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7th Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry 
Company K  

 
OFFICIAL BULLETIN for AUGUST, 2008 

 

 

 

 
Company K marching through Gettysburg.   

We are truly “greyhounds on the march and stayers in a fight!” 

 
 

In this Issue – 
 
Notes from Your Editor 
Company K Business Meeting Minutes – July 2008 
Presidential Pontifications 
The Captain’s Desk 
The 1st Sergeant’s Journal 
The Quartermaster Report 
Article:  Letters of Anna Jane Clark 
Upcoming Events 

 Coming Next Month 

WANTED – To Buy/Sell/Trade 
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Notes from Your Editor 
 
Just some brief thoughts about the recent changes in the functioning of our Company…As Mat 

stated numerous times, “this is your newsletter” and its overall success depends more on you 

than it does on me.  I will be the first to admit that I am not nearly as creative as Mat, nor do I 

have the amount of time he did to devote to this enterprise.  I will, however, do my utmost to 

make this newsletter something we can all be proud of.  I do not plan on changing the format and 

will continue to need book reviews and articles from you, the members of K.  One idea I did 

have during a brief moment of lucid thought was to have the members write biographies of their 

relatives, both Union and Confederate, who served with honor during the War Between the 

States.  If anyone has any other ideas, please send them along as I’m open to just about anything 

at this particular point.   

 

On another note, Mrs. Van Leuven has begun working on the website and it should be up well 

before the current one shuts down.  If I do say so myself, she is doing a wonderful job and I 

know it will do us all proud.  I expect to have some hard copies of the format of the website for 

all to critique at our next drill.  We are planning on having the newsletter archived and attached 

to the website as well as our medical and other necessary forms which may be printed off 

whenever required.  Any other ideas are appreciated.  In the meanwhile, put some thought into 

your newsletter and website and I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

Company K Business Meeting Minutes – July 2008 
 

7
th

 Florida Volunteer Infantry, Company K 

Meeting Minutes 

                                                                   July 19, 2008  

Company Drill at Veterans’ Park, Brandon, Florida 

 
Call to Order by President Mouser 

 

Invocation by Bob Arrison 

 

Secretary’s Report was given by Keith Van Leuven.  Motion to accept the report as printed in 

the July newsletter was made by Skip Fletcher.  Second was made by Dave Hendrix.  Motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Treasurer’s Report was given by Tom Giminaro.  Tom reported the only expenses since the 

last meeting were for flowers sent to Steve and Mary Paulus and for some Florida stars 

purchased for new members.  Motion to accept the report was made by Burt Reynolds.  Second 

was made by John Mitchell and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 
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Quartermaster’s Report was given by Russell Mouser who reported that all the company 

equipment loaned out for the Gettysburg campaign had been returned to the QM stores.  Motion 

to accept report was made by John Mitchell and the second was made by Art Davis.  Motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Old Business: 

 

There was no old business discussed. 

 

New Business: 

 

Russell Mouser announced the following: 

 

Kevin Ogden is heading to Iraq in November and we should begin sending care packages again 

to show our support and appreciation. 

 

Steve and Mary Paulus’ daughter passed away.  There are no details.  Please remember the 

Paulus’ in your prayers. 

 

Gary Newman is recovering at home after surgery.  Please pray for a quick recovery for Gary. 

 

Steve Brown sends his regards and looks forward to joining us in the ranks again shortly. 

 

Welcome to Mike Collins who is a guest of Tony Rodriquez.  We hope you will consider joining 

us again. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

August 16 will be our final drill of the summer.  We will have a large drawing at the meeting 

following the drill.  We will discuss setting dates for civilian and military elections. 

 

Wayne Sweat reported on the Dade City event to be held August 31 and September 1.  Wayne 

encouraged all to attend and support the museum. He stated all re-enactors will receive a meal 

ticket. 

 

Captain Fletcher discussed Gettysburg and the problems encountered after Pickett’s Charge. 

 

The newsletter was discussed and Keith Van Leuven will take over production and distribution 

of the newsletter. 

 

Keith Van Leuven also reported that the company will purchase the domain name for the new 

website so it will be owned by the company instead of an individual.  Katherine Van Leuven will 

take over the production and management of the website.  If anyone has any ideas or suggestions 

about either the newsletter or the website please fell free to contact Keith or Katherine. 

 

Benediction was given by Jeff Gibson. 
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Presidential Pontifications    
 

"LIFE IS CHANGE......." *  

 

It seems we are awash in change these days. So it is with both Company 

K and the larger reenacting community.  There are many issues to be 

addressed at our next Company K drill and meeting Sat. Aug. 16th,  

9am (at Veterans Park in Tampa). We have civilian board elections coming 

up, several date changes and new events to discuss, along with changes at  

old events. There are also changes of rank among our NCOs.  The QM Dept. will hold a major 

fundraiser as we clean-out the "company closet".                          

 

I would like to welcome a new editor to our newsletter, Keith Van Leuven.  I would also like to 

thank outgoing editor, Mat Sterman, for an outstanding job. We wish him well.  Company K will 

soon be changing over to a new website, both in name and format. We will keep all of you 

updated on this transition. 

 

Aug 16th will be our last "informal" meeting before the "battle" season begins, so I hope all of 

you will make an effort to attend. 

 

P.S. For those so inclined, we intend to "reform company" at the Winghouse after the meeting. 

 

“IT’S A NEW DAWN!....... " *                            

 

Yr humble and Most Obdt Srvt,  

Corporal Russell Mouser  

President, Company K, 7
th

 Fla Vol. Inf. C.S.A. 

                             

* (... first one to name the band and the songs, I'll buy you a beer. 

R.M.)         

 
 

 The Captain’s Desk                                                
   

August, 2008 

 

Thanks to all the folks who made the long trip to 

Yankeedom, only to experience the same result as all the 

previous excursions into Pennsylvania. 

 

We were hot, wet, and kinda grumbly a great deal of the 

time.  Not unlike the soldiers of 145 years ago, I suppose. 

Rain was constantly in the forecast. 

 

As in any major event, there were ups and downs.  The fights we were involved in were good, 

but we were prepared for much more powder burning and Yankee slaying.  On the downside, we 
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had huge amounts of down time in the rain and humidity.  Also, suttlering was a bit 

disappointing.  We were camped the farthest from the sales area and we already knew most of 

the suttlers.  Or perhaps, a lot of us have been doing this so long that there isn’t much that we 

don’t already possess. 

 

Unfortunately, soon after this event, 2
nd

 Sgt. Sterman resigned from the company.  None of us 

wanted his resignation, but he had his reasons that were strictly personal.  As a result, we need to 

realign our military structure just as our ancestors did when there were casualties.  John Mitchell 

will be elevated to 2
nd

 Sgt., Harry Keenan will become 1
st
 Cpl., Tom Giminaro will move to 2

nd
 

Cpl. ( at the insistence of Russell Mouser ), and Russell will remain 3
rd

 Cpl.  There will be a need 

to brevet a private to corporal when we have a good turnout.  If there is any private that would 

like to be considered for brevetting, please let the 1
st
 Sgt. or me know. 

 

Our July drill had a pretty good turnout for being so soon after Gettysburg. There were about 15 

men under musket for the instruction.  This was followed by a very productive company meeting. 

 

Be sure to attend our August drill/meeting.  There will be the usual drill, but at the meeting we 

will have a rather large number of items in our fundraiser.  Remember to bring some cash with 

you! 

   

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

 

  

The 1st Sergeant’s Journal – August 1864 

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

I have little to say.  The northern campaign is now but a memory.  

Despite the outcome, those of us who marched out of our beloved 

Florida a month ago, I’m certain, have been forever changed by the 

experience.  Despite our setbacks we must continue to see to the 

overall task at hand, that of defending our homes from the 

Lincolnites and doing so with honor.   

 

Overall, with the exception of my own deportment, I was pleased 

with our performance while on this most recent campaign.  We carried ourselves with courage 

and proudly defended our flag under the most difficult and trying circumstances.  Our losses 

were generally light, praise to our Lord for His mercy, and we will recover, as we have always 

done, to continue the fight.  I thank you all for your diligence, fortitude, courage, and patience 

during this difficult time.  See to your duty and keep the faith in our Company, our Country, and 

our God and with His gracious assistance we shall be victorious.  Next time we will begin 

looking at skirmish drill. 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 
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The Quartermaster Report  

 

 

Greetings all!  I’m happy to report that all stores on loan from the latest campaign have been 

returned on time and in good order. 

 

The QM Dept. will have a large amount of articles for sale and drawing at the Aug. Drill.  In 

fact, it may well be our largest drawing to date. We are still open to donations for this and future 

drawings. 

 

Anyone in need of equipment for the Dade City event please contact me ASAP for issue at the 

Aug. drill, to be returned at the Veterans Park event.    

                                                     

Yr. Obdt. Srvt.  

Cpl. Russell Mouser                                                 

Acting QM  

 

 

Article – “Letters to Anna Jane Clark – Part 3” 
 

Captain Robert Blair Smith commanded Company K of the 7
th

 Florida Infantry.  During the 

course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom 

he later married. Captain Smith’s great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, 

has permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article continues in 

this issue with the third letter, “Tallahassee, March 12
th
, 1862”. – Editor 

 

Tallahassee March 12
th

 1862 

 

To Miss Annie J. Clark 

Social Circle 

 

My Dear Annie, 

 

You will be surprised to see that I am back again to Tallahassee; or as I call it civilization.  For 

surely I have been beyond the region of the arts & sciences since I have been gone.  But I have 

again returned to where I can occasionally see a white man & a pretty woman now and then.  I 

left Manatee on the 28
th

 of last month where I had been for the 10 days previous on a scout with 

50 men after Indians, Yankees & traitors.  We drove every one off from the coast & when we 

found out that they had been guilty of any bad crimes, we burnt their houses and captured them.  

Some were released; some ran away, some were punished. & one was sent to Tallahassee 

charged with treason & I was sent along & that is the cause of my being here at this time. 

 

As I came through Tampa I got your and Miss Laura’s very acceptable letters, which I will now 

answer.  I should have answered sooner but I was on the road all the time with a prisoner & 

where we stopped every thing was in so much excitement on account of the evacuation of 
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Fernandina & Jacksonville that positively I could not.  Women, children & negroes were running 

for dear life in every direction & in every imaginable sort of conveyance.  It was a hard sight, but 

yet quite amusing. 

 

Your friends Carrie Crabtree & Fannie Barnard have run to some of their relations in Geo. 

 

I would like very much to form Miss Laura Cheatham’s acquaintance & please give her my 

longing desires for an introduction.  I do wish I could have been there.  There is nothing would 

please me more, than to see you all once more & just as soon as this war is over I will return if I 

am alive.  We are expecting orders to move our comp'y to Richmond soon, & if so, I will 

endeavor to give you a call.  I wish to know if you were acting as guard over those 26 prisoners?  

If the Circle is muddy, it certainly is not dull; as long as you & Laura are of the inhabitants.  I see 

you folks are still in the notion of marrying.  I though marrying had gone out of date, but if not 

would like to try my hand “if I can find some nice young lady just suited to my mind.”  One who 

will love me with their whole heart, & I want one with a big heart too. 

 

I thank you for thinking of me & playing “Smith’s March” & I assure you I frequently think of 

you, not only when I am on sea, surrounded by porpoises, sharks, devil fish, Yankees & such like; 

but also when the bah is rough & stormy, when calm & smooth; and when I am on land, too.  

You always ask to be excused when you happen to give expression to some genuine feeling; & 

sincerely I forgive the sentiment but I can’t’, the excuse, for your apology has a tendency to 

dampen ones feeling.  But I think I know you & I am sure you can’t deceive.   

 

If the Yankees do get me, I will try and let you know & I want you to get me out of their clutches 

again. 

 

We have had three little races with them; once we run after them & twice they run after us!! 

Pretty good!!  It is our time the next time!!  Time about is fare play!!! 

 

The enemy have taken Fernandina.  Our soldiers saved all their cannon, but 17 & one rifled 

cannon; most all their ammunition & provisions were removed.  I fear that Jacksonville will 

share the same fate in a few weeks & then our fellows will be in a trap.  I shall return to Tampa 

on the 14
th

 or 15
th

 inst.  Please address me there & do pray! write soon!! I love to hear from you; 

indeed I do. 

 

I will write to Miss Laura just as soon as I reach Tampa & give you all the news from there.   

 

I would write more but I have not got the time just now; for I have to attend to business of the 

company’s with the Q.M.G.  This is written in the Capital at Tallahassee. 

 

"My love for you shall never fail.” 

 

Remember me to Miss Laura & all my friend of the Circle. 

 

Your true friend 

Robt. B. Smith. 
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Upcoming Events 
2008 

 

August 16, 2008.  Company Summer Drill and Business Meeting (Brandon, FL). Contact 

Captain Skip Fletcher, cornfederateK6@aol.com or 1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven, 

Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com - COMPANY EVENT – MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION 

REQUESTED 
 

September 5-7, 2008.  Battle of Tunnel Hill Civil War Reenactment (Tunnel Hill, GA).  For 

information, contact Ken Sumner, Phone: 678-247-4745, Email: MtnRifle@bellsouth.net, or 

visit the Tunnel Hill Heritage Center at http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm 

 

September 20, 2008.  Blue – Grey Cotillion.  Presented by the 97
th

 Pennsylvania Infantry.  

Pinellas Park Civic Auditorium, 7690 59
th

 St. N. Pinellas Park, FL.  8 to 11 pm. $15/person, 

$25/couple. 

 

September 19-21, 2008.  145
th

 Battle of Chickamauga (Walker County, GA). For information, 

visit the Battle of Chickamauga website at http://www.battleofchickamauga.net or call 1-800-

624-0281, ext 397. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT – MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION 

REQUESTED 

 

October 4, 5, 2008.  Hillsborough River Raid at Veteran’s Park (Brandon, FL).  1:30 battles 

both Saturday and Sunday. 

 

October 11, 12, 2008.  Florida Battalion Confederate Garrison at Fort Clinch. 

 

November 7-9, 2008. Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm, GA). For information, contact Earl 

Zeckman at ezeckman@bellsouth.net or visit the Battle of Atlanta website at 

www.atlantacampaign.com - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT – MAXIMUM 

PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 

 

December 5-7, 2008.  2
nd

 Annual Battle of Hogtown at Poe Springs, Florida (a.k.a. Battle of 

Gainesville, approximately three miles west of High Springs).  For additional information, 

contact Cpl. John McLean at mcleanjgator@yahoo.com.  You can also check out the Poe Springs 

Park website at http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT – 

MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 

 

2009 
 

January 16-18, 2009.  29
th

 Annual Brooksville Raid Festival (Brooksville, FL).  The website for 

this event is currently under construction – please be patient.  - FLORIDA BATTALION 

EVENT – MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

mailto:cornfederateK6@aol.com
mailto:Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:MtnRifle@bellsouth.net?subject=Tunnel%20Hill%20Reenactment%20participation
http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm
mailto:ezeckman@bellsouth.net
http://www.atlantacampaign.com/
mailto:mcleanjgator@yahoo.com
http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm
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February 13-15, 2009.  145
th

 Battle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For information, visit the Battle 

of Olustee site at http://battleofolustee.org/  - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT – 

MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 
 

March 7-8, 2009.  144
th

 Anniversary of the Battle of Natural Bridge (Woodville, FL).  We need 

Yankees!  For information, contact Mark Rominger at m_rominger@yahoo.com or Chris Ellrich 

at cellrich@hotmail.com.  

 

 

  Coming Next Month 
 

 
 Article – “Letters to Anna Jane Clark – Part 4” This multipart article continues 

with the fourth letter, “April 16th, 1862” 

 Article – Biography of Major William Iredell Turner.  Company K, 8th 
Florida Volunteer Infantry.  Great, great, great grandfather of Katherine Van 
Leuven.  

 

 

WANTED – To Buy/Sell/Trade 
 

Available for purchase.  “Easyspirit” tent pole connector for 1.5” 

tent ridge pole.  Allows “single piece” ridge pole to be broken 

down into two shorter lengths for easier transportation and 

storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installation 

instructions.  Interested parties may communicate any serious 

inquiry by correspondence to Private Gary Newman, Company 

K, 7
th

 Florida Infantry.  travelingrebel53@yahoo.com 

(11/14/2007) 

 

WANTED – Used, reproduction Enfield bayonet.  Condition NOT important.  Please 

contact Private Fred Strok of Company K, 7
th

 Florida at 727-502-0230, 7:00 - 10:00 PM 

weekdays, any time on weekends.  Please leave a message if he doesn’t answer.  

(03/12/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, Bound Editions of Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol.I-XX (20 

books) 1962-1982.  $100 / OBO. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry 

by correspondence to Corporal Russell Mouser, Company K, 7
th

 Florida.  

mouserfla@webtv.net  -or- mousercompanyk@webtv.net (03/27/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, double-bag knapsack.  Excellent shape with “7
th

 Florida 

Company K” markings, looks as if never been used.  $50 firm.  Interested parties may 

communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Tom Giminaro at 

tgiminaro@yahoo.com - or – by calling 813-892-9354. (04/13/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, RWS German percussion caps for rifle 

http://battleofolustee.org/
mailto:m_rominger@yahoo.com
mailto:cellrich@hotmail.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
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muskets.  100 “4-wing” caps per tin.  I’ll sell them for $8.00 per tin.  Interested parties 

may communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, 

Company I, 5
th

 Florida Infantry at catman6375@msn.com     (04/14/2008) 

 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF - Available for 

purchase, double-bag knapsacks. Captain Short of the 3
rd

 Florida has negotiated a very 

good price for soft backpacks from “Winchester Sutler”. The standard individual price is 

$80.00, but thanks to Captain Short’s efforts, AND FOR A LIMITED TIME, bulk orders 

of 10 or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backpack.  Blanket straps are an additional 

$5.00. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by calling “Winchester 

Sutler” at 540-888-3595 (evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the 

Department of the Gulf and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.  

(04/23/2008) 

 

Private Kevin Gonzalez of Company K, 7
th

 Florida Infantry, lost/misplaced his XXL 

“knuckle dragger” Union sack coat at Brooksville this year.  If anyone has picked it up or 

knows of its whereabouts, please contact him at kevin151mg@yahoo.com.  (04/23/2008) 

 

mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com

