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Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the September edition of the Company K bulletin.  Since I received no negative feedback 

from the rank and file, I assume everyone was satisfied with the previous edition.  Once again, any 

submissions of articles, ideas, book reviews, pictures, biographies, etc are needed and appreciated.   

 

The website is up and running.  Work continues and changes and improvements are ongoing but we did 

not lose any time between the old one shutting down and the new one starting.  Thanks go to Mat for 

keeping the old site running until we had time to get the new site up.  The new web address is 7flcok.com.  

The website is owned by the company instead of an individual and as such its management can be 

changed over much easier.  The appearance looks different than the previous site but the content will be 

essentially unchanged.  However, as previously stated, it also contains/will contain an archive of the 

Company newsletters, necessary forms for downloading and printing, and possibly a password protected 

roster of the Company members.  Any other ideas are appreciated. 

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

Company K  Business Meeting Minutes ï August  2008  
 

August 16, 2008 

Veteranôs Park 

 
Call to Order  by President Mouser 

 

Invocation by Keith Van Leuven 

 

Secretaryôs Report was given by Keith Van Leuven.  Motion to accept the July report as printed in the 

newsletter was made by Skip Fletcher.  The second was made by Jack Coleman and the motion passed by 

unanimous vote. 

 

Treasurerôs Report was given by Tom Giminaro.  Tom reported there were no expenditures since the 

last report.  Motion to accept the report was made by Burt Reynolds.  Second was made by Gary Curry 

and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Quartermasterôs Report was given by Russell Mouser.  Russell reported that the only expenditures from 

the QM fund since the last meeting were for drinks and ice for this Company meeting.  All company 

equipment is accounted for.  Motion to accept the report was made by Burt Reynolds.  Second was made 

by Skip Fletcher and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Keith Van Leuven reported on the newsletter and reminded all that articles, biographies, book reviews, 

etc are needed for the newsletter to be successful. 

 

Keith Van Leuven also reported on the website and a sample page was handed out for a preview.  The 

website will be up and running by the end of August.  Any suggestions about content are encouraged. 

 

7thFVIBulletin0920082.doc
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Keith also discussed new tee-shirts for the Company and designs were presented.  Additional designs by 

the membership are encouraged so we may vote on the design we like the best. 

 

Our Union impression was discussed and the motion was made by Burt Reynolds to make the 7
th
 New 

Hampshire our permanent Union impression since they served in Florida and we know their history.  

Second was made by Gary Curry and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

New Business: 

 

Russell Mouser led the discussion about up coming events.   

 

Dade City:  Russell stated that we should be prepared to wear the ñblue suitò at Dade City.  We will 

attend in force on Sunday.  Meal tickets for re-enactors will be provided by the organizers. 

 

Veteranôs Park:  Plan on a militia look for this event.  We will portray the home guard and defend from 

the river bank while the Union Navy attacks us from the river.  Jack Coleman stated he expects that we 

will have a meal provided by the organizers on Saturday after the skirmish. 

 

Chickamauga:  Col. Permane will lead the Florida troops.  If there are not enough Florida troops to justify 

standing alone, we will be absorbed into the Georgia Volunteer Battalion. 

 

Atlanta:  The Battalion staff has advised us that if it is a choice between attending Chickamauga or 

Atlanta, they prefer we attend Atlanta.  

 

Hog Town:  Replacing Horse Landing and as such we need good participation at this event.  

 

Russell also discussed moving civilian elections to Brooksville since Horse Landing has been cancelled.  

Ballots will be mailed in November.  If anyone is interested in serving the Company through civilian 

leadership please let Russell know.  Motion to change the date of the civilian elections was made by Burt 

Reynolds.  The second was made by John Mitchell and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Tom Giminaro reported he will be purchasing Florida stars for new recruits. 

 

Welcome to Mark Poteat who is a guest of Gary Newman.  We hope we will see you again. 

 

Benediction was given by Jeff Gibson. 

 

 

Presidential P ontifications   
   
Our summer drills are now in the past, and the new season is upon us. 

 

Our number one goal at each and every event is the safety and well-being 

of our members. This can be a very dangerous hobby...explosives of 

all kinds, horses, weather extremes.. the list goes on.  So, a few 

tips............                                              

 

If you are sick...stay home.  If you are under the weather or feeling less than 100%, do not take the field.  

If you have a pre-existing health issue, let someone know.....make sure you have a medical form on your 
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person at all times.  If you or some else has a minor medical problem on the field, fall out and tell an 

officer or NCO...they will summon medical. 

 

In case of a medical emergency, our code word is "MEDIC".  Yell "MEDIC" and you will stop 

everything, and medical will respond immediately.  

 

The word of medical staff is LAW! If they say sit, you sit! If they pull you off the field for any reason, 

don't argue, do as you are told! 

 

Stay away from the front of cannons and the rear of horses. Crossed rammers over a cannon barrel means 

"WARNING! Hot Tube!" Stay clear. Stay as far away from horses as possible..they are unpredictable. 

 

When taking a hit, pick your spot well....look out for cacti, ants, etc.  Button up your cap and cartridge 

box.  Let the guys next to you know youôre going down. 

 

Do not leave the field for any reason without informing an officer or NCO....Co. K leaves the field 

together! 

 

Heat and dehydration are our biggest threats.  Hydration needs to start well before taking the field.  

Canteens are for water only! (Sports drinks can react with the metal.  Save the beer for after the battle).  

Refill them at every chance.  If youôre going out for an extended period, bring an extra canteen or a bottle 

of water in your haversack.  A sports drink is a good idea as soon as you get back to camp to restore and 

refresh yourself. 

 

When in battle, watch you footing and position in the line. If you can not fire safely, fake it. Be aware of 

those around you. Elevate your musket in close combat or when firing over the "dead". 

Ear protection (plugs or cotton balls) is a good idea. (Huh?  What?)  And, finally, I always carry single-

use "handi wipe" packets in my pockets for use after trips to the sinks and before handling food. 

 

So, lets all play safe, and live to fight another day! 

 

Yr humble and Most Obdt Srvt,  

Corporal Russell Mouser  

President, Company K, 7
th
 Fla Vol. Inf. C.S.A. 

                             
 

 The Captainôs Desk                                                
   
Sept. 2008 

  

I feel a great deal out of place here in Richmond City.  I miss the 

safety of my pards in Florida.  I know that there has been a massing of 

Unionists near Dade City and that you are marching to block this 

assault.  I have no fear that you will fail for you are under command of Lt. Van Leuven.  He is a fine 

and dedicated soldier. 

 

I shall return to your side by the beginning of October.  Official word has mentioned a possible Yankee 

attack on FT. Brook in Tampa about that same time.  Be prepared to assemble if the alarm is given.  Your 

manner of dress is of no importance.  Answering the call to arms IS of the utmost importance.  If you 
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report in civilian attire, no one will think any the less of you.  Repelling Yankee invaders will be your job 

and it can be achieved in civilian or military dress. 

 

Until we answer the call together, protect your families and enjoy your furloughs. 

  

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 

 

  

The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal ï September  1864  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

Over the next few journal entryôs we will discuss in some detail the 

skirmish drill.  While it is not necessary for us to know the specific reasons 

why we are ordered to perform most, if not all duties, it can, nonetheless, 

be useful at times.  This, I believe, is one of those times. 

 

The sole purpose of deploying a skirmish line is to clear the way for the 

main body of troops without committing the main force.  By using the 

skirmish line to engage the enemy it frequently forces them to give away 

their position and size, thus allowing time for a plan of attack to be 

established. 

 

When retreating, skirmishers delay the enemy so that the rest of the army can withdraw in good order.  

 

Skirmish drill is not done with the same precision as while marching in line of battle.  Individual soldiers 

are encouraged to take advantage of any cover provided while still maintaining a general alignment.  

Skirmishers are permitted to carry their rifles any way comfortable to them while still maintaining rifle 

safety.  Bayonets are generally not fixed. 

 

All movement is done in either quick time or double quick time.  The run is normally used only during 

rallies. 

 

Due to the length of the skirmish line, officers and non-commissioned officers repeat all orders.  

 

We will begin with the basics.  For skirmish drill, the company is divided into two platoons.  Each 

platoon is divided into groups of four men each (hereafter referred to as Comrades of Battle or CoB).  

Each group of four soldiers is divided into two files of two men each.  Each file consists of a front rank 

soldier and a rear rank soldier.  Each CoB consists of the front rank one and two, and the rear rank one 

and two. 
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For our purposes in this particular journal entry we will simply discuss how to deploy the skirmish line.  

Deploying, or moving from a formation of two ranks into a skirmish line, is based on the Comrades of 

Battle.  The deployed skirmish line appears as follows: 

 

 
 

The basic movements of the Comrades of Battle into a skirmish line are shown by the arrows below.  

Note that the rear rank soldiers end up at 5 yards on either side of the anchor.  The soldier on the extreme 

right must place himself 10 yards away from the anchor. 

 

 
 

In future journal entryôs we will discuss deploying the skirmish line by the flanks and the files as well as 

the specific commands to do so. 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

The Quartermaster Report   

 
Greetings, folks.  

 

Thanks to all of you who attended the Aug. drill.  Nearly an entire truck load of excess goods were raffled 

and sold.  Most of those in attendance regrouped at the local Wing House, and a good time was had by all. 

 

A large amount of equipment and uniformage was checked out for the Dade City event. Please remember 

to return items at the upcoming Veterans Park event. 

 

We have welcomed several folks into the fold of late, so QM supplies will  be tight this season. If you 

need loaner equipment, please contact me well in advance of the event so that everyoneôs needs can be 

met. 

 

We will have civilian board elections coming up in Jan., and we are in need of someone to fill the vacant 

Quartermaster post. Contact me if you are interested in this position.    

                                                     

Yr. Obdt. Srvt.  

Cpl. Russell Mouser                                                 

Acting QM  
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Article ï ñLetters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 4 ò 
 

Captain Robert Blair Smith commanded Company K of the 7
th
 Florida Infantry.  During the 

course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom 

he later married. Captain Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, 

has permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article continues in 

this issue with the fourth letter, ñOctober 6, 1862ò. ï Editor 

 

Hd Qrs. Camp near Harrisburg Ky 

Oct 6
th
 1862 

 

To Miss Annie Clark 

 

Dear Annie 

 

I new have an opportunity to send a letter through by Lt. Henderson of this regt. who will call at 

the Circle if he can, & give you all the news from Ky.  But for fear he will not be able so I do I 

will give you a few items which may be interesting to you but quite the reverse to you humble 

servant, at least some of them.  With the bare rock or ground for a bed & the starry canopy of 

Heaven for a covering we have managed to keep alive & kicking up to the present moment, but 

how long we shall continue so is only known to God himself.  For myself life is getting quite 

irksome. 

 

I wrote to Bro. E.  a few days ago from Frankfort; where we then were & gave him all the news 

up to that date, which you will hear.  I have not time to recapitulate.  Since then we have 

skedaddled from there, or at least he Yankees ñsay so.ò  The truth is ñthe enemy came out of 

Louisville about 60 thousand strong & advanced on Frankfort with a portion of said force, whilst 

with a much superior force they attempted a flank movement by way of Versailles.  Our 

Generals abandoned Frankfort & marched our forces to Versailles & from thence to this point to 

meet the enemy.  All morning there has been heavy firing in our front but with what success is 

not known, as yet.  We marched last Saturday night & Sunday & Sunday night to get here & now 

we are waiting anxiously for the fun to commence.  I hope we may succeed & then march strait 

on to Louisville.  We are all nearly killed with heavy marching, but I am willing to march day & 

night to get there.   

 

Here we cannot hear one word from home neither do we get any papers, but Yankee ones.  From 

their accounts they have given Lee & Jackson a terrible whipping.  But I donôt believe it.   

 

One regt. Of Ga. Cavalry under Coln Scott is reported cut all to pieces only 13 having escaped 

unhurt.  It needs confirmation.   

 

Our force here are reported at 100 thousand, but of that you know more than we do.  It is true 

that the army is the poorest place in the country for news.  Scarcely any thing is reliable that is 

reported.  I wish I had more time to write but I am in a great hurry for I donôt know the moment 

marching orders will come.  Give my best wishes to Miss Laura & tell her I will write to her at 
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the first opportunity.  All our mail was captured & if you answered my letters they are now in the 

hands of the Yanks.  I presume they will be quite edified with their perusal. I have had the 

pleasure of reading many of theirs & I would be glad to exchange.  I would give them 1000 for 

one.  The boys are singing ñGood news from Homeò but I can bear to hear it for it makes me feel 

sad.  

Give my love to Bro E & family.  

  

Your true friend for ñage.ò  RB Smith 

 

 

 Article ï Who We Honor -  Major William Iredell Turner  
 

William Iredell Turner was born in New Kent County, Virginia on June 17
th
 1812.  As a young 

man, he moved to Alachua County, Florida to be a cattle rancher.  The settlement in which he 

lived was called Hog Town and, as legend has it, it was Turner who suggested that its name be 

changed to Gainesville in honor of General Edmund Pendleton Gaines, the captor of Aaron Burr.   

 

In August 1829 he enlisted in Company A, 2
nd

 U.S. Artillery until being discharged in April 

1834.  Turner re-enlisted in August 1834 and became the 1
st
 Sergeant of Company B, 4

th
 U.S. 

Artillery.  He served during the 2
nd

 Seminole War and was wounded in the neck by an arrow, a 

wound that would plague him for the rest of his life.  

He was discharged in August 1837.  Turner also served as 

agent in the Quartermasterôs Department at Fort Brooke 

during the 3
rd

 Seminole War.  After his discharge he settled 

in Manatee County and there established a 40 acre 

plantation where he grew vegetables and oranges.  He 

named his home, Oak Hill. 

 

When the War Between the States erupted, Turner 

enlisted (Sept. 15, 1861) and became the Captain of 

Company K, 8
th
 Florida Volunteer Infantry.  On July 

5, 1862 he was promoted to the rank of Major and served 

on the staff of the 8
th
 Florida.  On September 17, 1862, 

Major Turner resigned from service in the Confederate 

States Army reportedly due to ongoing difficulties with 

the wound in his neck suffered 26 years earlier.  

After his return to Florida, and apparently still wanting to serve his country in some capacity, 

Major Turner reportedly began and led an independent militia/Cow Cavalry company providing 

critical food to the army.  When the war ended, Turner briefly hid the Confederate Secretary of 

State, Judah P. Benjamin at his home until Secretary Benjamin was able to escape to England.  

Major Turner was also instrumental in the establishment of the city of Bradenton and served as 

its first postmaster in 1878.  He died on October 28, 1881 and is buried at the Parrish Cemetary.   
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William Iredell Turner is the great, great, great grandfather of Katherine Van Leuven. 

 
 

Upcoming Events  
2008 

 

September 5-7, 2008.  Battle of Tunnel Hill Civil War Reenactment (Tunnel Hill, GA).  For 

information, contact Ken Sumner, Phone: 678-247-4745, Email: MtnRifle@bellsouth.net, or 

visit the Tunnel Hill Heritage Center at http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm 

 

September 20, 2008.  Blue ï Grey Cotillion.  Presented by the 97
th
 Pennsylvania Infantry.  

Pinellas Park Civic Auditorium, 7690 59
th
 St. N. Pinellas Park, FL.  8 to 11 pm. $15/person, 

$25/couple. 

 

September 19-21, 2008.  145
th
 Battle of Chickamauga (Walker County, GA). For information, 

visit the Battle of Chickamauga website at http://www.battleofchickamauga.net or call 1-800-

624-0281, ext 397. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION 

REQUESTED 

 

October 4, 5, 2008.  Hillsborough River Raid at Veteranôs Park (Brandon, FL).  1:30 battles 

both Saturday and Sunday. 

 

October 11, 12, 2008.  Florida Battalion Confederate Garrison at Fort Clinch. 

 

November 7-9, 2008. Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm near Jonesboro, GA). For information, 

contact Earl Zeckman at ezeckman@bellsouth.net or visit the Battle of Atlanta website at 

www.atlantacampaign.com - FLORIDA BATTALIO N EVENT ï MAXIMUM 

PARTICIPATION REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MtnRifle@bellsouth.net?subject=Tunnel%20Hill%20Reenactment%20participation
http://www.tunnelhillheritagecenter.com/battle.htm
mailto:ezeckman@bellsouth.net
http://www.atlantacampaign.com/
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December 5-7, 2008.  2
nd

 Annual Battle of Hogtown at Poe Springs, Florida (a.k.a. Battle of 

Gainesville, approximately three miles west of High Springs).  For additional information, 

contact Cpl. John McLean at mcleanjgator@yahoo.com.  You can also check out the Poe Springs 

Park website at http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm. - FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT ï 

MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED  

 

2009 
 

January 16-18, 2009.  29
th
 Annual Brooksville Raid Festival (Brooksville, FL).  The website for 

this event is currently under construction ï please be patient.  - FLORIDA BATTALION 

EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED  
 

February 13-15, 2009.  145
th
 Anniversary of the Battle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For 

information, visit the Battle of Olustee site at http://battleofolustee.org/  - FLORIDA 

BATTALION EVENT ï MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED  
 

March 7-8, 2009.  144
th
 Anniversary of the Battle of Natural Bridge (Woodville, FL).  We need 

Yankees!  For information, contact Mark Rominger at m_rominger@yahoo.com or Chris Ellrich 

at cellrich@hotmail.com.  

 

Please see the web site for a complete listing of events. 

 

 

  Coming Next Month  
 

 
 Article ï ñLetters to Anna Ja ne Clark ï Part 5 ò This multipart article continues 

with the fifth letter, ñJanuary 9, 1863ò 

 Article ï To Be Determined  
 

 

WANTED ï To Buy/Sell/Trade  
 

Available for purchase.  ñEasyspiritò tent pole connector for 1.5ò 

tent ridge pole.  Allows ñsingle pieceò ridge pole to be broken 

down into two shorter lengths for easier transportation and 

storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installation 

instructions.  Interested parties may communicate any serious 

inquiry by correspondence to Private Gary Newman, Company 

K, 7
th
 Florida Infantry.  travelingrebel53@yahoo.com 

(11/14/2007) 

 

WANTED ï Used, reproduction Enfield bayonet.  Condition NOT important .  Please 

contact Private Fred Strok of Company K, 7
th
 Florida at 727-502-0230, 7:00 - 10:00 PM 

weekdays, any time on weekends.  Please leave a message if he doesnôt answer.  

(03/12/2008) 

mailto:mcleanjgator@yahoo.com
http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm
http://battleofolustee.org/
mailto:m_rominger@yahoo.com
mailto:cellrich@hotmail.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
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Available for purchase, double-bag knapsack.  Excellent shape with ñ7
th
 Florida 

Company Kò markings, looks as if never been used.  $50 firm.  Interested parties may 

communicate any serious inquiry by correspondence to Tom Giminaro at 

tgiminaro@yahoo.com - or ï by calling 813-892-9354. (04/13/2008) 

 

Available for purchase, RWS German percussion caps for rifle 

muskets.  100 ñ4-wingò caps per tin.  Iôll sell them for $8.00 per 

tin.  Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by 

correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, Company I, 5
th
 Florida 

Infantry at catman6375@msn.com     (04/14/2008) 

 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF - Available for 

purchase, double-bag knapsacks. Captain Short of the 3
rd

 Florida has negotiated a very 

good price for soft backpacks from ñWinchester Sutlerò. The standard individual price is 

$80.00, but thanks to Captain Shortôs efforts, AND FOR A LIMITED TIME, bulk orders 

of 10 or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backpack.  Blanket straps are an additional 

$5.00. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by calling ñWinchester 

Sutlerò at 540-888-3595 (evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the 

Department of the Gulf and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.  

(04/23/2008) 

 

Private Kevin Gonzalez of Company K, 7
th
 Florida Infantry, lost/misplaced his XXL 

ñknuckle draggerò Union sack coat at Brooksville this year.  If anyone has picked it up or 

knows of its whereabouts, please contact him at kevin151mg@yahoo.com.  (04/23/2008) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:guardian77@hotmail.com
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  7
th

 Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry 

Company K 
 

Civilian Board 

 

President:  Russell Mouser 

mouserfla@webtv.net 

 

Vice President:  Skip Fletcher 

cornfederateK6@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Keith Van Leuven 

Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Treasurer: Tom Giminaro 

Tgiminaro@yahoo.com 

 

Quartermaster:  Russell Mouser 

mouserfla@webtv.net 

 

 

Officers & NCOs 

 

Captain Skip Fletcher, Commanding 

cornfederateK6@aol.com 

 

1
st
 Sergeant Keith Van Leuven 

Keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com 

 

2
nd

 Sergeant John Mitchell 

Jmitch1@tampabay.rr.com 

 


