 

with one recruit and several visitors from other units. With 

the good Capt. up Virginny way, we were under the 

leadership of 1st Sgt. Van Leuven and 2nd Sgt. Mitchell, 

who did a right smart job. Our meeting went well, as did 

our raffle. 

 

We gathered enough to get our first care package off to 

Kevin Ogden in Iraq.  

  

(Russell received the following from Kevinôs mother, Linda 

in response to his message to her about sending Kevin the first 

package) 

 
Russell, 
 
Thank you so much.  I am sure he will appreciate it and I certainly do appreciate all your thoughts and prayers 
for him while he is there.  Pray for a safe return home. 
 
Linda Ogden 

 

We will continue taking donations to send over to him and his unit.  Needed are the following:  

Sunscreen, magazines (current stuff like Sports Il., Car&Driver, Amer. Chopper etc.)  No large 

size formats (like Rolling Stone) as they won't fit in the box.  No racy stuff.  

TicTacs/Altoids/gum, hard candy, Slim-Jim/beef jerky (please, no pork),  single serve packages 

of peanuts, crackers  snack bars, or cookies, Gatorade powder mix                                          

Gold Bond powder; single size shampoos, toothpaste, floss, etc. Personal notes or cards are 

welcome.  Remember folks, think small, single serve. Easy to carry, easy to trade, easy to use. 

Also monetary donations to offset mailing (each small box costs $12 to mail) or purchase items 

are welcome.  

        

Our next drill and meeting is July 11. I hope to see even more of you this time around.  We will 

be taking advance orders for Co. K tee-shirts thru the July drill. Shirts will be $17 each and will 

be XL unless otherwise requested. We plan to have them ready for the Aug. drill. 

 

P.S. Folks, keep Harry Keenan in your thoughts and prayers as he heals up from some medical 

work. 

 

Yr Obedient Servant,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser 
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 The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

July 2009 

  

From what I have been told, we had an excellent turnout 

for the June drill.  I wish I could have been there, but 

duty called elsewhere.  I also understand that the "Good" 

1st Sgt. had the 2nd Sgt. and Cpls. instruct during 

drill.   It's always good to have people practice instructing 

others from a backward position/frame of mind. 

 

Congratulations to Mark Miller on capturing the "Sun King" mug.  We are always looking for 

donations for our summer drill drawings.  So, if you have something to donate, please do. 

 

I plan to have my duties completed here in Virginia in the near future.  I, therefore, should be 

present for our next muster on July 11.  I'm sure we will have more discussion about the 

possibility of attending either Atlanta or Missionary Ridge as a unit. 

 

Don't forget to order your new Co. K t-shirt.  Orders go in after the next drill. 

 

We're nearing the hot humid summer months. Take care and take advantage of the shade and 

consume copious amounts of liquids. 

 

Until we meet again. 

  

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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          The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  
 
Men of Company K, 

 

I was very pleased with everyoneôs performance at our drill.  All the 

hard work being put in by Sergeant Mitchell and Corporals Keenan, 

Mouser, and Giminaro as well as our brevet Corporals, Arrison, 

Reynolds and Gibson to effectively train our men is paying 

dividends.  Well done, lads. As promised, I once again present to 

you Godfreyôs Rhymed Tactics (1862) where we will begin looking 

at the Manual of Arms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                            Digitized by Google 
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  The Quartermaster ôs Report                            

 
Not much is happening in the Quartermaster world.  All gear is accounted 
for. 
 
Please find attached the words and background of "Songs of the Civil 
War".  The stories behind the songs are very interesting. 
 
Gary Newman 

 
When the state of Mississippi seceded from the Union on January 9, 1861 a blue flag 

bearing a single white star was raised over the capital building in Jackson to the 

cheers of the citizens gathered below.  In the excited crowd that January day was an 

Irish-born comedian and actor named Harry McCarthy, who, caught up in the drama 

of the moment, composed some lyrics which captured his thoughts about the 

occasion and set them to a tune from his birthplace, The Irish Jaunting Car.  He 

called his creation ñThe Bonnie Blue Flagò.   

 

The song was premiered in the spring of 1861 during a concert in Jackson and again 

in September in New Orleans for soldiers headed to the war in Virginia.  The response was enthusiastic 

and McCarthy had one of the first ñhitsò of the war in his hands.   

 

The New Orleans music publishing house of A. E. Blackmar issued six editions of the ñBonnie Blue 

Flagò between 1861 and 1864 along with three additional arrangements.  When Major General Benjamin 

Butler captured New Orleans, he allegedly arrested Blackmar, fined Blackmar $500, destroyed all copies 

of the music, and ordered that anyone caught whistling or singing ñThe Bonnie Blue Flagò would be fined 

$25. 

 

1 .We are a band of brothers and native to the soil 

Fighting for our Liberty, With treasure, blood and toil 

And when our rights were threatened, the cry rose near and far 

Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star! 

Chorus: 

Hurrah! Hurrah! 

For Southern rights, hurrah! 

Hurrah for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star. 

2. As long as the Union was faithful to her trust 

Like friends and like brethren, kind were we, and just 

But now, when Northern treachery attempts our rights to mar 

We hoist on high the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star. 

Chorus 

3. First gallant South Carolina nobly made the stand 

Then came Alabama and took her by the hand 

Next, quickly Mississippi, Georgia, and Florida 

All raised on high the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star. 

Chorus 

4. Ye men of valor gather round the banner of the right 

Texas and fair Louisiana join us in the fight 

Davis, our loved President, and Stephens statesmen rare 

Now rally round the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star.  

 

Chorus 

5. Now here's to brave Virginia, the old Dominion State, 

With the young Confederacy at last has sealed her fate, 

And spurred by her example, now other states prepare 

To hoist high the bonnie blue flag that bears a single star. 

Chorus 

6. Then cheer, boys, cheer, raise a joyous shout 

For Arkansas and North Carolina now have both gone out, 

And let another rousing cheer for Tennessee be given, 

The single star of the Bonnie Blue Flag has grown to be eleven. 

Chorus 

7. Then here's to our Confederacy, strong we are and brave, 

Like patriots of old we'll fight, our heritage to save; 

And rather than submit to shame, to die we would prefer, 

So cheer for the Bonnie Blue Flag that bears a single star. 

Chorus 
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 Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 14  
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna 

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. Captain Smithôs 

great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has permitted 

your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article 

continues in this issue with the fourteenth letter, May 21, 1864ò ï Editor. 

 

7
th
 Fla Vols. Bates Division 

Hardees Corps Army Ten 

Etowa River Saturday May 21
st
 1864 

 

My Dearest Friend Lannie, 

 

Before everything else I must thank you for the last two favors.  Surely you have turned a ñnew 

leafò!!  I should have answered both long ago but have been marching or fighting everyday since 

the reception of your last.  

 

Just two weeks to day we left our camps at Dalton to form line of battle & have been every since 

then seeing some hard service.  The fighting has been desperate & the marching by night & by 

day very hard.   

 

Very often indeed I might say every night we march all night long.  Sometimes we are so tired 

and sleepy that the moment we rest all hands fall asleep.  It is really terrible.  I have been acting 

as Lt. Coln of this regt. & am entitled to a horse but have none.  I would give most anything for 

my horse now. 

 

We fought the Yanks two days at Dalton & then fell back to Resaca where again fought them 

two days.  This day week I commanded the skirmishers & had a terrible hard fight.  The Yankee 

skirmishers advanced upon my line & I gave the word.  I let the enemy get right close & then 

gave the command ñfireò when I heard several of them cry out, Oh! Lordy! Again we fired & 

again their wounded would hollow.  They fell back but getting some more reinforcements came 

again.  That time the skirmishers belonging to the Ky & Ga Brigades on my right & left gave 

way & I was compelled to give up my fine position.  I ran along the line to see if I could not get 

them up again & finishing that I was the senior Capt present gave the order to ñchargeò & right 

gallantly we drove them back without losing a man.  The Yanks tried to make their skirmishers 

do the same but could not.  We could hear the officers giving their orders & cursing their men 

because they would not advance.  The underbrush & woods were so thick we could not see them 

though only about 100 yds distant.  Thus we lay for half an hour anxiously awaiting their 

approach.  I surmised they were bring up a line of battle & so it turned out.  Their skirmishers 

advanced on us this time very cautiously crawling on the ground like snakes, all was still as 

death when at length the wood reverberated by the report of a rifle from my line & I heard 

another Yankee cry aloud, One of my men discovered him crawling along on the ground.  Again 

& again the deadly rifle opened first from our side then the other for the enemy had gained a 

position where they could ___ ___ us.  Very soon three flags of the enemy came looming up 

before us & showed a long line of battle.  My boys looked anxiously for the word to retreat & 
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well it was that I gave it for just then the Yanks raised a shout & charged us & in a moment were 

upon us.  We had a large open field to cross before reaching cover & this entire line of battle 

firing at us all the time.  I stopped once to see what my men were dong & how many were killed.  

The balls rained all around & I was twice wounded, once in the coat & once in my haversack. 5 

of my men were killed & 5 wounded.  When I started next time I tell you I made tracks.  I canôt 

see how any of us escaped.   

In jumping a small creek close by the enemyôs line I lost my hat & knew it would be death to 

return & so lost it.  I am now wearing a Yankôs cap.  We have the satisfaction of knowing we 

killed many more of them than did of us.   

 

All day Saturday & Sunday we were busy fighting.  The Yanks made but one advance & were 

repulsed with terrible slaughter but they shelled and sharp shot us all both days.  I saw 4 men 

killed just by my side at one shot.  They were torn all to pieces. 

 

On Sunday night I was again placed in command of the skirmishers to cover our retreat.  All the 

army left at 9 Oôclock & the quiet & intense stillness was painful.  At 10 Oôclock the enemy 

advanced through the darkness in great numbers, yelling like that many devils.  We fought them 

as long as possible but being overpowered I told them to save themselves as best they could.  I 

ran back & lay concealed in the woods.  The Yanks ran all around & every moment I feared they 

would discover me.  I having my watch & some money & hid my watch in a small coffee bag 

full of coffee that Sister sent me & my money in my shoe.  I then waited until moon down & 

under cover of the darkness made my escape.  All my men but two did the same.  I donôt know 

whether they were killed or captured.  Since then with the exception of a little skirmishing there 

has been little fighting.  I expect we have lost 3000 and the enemy 12000 men in the last two 

weeks.   

 

We are falling back but not because we are either whipped or out generalled.  Joe Johnston is all 

right yet never fear this retreat was planned months ago.  Two days ago Johnston issued a 

circular in which he said ___ ___ ___ us to fight the enemy.  The great battle of the war will 

soon be fought & I think the victory will be ours, though many very many lives will be sacrificed. 

Pray earnestly for us.   

 

Oh! That the women & children at home only knew how earnestly we wish they will beseech our 

Heavenly Father for us. 

 

You should have private prayer meetings to meet from house to house for that laudable object. 
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 Photo Essay:  Gettysburg 145 th  A Look Back  
 

             
 

             
 

                   
                                                                      Pickett's Charge (K center/left)


