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@ Notes from the Editor

Welcometo the July edition of your newsletter | know the picture on the title page is a Union
monument but | thought it was interesting that Colorado provided troops to the Union during the war
and | wanted to share it with yolKKathy and | spent a week in Coémlo visiting my brother and his
lovely wife, Jill and what a stunningly beautiful state it is.

In this edition you will find an interesting photo essay provided to us by Barbara Schmidt who is the
historian at Egmont Key. Barbara lives out west and ntgceattended a memorial honoring
Confederate dead from the 1862 battle at Dragoon Springs, Arizona. The yearly event is sponsored by
the Arizona Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.

Also in this edition you will find some original art work bgick Coleman inviting us to the event at
Vet eranos P a a keartbreakinQettdr oy €larg Barton on the eve of the Battle of
Frecericksburgprovided by Gary Newmamanda good i meme® by Fred Strok

| look forwardto seeing everyone at ouextsummer drill on tha 0",

Respectfully,
1% Sergeant Van Leuven

& June Business Meeting Minutes

Call to order by Russell Mouser
Invocationwasmadeby Keith Van Leuven
Old Business

Secretaryds Report by Keitteha¥taanr époavenin Mebi oar
made by Art Davis. Second was made by Burt Reynolds and the motion passed by unanimous vote.

Treasured s R wgs onade by Tom Giminaro. Tom reported that the insurance check and roster has
been sent to Roger Statzer. The website check has also been sent. Motion to accept the report was made
by John Mitchell. The second was made by Jeff Gibson and the rpassed by unanimous vote.

Quartermasterds Report was made by Gary Newman.
good condition and that we have approximately one pound of rolled and packaged cartridges for fresh
fish. We tave powder for da at $13 perld andcaps at $10 per tin.Motion was made by Burt
Reynolds to accept the report. Second was made by Art Davis and the motion passed with Jack
Coleman opposed (We do not know why).

Events were discussed with drill on July 10 and Auddsas the most immediate. Art Davis reported
that the Dade City event has been moved from Labor Day weekend to December 4, 5. We also
discussedheEg mont Key event in November and Veteranos

The drawing was held and the winners wereurtBZachery, Burt, Keith, Manny, Gary, Gary, Art,
Brandon, and Zachery.



New Business

John Mitchell and Russell Mouser discussed changes in NPS rules regarding use of rifles at National
Park events. Thestated that no one under the age ollbbe pemitted tofire a rifle. Soldiers under

the age of 16 may carry but not fire. Inspections will be conducted by NPS staff. Expect inspections to
take longerat least initially.

Discussed 1580 anniversary events, particularly early war (Fort Clincf, Manassas, etc), and
importance of getting prepared for an early war impression as soon as possible. This will be discussed
in greater detail at July meeting.

Russel]l di scussed desire to have a fimeatiero
Discussed possible ideas including articles about how and why you became interested in reenacting,
ancestor biographies, book reviews, and possibpyrirging the Watson letters.

We discussed doing something to thank Margueriténder who graciouslallowed us to enjoyhe
Robert Smith letters in our newsletteDiscussed sending her a Company K shirt as thanks and Keith
Van Leuven will follow up.

We discussed the invitation from Ross Lamoreaux and the Tampa Bay History Center as printed in the
Jure newsletter regarding local I%@nniversary eventsJohn Mitchell will follow up.

The next meeting will be held at the July drill.
Benediction was given by Jeff Gibson.

Meeting closed by Russell Mouser.

A0 Presidential Pontifications

Greetings All! Well, our June gathering was very successful, ament to
thank all of you who made it soln addition to drill, the comany split into
workshops to replenish our cartridge supply and clean our company mukkets.
was a learning experience for manl.in fact, learned that | have been rolling
my cartridges WRONG for nearly 15 years, as was clearly pointed out by ‘i
EVERYONE!! Thank you all SO MUCH for educating me in this matt€r|I
just take my gluesticks and gdhome!!!). Seriouslythough, it was great to see
the cooperation put for by everyone involved. It is times like these | am proud to
be a member of Co. K.

We had a lively meeting, covering many issues, and a good raffle that \eerg a
way toward bolstering our treasury.

At our July gathering, we willeturn to our traditional formatcompany drill followed by a company
business meeting, with a raffle leaktime. We will meet on July 10th at 9a.rat Veteans Park, off
US 301, just south of the FI&tate FairgroundsDress is modern, comfortable, casual (remember it is
HOT!). Bring your leathersmusket,and canteen.Cold water and soft drinks wibe available. As
always, donations to raffle off or sell are always welcorBeing along any old history magazines or
books totrade or give awayThese gatherings are always a lot of fun, so | hope to see all of you there!



P.S. There are just a faeeshirts left! Get them while you can!

Yr Obdt Srvt,
1st Cpl. Russell Mouser
Pres.7th Fl. Co. K

& The Captainés Desk

It looks like | missed another deadlin@ops!

I'm at my mother's and have been for a number of d&ym's 82 and | %
things have gotten somewhat out of hand on house upl@®s@Bev and | ¢
have been here a while scraping paint and repaittimgutside. Still have
two or more days to gol. suppose the editor will flog me whence | appear
again.

Here's hoping that your July 4 thoughts of 1776 and not that of 1B&3.former was a much better
year in regards to independence of oppressed.sou

The heat and sweling weather is upon us, so rember to hydrate, whether it loe a parade, yard
work, or next week's drill. Please remember to attend our summer drills and meetigsneed the

input of all of you to make a cohesive unit. Keitll once again be in charge and it was reported that he
did a right smart job in Jundt's great to have NCOs that you can count on and who can step up into the
officer's slot when needed.

My knee is finally getting to the point where | can get aroanfit without a brace, so maybe it was just
ligament strain and not as serious as | had thoukyhtlooking forward to testing it out at the August
drill and at the Wing House, afterward$. Bev and | are both looking forward to seeing everyone
again. We miss you folks!

Your Obt. Srvt.
Capt. S. Fletcher

<D The1stSergeantds Journal

Men of Company K,

We shall look, once again, at daily activiteesd drill of which all soldiers must
be proficient. This entry will focus on Guard Mouror our purposes we shall
focus on the Sergeant of the Guard, the Corporal of the Guard and the duti
the sentinels.

The Sergeant of the Guard (SOG) insutett teliefs are timely.He oversees
the Corporal of the GuarddOG). At retreat, while accompanied by two armed
soldiers, the SOG folds the colors and sees to their care for the night.
insures that the sutlers store is closed, that the men havé defd that the
kitchen fires are oudt the appointed time. At reveille, accompanied by two armed soldiers, he replants
the colors.



The Corporal of the Guardssists the SOG. He marches reliefs to their posts and does so in the
following manner: Therelief detail always forms at the guard tefithe COG will form the men and

inspect arms. After inspection the COG will march the relief to their respective postsrelief is

marched at support arms. The COG marches the new relief to within €% phthe sentinel being
relieved and halts them. He then commands: i Nu
sentinel tofiadvance and the old and new sentinel of the post being relieved exchange information and
instructions at avhisper. The COG then orders the relieveentinelto fall in, placing him at the rear of

the detachment, orders him to support arms and continues on until all posts are relieved. He then
marches them to the guard tent where they are dismissed.

The COG is ahays on alertfot he cr vy, Acorpor al of the guardo, vi
would be detrimental to good military order and discipline. The COG also relieves the sentinels for
short periods if they need to eat or visit the sink.

Sentinels The sentinel over the colorallows no one to move or touch the colors except the color
bearer or the SOG under the escort of two armed rBemtinels along the color lirllow no arms to

be taken from the stacks unless ordered by an officer or N@@ guard. Th&entinel by the Colonels
tentwill warn the Regimental Commander of any unusual movements or activity in the camp.

Sentinels to the front, flank, or rear posisure that no enlisted soldier leesthe camp with a horse or
weapon, unles accompanied by an NC@nsures that no enlisted man or NCO passes out of camp at
night, except to visit the sinks. Arrests any suspicious persons at any time and arrests any persons who
attempts to enter camp at night. Sentinels will warn the advyaoste(COG) of the approach of any

armed body of men.

Upon relief, sentinels will move their weapon to shoulder arms, halt and face thingeientinel. He

will then move armso arms port and exchange the required information at a whisper. Heaillor

the COG to order him to fall in and will do so at the rear of the detachment. While at his post, the
sentinel follows orders from only the SOG and COG.

The following is an excellent example obUaion sentinel doing his duty protecting liemrales:

fé We got a call for picket dut vy, and were told anyone c:
Sergeant Mike Higgins went with us. He had been in the regular army five years and knew the drill from A to Z. He was a
model soldieand a good instructor. He was very emphatic in giving instructions and | never forgot what he told me.

He posted me and Nels Osgood at the forks of the road, Nels to watch the left hand road and | the right hand. We were to lay
down flat on our stomachna keep close watch, as they expected an attack at any time.

He told us what to do if the grand rounds came, or anyone else. We were not to know anyone until they gave the countersign,
which was never spoken above a whisper, and were never to let anydheipbands on our guns while on guard duty at

any time. The grand rounds might come at any time, and might not come at all. They were to see the guards were efficient
and safe, as the whole army depended on the picket to give the alarm in case d&f gttack he e ne my . He didnodt
grand rounds might come from any direction.

It was a nice moonlight night and very still. The road was dry and dusty. The reserve was some 40 yards back. There was
thick timber all around us. This was the first gdialuty | had ever done. We had lain there an hour or so when | heard a
saber tinkle against s spur. We both sprang to our feet an
our rear. They halted. | waited for Nels to challenge,dot he di dnot , I called, AWho goes t

They answred erdquridss awi th the countersign.o

Il said, AHalt grand rounds, di smount one and advance with



It was a brigadier general that came. | halted him when he got within six feetobtbthere without giving the countersign.
He put his hand out to push my gun aside as | had it at charge bayonet, but | slapped his arm with the bayonet, and told him
to keep his hands off my gun. He said he had to get up so as to whisper the countengigaui.

I sai d, fiYou | ean over the point of that bayonet and whi sy
false countersign.

I stepped back a | it tface!Marktine, doubleiickiManchh 6 A Ri ght about

He obeyedbut wanted to know what was wrong, and tried to bluff me, said | could see he was a Union officer. But | told him

to do just as | told him and he was all right, but if he made a false move, | would stick the bayonet right througHchim. | to
Nelstocalt he sergeant. |t seemed to me the sergeant wasnodét in
engine. The sergeant took them back to the reserve where there was a fire. The sergeant praised me for doing ag | did, said i

I h a d ndstl didd tbey would have put me in the guard house, which | was mortally afraid of. | was well pleased with
myself, and | suspected afterwards that the sergeant had directed him to me as | was a greenhorn, and they must have come
by t he r e shave to érill with thedawldvar® gquad after thiat.

With my Highest Respect and Admiration,

1% Sergeant Van Leuven

D The Quartermaster 0 Report

The June drill found yours truly busy with our first musket clean
worksh@. With the able hed of 2nd Sgt John Mitchell, werere able to %

¢

§

i
instruct our newest members in all aspects of proper muskiettenance ! <
In addition, we were able to give the company arrtfeough (and much % A $ ¢
neededl cleaning. | found our studentis bevery attentiven their studies, ;
and proficient in their duties. '

| would like to extend a hail and hearty thanks to those who toiled a

onerous task of rolling cartridgesthis has helped greatly in replacing and repl@nis our company
stocks. | still have a limited amount of powder on hand, so stock up while you can, as "a can in the hand
is worth two in the bush".

We are always in need of donations of uniformage and equipment, to replace or upgrade due to the wear
and tear of battle Of specal con@rn arebummers, kepis, or slouch hatssizeslarge, as it seems our
members heads have "swollen up" over time, perhaps due to their vast intellijéadeave, of late,
contacted a hattewyho may, it is hoped, assist in this matt€@o pleasecontact me, to fulfill every

need, in regards to equipment...you will thank me indeed!

Regards,

Gary Newman

727-501-2935
travelingrebel53@yahoo.com

& Bat tle at Dragoon Springs, Arizona, May 5, 1862

On May 5, 1862 soldiers from Company A Bay |l or 6s Regi ment of Ari zona
of Captain Sherod Hunter were sent from Tucson on a faygirty to gather stray cattle in the vicinity

of the abandoned Butterfield Overland Stagecoach Station at Dragoon Springs, located about 16 miles
from present day Benson, Arizona. As they entered a narrow box canyon, where the springs are located,

6


mailto:travelingrebel53@yahoo.com

the paty was ambushed by approximately 100 Chiricahaua Apache warriors under the command of war
chiefs Cochise and Francisco. Most of the Confederate force managed to escape but they 1&f behind
horses, 30 mules, and four of their comrades. Two of theegitaave been positively identified these

of Sergeant Sam Ford and a private known only as Richardo. The third grave is believed to be the
resting place of John Donaldson while the soldier in the fourth grave is unkricegend has it that a
Unionpriocner of war , present with the party, carved
graves.These brave Confederates are believed to be the most westerly Confederate battle deaths of the
War Between the States and are the only such to occur withicotifmes of viat is today modern

Arizona. | am gratefulo Barbara Schmidt for providing these pictures and information.




& Clara Barton at Fredericksburg



