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 Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the September edition of your newsletter.  I hope this edition finds everyone rested 

from summer activities and ready to resume the business at hand, that of defending our beloved 

Florida from the northern invaders.   

 

Itôs been a hard few weeks for those of us who have been through many campaigns together.  We 

recently lost a good friend in Dwight Smith who, sadly, passed away.  While most of us had lost 

touch with Dwight over the years, he was never far from our thoughts and was a frequent visitor 

to our campfire reminiscences.  He was the kind of man who made all feel welcome and he will 

be missed. 

 

It was great seeing a good turnout at our final summer drill and there seems to be a renewed 

energy within the ranks to have a full and satisfying campaign season.  Letôs look with 

expectation to Atlanta, Dade City, and Veteranôs Park to get the season off to a successful start.  

I will not be able to attend Atlanta but will be at Dade City on Sunday, September 6
th
. 

 

Until then, I remain, 
 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

 Company K  Busines s Meeting Minutes  ï August 9   
 
Call to Order  by President Mouser. 

 

Invocation was given by Jeff Gibson 

 

Old Business 

 

Secretaryôs Report was given by Keith Van Leuven.  Motion to accept the report as published in the 

August newsletter was made by Jodi Brown.  The second was made by Tom Giminaro and the motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Treasurerôs Report was provided by Tom Giminaro who reported recent expenses for gun powder and 

Company K T-shirts.  Motion to accept the report was made by Rich Heisler and the second was made by 

Jodi Brown.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Quartermasterôs Report was provided by Gary Newman who reported that one rifle with trap and two 

tents are currently on loan to members.  All other equipment is accounted for, is cleaned and ready for use.  

Motion to accept the report was made by John Mitchell.  The second was made by Art Davis and the 

motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

Presidentôs Report was made by Russell Mouser.  Russell reported we have 3 or 4 boxes ready to send 

to Kevin Ogden in Iraq and that the shipping of the boxes will be spaced out over the next couple of 

months.   
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Russell also reported that the new Company T-shirts have been ordered and should be available for pick-

up at the Dade City and Veteranôs Park events.  Russell stated that those members who have pre-

ordered/paid will have first choice and that any remaining shirts may be purchased for $17 each. 

 

Dues were discussed and a motion to increase yearly dues by $5 was made by Jodi Brown.  The second 

was made by Gary Newman and the motion passed with one vote against (Jack Coleman, who wanted his 

name in the newsletter).  The dues will be $25 per year for the primary member ($10 for insurance and 

$15 to the company). 

 

The newsletter was discussed and the motion was made by Jodi Brown to produce the newsletters in 

black and white instead of color which will significantly reduce the cost.  The second was made by Gary 

Newman and the motion passed by unanimous vote.  A motion was also made by Jodi Brown to ask those 

members receiving the newsletter by land mail to pay for the postage.  Bob Arrison made the second and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

New Business 

 

Russell reported on upcoming events and the motion was made by Skip Fletcher to make the new 

Suwannee River event in November as a maximum effort event.  Discussion followed with the focus 

being on the need to support Florida events.  Other events that we used to participate in (Oklawaha, 

Townsend Plantation, Narcoossee Mill, and Crystal River) were also discussed with the focus being on 

becoming more active as a unit.  It was agreed that we will make a strong effort to participate in these 

events.  The motion to make Suwannee River event a maximum effort event was seconded by Jodi Brown 

and the motion passed by unanimous vote.  Please see the Florida Reenactors Online website for 

registration information for the Suwannee River event. 

 

Benediction was made by Keith Van Leuven 

 

 

 Presidential Pontifications                                     
         
Greetings All! 

 

We are well into the dog days of summer here in Florida. But 

soon, Fall, football, and the reenacting season will be upon us. 

We will warm up with Dade City (Sept. 6-7) and Veterans Park 

(Oct.3-4). In November, many may travel up Georgia way for 

Missionary Ridge. Then it is off to the Suwannee River event, up 

near Live Oak, the weekend before Thanksgiving. We are 

pushing for maximum attendance at this new event, along with 

Brooksville and Olustee. I have been to the Suwannee River 

Music Park site many times, and it is one of the best campgrounds 

in the state, and built to handle big crowds.  It is important for all of us 

in reenacting to support this first time Florida event. 

 

We had a very good turn out at our last summer drill and meeting in Aug., and a good time at 

Winghouse afterwards. We gathered enough to fill 4 boxes to send to Kevin Ogden and his unit 

over in Iraq. Well done ya'll!                            
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For those "old timers" among us, we mourn the recent passing of Dwight Smith. I remember 

Dwight from my earliest years with Co. K.  Quick with a smile, he helped this fresh fish along 

though my very first engagements.  He was as fine a reenactor as they come, and a hell of a nice 

guy. God rest his soul. 

 

If you were unable to make our Aug. meeting, please pay close attention to the minutes for 

important information and changes.   See ya soon! 

 

Yr Obedient Servant,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser                 

 

 

 The Captainôs Desk                                                
  

Sept. 2009 

 

We had a much better turnout for our August drill (doubled 

Julyôs attendance).  Some members were conspicuously missing 

all summer.  I hope they are still in good health and ready to embark on the new campaign 

season.  Besides the instruction of drill, they also missed a rather large number of items in the 

drawing during the meeting intermission.  The congregating as mess mates at the Wing House 

was as great a success as was anticipated.  Thanks to Cpl. Giminaro who went to hold down the 

fort until the rest of the company arrived.  Iôm sure it was a very taxing duty. 

 

On Labor Day weekend, (Sunday and Monday) we have the Dade City reenactment.  Be sure to 

drink and carry plenty of water.  It can be a very hot event. 1
st
 Sgt. Van Leuven will be 

commanding that weekend, as I have been called elsewhere. 

 

As most of you have heard, the Veteranôs Park event will no longer take place after this yearôs 

event.  It will take place on Oct. 3 and 4.  You may portray regular military or militia.  Letôs have 

a good turnout for this sendoff event.  Most of the company day-trips, but youôre welcome to 

camp if you wish to. 

 

In November (20
th
-22

nd
), we have the new Suwannee River event.  Great camping and battle site 

from what the advanced party has reported. Itôs just north of I-10 and I-75.  This will be a 

MAXIMUM UNIT PARTICIPATION  EVENT.  We want as many of us to be there to help get 

this replacement for Horse Landing off the ground.  Plan to attend this with the effort you use to 

attend Brooksville and Olustee. 

 

NOTE: Since some of you missed the drills and the opportunity to buy powder, you may have to 

procure your own powder for the season.  The QM only has 6-7 cans left.  Those have to be sold 

before more is ordered and it takes a while to get the new order in. 

I hope to be camping with you in the near future.  Take care and be careful in your travels. 

 

Your Obt. Srvt., 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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          The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  
 
Men of Company K, 

 

The new campaign season is upon us and we have been called, once 

again, to defend our Florida from the Lincolnites.  I anticipate we 

will be on the march for the better part of 6 months and will be 

engaging the enemy on a regular basis.  As promised, I once again 

present to you Godfreyôs Rhymed Tactics (1862) where we will 

begin looking at the loading sequence.  Pay particular attention to the 

position of the hands while loading. 
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  The Quartermaster ôs Report                            

 
Not much is happening in the Quartermaster world.  All gear is accounted for. 
 
Please find attached the words and background of òSongs of the Civil Waró.  The 
stories behind the songs are very interesting. 
 
Gary Newman 
 

The song, ñOh, Iôm a Good Old Rebelò, was first penned in the late 

1860s by Major Innes Randolph who during the war was a member of 

General J.E.B. Stuartôs staff.  It depicts the sentiments that many Confederate veterans felt 

towards the treatment the South was receiving under the Federal program of reconstruction.  The 

continued institution of punitive laws and the harsh treatment of Southern veterans at the hands 

of the occupying Federal force only served to further the divide between North and South instead 

of focusing on reconciliation. 

 
 

 

Oh, Iôm a Good Old Rebel 

Oh, I'm a good old Rebel, now that's just what I am, 

For this "Fair Land of Freedom" I do not give a damn! 

I'm glad I fit against it, I only wish we'd won, 

And I don't want no pardon for anything I done. 

 

I hates the Constitution, this Great Republic, too, 

I hates the Freedman's Buro in uniforms of blue, 

I hates the nasty eagle with all his brag and fuss, 

The lying, thieving Yankees, I hates 'em wuss and wuss! 

 

I hates the Yankee nation and everything they do, 

I hates the Declaration of Independence, too, 

I hates the "Glorious Union" , 'tis dripping with our 

blood, 

I hates their striped banner, I fit it all I could. 

 

I followed old Marse Robert for four years, near about, 

Got wounded in three places, and starved at P'int 

Lookout; 

I cotched the "roomatism" a'campin' in the snow, 

But I killed a chance o' Yankees, and I'd like to kill some 

mo'. 
 

 

 

 

Three hundred thousand Yankees is stiff in Southern 

dust! 

We got three hundred thousand before they conquered 

us. 

They died of Southern fever and Southern steel and shot, 

I wish they was three million instead of what we got. 

 

I can't take up my musket and fight 'em now no more, 

But I ain't a'gonna love 'em, now that is sarten sure; 

And I don't want no pardon for what I was and am, 

I won't be reconstructed, and I do not care a damn! 

 

Some versions of the song add this verse 

 

I won't be reconstructed! I'm better now than them,  

And for a carpetbagger, I do not give a damn. 

So I'm off for the frontier, soon as I can go,  
I'll prepare me a weapon and start for Mexico. 

 

 



7 

 

 Article ï Let ters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 16  
                                                                                                        
Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7

th
 Florida 

Infantry.  During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna 

Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom he later married. Captain 

Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, has 

permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart 

article continues in this issue with the sixteenth letter, September 13
th

, 

1864ò ï Editor. 

 

Camps near Jonesboro Sept 13
th
 64 

Tuesday Morning 7 Oôclock A.M. 

 

My Very Dear Anna, 

 

Although I mailed a letter to you only the other day yet having rec
d
 one from you late last night I 

shall commence early this morning to answer it.  That famous letter was dated Tuesday August 

___ but the note had Monday Sept 5
th
 & I concluded that Tuesday must have been the 30

th
 of 

August the day before our very hard two days fighting. 

 

The 31
st
 was a very eventful day for us & the 1

st
 inst a little more so. 

 

The 7
th
 Fla. lost 46 men on the 31

st
 in a charge upon the enemyôs breast works also called 

fortifications, rifle pits, & many other names. 

 

They are made by digging a ditch two or three feet deep & three or four feet wide & all the dirt is 

thrown forward until it is as high as a manôs shoulder standing in the ditch or trench.  We then 

smooth it off and dig a ditch on the outside until we make this bank of earth 8 or 10 feet thick so 

as to resist cannon balls & shell.  And having made it level on top we place a large log resting on 

small crosspieces on top of this embankment leaving 4 or 6 inches of an opening between the dirt 

l& log, thought which we shoot.  The log is called ña head logò & protects the head from the 

balls of the enemy.  When all that is completed we go in front of this breastworks 40 or 50 yds & 

drive sharp sticks into the ground very fast & then sharpen the points.  The sticks are called 

Abattis (pronounced abatie) and if we have the time are placed in rows like the teeth of a 

common harrow.  The abattis must be destroyed before the breast-works can be reached and 

done too while the men in the breastworks are shooting them down.  It is a terrible task 

especially when the cannons and howitzers are vomiting forth grapes and canister by the bushel 

right into oneôs face. 

 

Now just such works as the above we had to charge on the 31
st
 of August only a little worse for 

the Yanks had a fort of huge dimensions on a little hill just to our right which contained 8 cannon 

& they kept up a continual fire upon us with them & right in our front the breast works seemed 

one solid sheet of flame caused by the murderous rifle.  The regt lost nearly ½ of our entire force 

before we got near the abattis for we had a large corn field to go through where we were exposed 

to a galling fire.  But onward was the command and on we went until every field officer but one 

was either killed or wounded and none knew what to do.   
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When all hope of reaching the enemyôs works had departed some one gave the orders to ñretreatò 

& away went the gallant little brigade with their backs to their foe fleeing for dear life & the 

Yanks assisting their speed by another murderous fire as they passed through that same corn 

field and their loud huzzahs might be heard for miles.  Your humble servant did not have that 

running to do for Genl. Finley placed me in command of the skirmishers & I met with good 

success.  The enemy had two pieces of artillery on their skirmish line which was doing terrible 

execution which I soon perceived & ordered my boys to charge it which they did in gallant style 

& soon had the satisfaction of seeing it leave at full gallop but the boys had no idea of letting it 

off so easily, gave chase & soon over took it but the rascally Yanks had cut out all their horses & 

left. 

 

That race took me a good half mile to the left of my brigade & I could not get back in time for 

the fight I knew so I rallied my men & pressed forward in front of my new position supported by 

Mercerôs brigade.  After going though a thick swamp I struck the head of Flint River but at first 

could not cross the water being waist deep but by going up the river a short distance I crossed & 

after deploying my line again advanced hoping to meet up with some thing worthy of our powder 

& lead but did not.  The Yankee Cavalry (something like our own) would not stand.  I continued 

to pursue them until I heard the firing getting around to my right & rear & then I quickly 

perceived we had gotten to the enemyôs rear.  I stopped called a council of war to determine what 

was best to be done.  I knew I had a good chance to do something but had only a handful of men 

& was fearful of being captured & the rest of the officers were of my opinion of course & 

advised a retreat. 

 

Well Anna, as I failed to get done in time for the mail I shall make this letter a little longer. 

 

This is Friday the 23rd and rainy at that.  I have a cozy little tent made of a few yds. of homespun 

cloth that one of the men stole from the Hospital.  It keeps out some of the rain, but when it rains 

hard it spatters through like an old umbrella and makes things sort of damp.  Maloney frequently 

speaks of your ñhonest young manò and sometimes has the audacity to claim that he possesses 

that noble quality but I can easily prove to him they contrary, for though the has not stolen 

anything himself: yet he has eaten heartily of that which was stolen, and I argue that that makes 

him a partner in the crime.  Yesterday he was making his boast and today, I had a nice piece of 

roast pork & invited him to take dinner with me.  He asked where we got the pork, My Sergt who 

stole it said, ñWe selled eggs & bid itò which means among the soldiers we pressed it. After 

eating very heartily, I told him not to claim that he was honest any more, but just own up the con.  

I have him now & tease him terribly.   

 

We are still here on the West Point RR building breast works.  No change since the 20th.   

The report that Sherman has seized our ambulances & wagons has not been confirmed. 

 

Sherman exchanged 2000 prisoners whom he captured on the 1
st
 inst for an equal number of 

Yankees.  23 of our regt returned.  They report that they were well treated.  They also say that 

the Yanks are tearing down all the frame houses in & around Atlanta and are building winter 

quarters. 

 

They also say that out of 2300 of Conderte prisoners 1200 took the oath of allegiance & among 

them a great many Georgians.  The enemy are also forming a regôt of Cavalry of these Georgians 
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to be called the 1
st
 Geo Regt U.S. Cavalry & have 600 already.  They give each recruit a horse, 

bridle, saddle, a 16 shooting rifle, 2 ____ repeaters & $400 in green backs. 

 

It is awful to think that over ½ took the oath & hundreds were Georgians & natives at that.  21 

went from the 30
th
 Ga & that regt belongs to this Division.  They live on the west side of the 

Chattahoochee.  Poor deluded creatures.  They certainly do not stop to think that they not only 

ruin themselves but all their friends & relations by that base act.  Iôm glad to see that you are not 

ñwhipped yet.ò  Iôm not either.  Although I looked upon the war as at first waged; as totally 

wrong, but after Lincolnôs manifestoes I saw there was no other resort, but to arms.  I was a 

Union man until Virginia went out & then I saw it was the only safe course left us.  Iôve since 

regretted being a Union man.  I believe in moderation & I did not wish to accuse myself of 

bringing on the bloodshed.  My skirts are clear.  I feel that I did all I could __avert it & now I 

wish to be the last to give it up. 

 

Give it up!! No never until we either have our independence or until God shall show us what is 

best.  Iôm willing to submit it & our institutions into his hands. Amen. 

 

Just recd an invitation to take supper with W. C.  He has some sweet potatoes. La Me!!  Can a 

soldier be honest and eat such good grub?  Well Anna I think by the time you read all this long 

epistle you will have to borrow your Maôs specks & wear them for 6 weeks to come.  Walter C. 

is now sitting by my side and says I must not close before putting in a word for him.  Goodbye 

Dear Anna.  I thank you we bothght thank you for your prayers & kind remembrances and now 

please write as often as you can make it convenient. 

 

Your devoted friend, 

Robt.B 

 
 

         Dwight Smith  Remembered  
 

Corporal Dwight Smith Remembered 

 by Captain Fletcher 

  

During the War of Northern Aggression, soldiers on both sides 

had to deal with the death of their pard or messmate. The reason 

for their pard's death varied.  It could have been caused by 

disease, battle, accident, or some other reason.  The surviving 

soldiers had to find some way to deal with the death of a friend 

and continue to carry out their duty. 

  

Recently I was notified that former Co. K Cpl. Dwight Smith 

had died.  Though we are not at war as people were in the 

1860's, I understand the loss of a friend and messmate. 

  

I believe the first time I met Dwight was at a small event at a 

Boy Scout camp in Clearwater.  From our very first 

conversation, I knew his soul was meant to reenact.  He then 
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became a member of Co. K and brought his son Aaron into the company with him.  Dwight was 

like a sponge that absorbed all of our stories and research.  After a while, he embarked on period 

research and shared his findings with us. He used the research to constantly improve his period 

impression.  He became a very valuable and liked member of Co. K. 

  

One of the things that I like about our hobby is the fact that I get to meet and get to know people 

of many different professions and backgrounds.  The best way to do this is around the 

campfire.  Dwight's enthusiasm led to his going to as many events as possible, both big and 

small, near and far.  It was at a number of small events that I really got to know Dwight.  These 

were events where we had only 3 - 5 members present.  We got to share a lot of conversation 

about the 1860's, modern times, and our beliefs about life.  They were very special times to me. 

  

As does happen to reenactors sometimes, the modern world gets 

in the way.  Situations happened that made it impossible for 

Dwight to continue reenacting with Company K.  I had always 

hoped that he'd come back because I knew he loved our hobby 

very much and I missed his friendship.  I wish I could see him 

smoking his pipe and hear his laugh, which we heard so often. 

  

I seriously understand a soldierôs loss of a pard, though it wasn't 

in war.  I know that those of you who truly knew him feel as I 

do.  He will definitely be missed, especially since we know 

he cannot return to us now. 

  

Please keep Corporal Smith's family in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

        Upcoming Events  

September 4, 5, & 6, 2009.  Atlanta Campaign, Inc. will have its 2009 event on Labor Day 

weekend at the Nash Farm Battlefield in Henry County, Georgia.  This is land that was part of 

the actual battleground in the last battle Lovejoy Station on September 3-5, 1864, of Sherman's 

Atlanta Campaign.  The site was also the scene of a cavalry battle two weeks earlier.                                        

September 6 & 7, 2009.  Dade City reenactment in conjunction with the Pioneer Florida 

Museum and Village.  This is a Sunday, Monday (Labor Day) event.  Be prepared to galvanize 

just in case. 
 

October 3 & 4, 2009.  Veteranôs Park.  Militia/Home Guard impression. 

 

October 10 & 11, 2009.  Confederate Garrison at Fort Clinch. 

 

November 6, 7, & 8, 2009.  The Battle of Missionary Ridge to be held at Sequoyah Caverns and 

Ellis Homestead in Valley Head, Alabama.  Their website is: www.battleofmissionaryridge.com 

 

http://www.battleofmissionaryridge.com/
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November 20, 21, &22, 2009.  Raid on the Suwannee River at the Spirit of the Suwannee Music 

Park in Live Oak, Florida.  Information may be found at:  www.floridareenactorsonline.com.  

 

Please see our website (www.7flcok.com) for a complete listing of events. 

 

 

 Coming Next Month  
 
 Article ï ñLetters to Anna Jane Cla rk ï Part 17 ò This multipart article continues 

with the seventeenth letter, ñFall 1864ò. 

 After -Battle Report ï Resaca  
 
 

 WANTED ï To Buy/Sell/Trade  
 

Available for purchase:  Contact Jack Coleman at:  813-987-6210 or Deadriverjack@aol.com. 

 

1 Enfield rifle with bayonet  

1 McClellan saddle 

 

Contact Jack for info and prices. 

 

Available for purchase:  Contact Mike Bethune at:  m-r@bethunesigns.com 

 

Gentlemen (and ladies) of Co. K, 

 

Rhonda and I have decided to sell our camping gear as she told me she will not sleep in a tent 

anymore after 8 years of it.  So if we do reenactments in the future she will only do it in the 

comfort of a motor home.  Here is a list of what we have, along with a picture of said items.  All 

items, except those noted, are used and priced accordingly. 

 

Thanks, 

Mike Bethune 

 

A 6x9 A-frame tent with wood and stakes                                    $50 

2 fold up cots                                                                                 $20 ea  

1 large wood chair                                                                         $20 

2 small chairs                                                                                 $10 ea 

2 iron lantern holders and iron rifle lean                                       $10 ea 

1 large wood fold up table                                                             $25 

2 small wood fold up tables                                                           $15 ea 

Various dishes including: 

2 plates, 2 bowls coffee pot, coffee mugs 

2 spoons and forks and medium bowl with lid                              $30 

Iron skillet and iron kettle (Will sandblast if wanted) Both           $20                                      

Misc cans and bottles with old time labels 

Artificial (ceramic?) apples and eggs (all together)                       $25 

http://www.floridareenactorsonline.com/
http://www.7flcok.com/
mailto:deadriverjack@aol.com
m-r@bethunesigns.com
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Small propane heater great for inside tent                                      $10 

And for you motor home guys I have a 5ft Step-ladder  

for getting to top bed.  Real nice, brand new                                  $15 

3 metal bars for hanging clothes on (attaches to tent posts). All 3 $10 

More may follow if we come across something. 

 

 
 

 

Available for purchase:  RWS German percussion caps for rifle 

muskets.  100 ñ4-wingò caps per tin.  Iôll sell them for $8.00 per tin.  

Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by 

correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, Company I, 5
th
 Florida Infantry 

at catman6375@msn.com     (04/14/2008) 

 

Available for purchase:  Double-bag knapsacks. Captain Short of the 3
rd

 Florida has negotiated 

a very good price for soft backpacks from ñWinchester Sutlerò. The standard individual price is 

$80.00, but thanks to Captain Shortôs efforts, AND FOR A LIMITED TIME, bulk orders of 10 

or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backpack.  Blanket straps are an additional $5.00. 

Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by calling ñWinchester Sutlerò at 540-

888-3595 (evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the Department of the Gulf 

and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.  (04/23/2008) 

 

 


