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P Notes from the  Editor

Welcome to the October edition of the Company K newsletter. My apologies for the lateness of
this edition but | was asked by oureBident, Russell Mouser to delay its delivery until after the
Hillsborough River Raid. I, of course, submitted to the authority of our good President.

| am grateful to Gary Newman and Russell Mouser for their kind submissions of articles to the
newsleater. It is very much appreciated and additional submis&igradl are needed.

The new campaign is upon us and we have many events, both local and out of state, to look
forward to. | hope all will take an activeleoin both the civilian and militargaspects of our
company and make this season a success.

Respectfully,
1%' Sergeant Van Leuven

2% Company K Business Meeting Minutes

There wasio September business meeting.

2 Ppresidential Pontifications

a resut of his absencdje was unable to provide a report for this edition of
newsletter.

¥ The Captainds Desk
Oct. 2008 {

We had a good number of pegqg Par |
There were 16 citizen soldiers in line for our portrayal of\a
militia unit. We did a right smart jobf militia disorganization. <=
Along with our old comrades from™4Florida, and with & '+
newcomers ?' Florida, we were able to save Tampa. At la

sighting, the Union was rowing back to their ship. This was a narger reenactment at thls
sitethan we hag experienced in quite a few years. The weather was most agreeable, also.
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With the Battles for Atlanta on the horizon in November, some in our company are making plans
to carpool. This is an excellent way to help keep cbsten with the price of galseingwhat it

is. Hopefully, the fuel shortages around the Atlanta area will have been rectified by then. These
carpool trips usually lead to great campfire stories in the future.

Much talk is being raised about the Battle of Hogto(@uainesville) the ifst weekend in
December. | know that the host unif{Elorida) has been doing a great job in arranging for this
second year event teka nice experience for all wiadtend. This is also a designated Florida
Battalion event, so we are requesting maximcompany participationl look forward to seeing
you at one or both of these events.

We are starting to see some new faces amongst our ranks and that is a welcome sight. The more
the merrier!

Your Obt.Srvt,
Capt. S. Fletcher

P& ThelstSer ge alJoarrals 1 October 1863

Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K,
We continue with our discussion about the skirmish drill.

Inthee st | o ur nm tertainrydu regall, tha fecusl was the
basic rationale of the skirmish line ahdw the Comrades of Battle
work together to form the skirmish line. This entry will focus on the
actual deployment of the skirmish line.

Deployment is either forward or by the flank. The deployment forward is used when the
company is behind the line avhich the skirmishers are to form. Deploying by the flank is used
when the company is already on the line on which the skirmishers are to form.

Specifically, in this journal entry, we will focus on deploying the skirmish line forward on the

right file. However, keep in mind thakismishers mayalsobe deployed omhe left or center

fleaswell The company is already i n | Asrslarmishérs, bat t | e
on the right file, take intervals, March! 0This order tells us that the rigimost Comrades of

Battle (CoBmar ches f or war d whi | emarchhatan &gld dsdetdarnaned hei r
by the Anchor, to establish a 20 yard interval.
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Starting position

When 20 yardintervalsaree st a b | i s hsebdgin mavingparalleb @&vaiting the raer to
deploy into skirmish line.

.........................................................

& D
g1k ic))

At this point, one of two possible commands are giverf. t he ¢ o mmatnhde i Go BiéHsa |
deploy into skirmish line at the halt, take a knee, and advance no furtherlf the command
is ADepl oy! 0 yintoskirnGsh B1é and abripue to advance.

o & & & & c)) ®» & & & @

Here is the skirmish line deploged and readq for action.



The distance between skirmishers is initially five paces but the distance may be extended as
needed after the skirmish line is deployed. Skirmishers should never lose sight ofheaich ot
Deploying on the file is the most common method of deploying the skirmish line. Keep in mind
the gener al rul e t hrdiltthe vely éast Gavdnerd. Ifrthe skaimish lineia t a c t
deployed on the center or left file the same rules apply. Depj@n thecenter file means that

the center CoB wil/l continue to march forward
the 20 yard intervals are established. Deploying onetitiéile indicates that the left most CoB
will continue to marchdr war d whil e the center and right C

20 yard intervals are attained.
Next entry will concentrate on deploying on the flank.

With Deepest Bspect,
1%' Sergeant Van Leuven

P& The Quartermaster Report

Greetings,All. More years ago than | care to remember, | was askedkeothe Company
Quartermastestores home for a couple of weeksopeneda box to find a few leathergreen
with mold, and uniforms that were mere rags (and all the wrong sizes to Wet)vee barely
able to outfit one man...and you had to beg for an extra mugketpassed a hat for cartridges.
We had no idea where our tents were, or Inoany we had.After years ofselling, sorting, and
trading, gathering donations, blanket sales, rafti@s, not a little bit of wheeling and dealing,
we now have reached the goal | set for myself as Quartermaster some yearstbdigtd 4
men head to toe, musket and dllpnfederate or Union, in good to new condition, at any given
time. In addition, ve have several additional "blue suits" for thtsaecial occasions"All this

is geared to help our new members as they transition into a sometime pricey Wiblaye also
able to provide our recruits with enough proper ammunition to get them thimeigfirst battle.

It is with great pleasure that | announce ttie Civilian Board has voted Gary Newman as
inteim Q.M for Co. K, and he will be up for election as our Quartermaster at our Civilian Board
elections at Brooksvillel hope that all of yo support Gary as you have supported me all these
years, and remember that, at times, Q.M. can be a thankless job, but is vital to our success as a
Company.

It is with great relief (and a bit of reluctance) that this is my last missive as youeuaser.
But, | have on doubthat Gary Newman will maintain the high standards we expect from Co.
K......Good LuckPard!

Yr. Obdt Srvt
Cpl. Russell Mouser
Acting QM



P& Article 1 A L eets to Anna Jane Clark T Part5 o

Captain Robert Blair SmittCommandedCompany K of the " Florida Infantry. During the
course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom
he laterna r r i ed. Ca pt agreat gr&ddaughtes, MadgmeeMartguerite Mclinteer,
has permitted your servant to-peint them in the newsletter. This multipart article conéiaun

this issue with theofhkditot h | etter, AJanuary 9,
6" Brigade Hd Qrs_29 Division

Knoxville "™8n. Jandy 9

To

Miss Anna J. Clark,
Social Circle GA

My Dear Friend,

Al t hough | have not rec6d any answer to eithe
in hope that you have not entirely forgotten nierhaps | was too hasty in writing, or may be

you have so much to keep you busy that you have not the time to spare. But more than likely
you have written |l ong ago & | have not recodd
wrote to Miss Lata from Morristown about a week ago, in answer to her letter of tAal2®a.

You will see that we are again back to our old place, Knoxville! | hope we will stay here for the
balance of the winter. | am heartily tired of traveling either by catsydioot. The mud is

al most i ns gtigketb closeatbhlaen & fbr ot her . 0 Ni ght befor
this winter & as ugeal& thhaids troe gits.] evegs ofudn ot hw
with fires. In they mas ni agswef wemet mes figost
bedfellows & by getting in between them | get along fiege. In Morristown there were lots of

pretty red, rosy cheeked gmso st al | were for A_ __ oObowfelt he Un|
inclinedto pressthem into the Confederate service.

This mountainous country is better than paint or ____ for the cheeks, | should judge for all seem

to . Marys, Marthas, & seem to be the prevailing class. | have

caught them smiling ost bewitchingly at the boys, though they had never seen them before.

But if you should happen to speak to one, she immediately looks, for all the world, like a scared
young _ _ _, unt il for pityds sake youwdyzave h
coquettish neither do they seem to be ashamed to show their felgtraahklesfor when the

weather is warm, they wear neither shoes or stockings. Dear knows! Their feet & ankles seem

to havesizein their favor if that is any recommendation. Norristown the govt have a very

large parkhouse & while we stayed there they fed usspareribs andbones That was high

living, for C.S. soldiers. We all expressed our regrets at leaving.

A few Sundays since | heard a sermon from thisit@xA n dhall dome to pass in those days,

that seven women shall lay hold upon one man & shall say we will eat our own bread & wear our

own <c¢lothes only | et us be called by they na
Revoddd Devi ne dr eencesfmmias text whichkwiere gny thimgfoue comfortable
to his your | ady hearers. Hi s prophetic eye

Prophet had c¢ o meonesgesentdid saot seem tolbe kighlly edified or pleased.



There are some amusing scenes transpiring in these parts occasionally. | will relate one. A
couple of Irish lasses bring pies into camps to sell. Said pies are destitute of either

of course they are rather tough. Lt. Bethel of my Qyqudrely purchases some of said
Airon clads, 0 but invariably cdaeeketl @ishgitwho of t h
always protested that they warekein lard & c& c. Well this morning she come as usual &
told the Lieut. She had made opet hat she knew would suit hi m
| ard. o The Lt. Dbought i1t and promised hi msel
judge of his disappointment & our fun, when he bit his pie it was filled with lard & cracklings &
bits ofold bacon. It was a rich scene & | have not gotten over my laughing spell yet. The Lieut.
vows that he will fix her but | donét know ho

The war news are not very stirring since the Murfreesboro fight. Tasitawsevere victory us

fear. 1500 of the wounded have arrived here, among them | have found some of my old
scholars. They seemed very glad to see me. | was rejoiced to see them & | can now nurse them
& make their sufferings seem less. A few daysobefthe fight our brigade was ordered to
Murfreesboro but before we got started the order was countermanded. | think we will now
remain here as it is reported & generally believed that the enemy are advancing upon this place
in considerable strength. lowld be glad to stay any where & rest for a spell for | am tired. |
have nothing very fresh to write you this

Now Miss A. Johnnie you must not defer writing for so long a period again. Answer
immediately. You do not imagine how pleasarns itor me to receive a letter from you. Give me
one of those racy, witty ones full of fun & frolic if you choose. Just like yourself. | imagine this
ambrotype looks mischievous sometimes. Well, speaking of the ambrotype, | had it worked
upon a few weekago. It is somewhat improved & looks quite fresh.

My very kind regards to Miss Laura, Miss Nannie, Susie & Cousin Laura & all.

Your true friend,Bob

Godblessyou.
PS
| have just recdd order to go to Ric
N.B.
4 o & ®.Monwil has come but no letters from you. | give you jissy in
my next.

Robt.B.

This would be the event published in Civil War Times



p® Article T Who We Honor - Lt. Memory C. Gramling

Article reprintedfrom "Goodspeed's History dbreene CountyArkansas first published in
1889. Article submitted by RussellMousgeh o i s Lt . Gramlingds great,

"Memory ChamplairGraming, who isone of the first and most successful farmers and stock
raisers of Greene Co. Arkyas born in Spartdourg Co. S.C., Nov. 29839,and is the eldesif

12 children born to the marriage of Benj. M. and M@&Wilson) Gramling, who were there
engaged in farmig until 1858, when they came torld and settled in Greene C®ur subject
has always been famihiavith farm labor, and assistdds father until the age of 2Wwhen he
became an employee of the Government in draining this section of the state.

At the breaking out of the Rebellion he enlisted in Co. D, 5th Ark. Inf., and was assigned to the
Army of Tennesee, and was with Gen. Joe Johnston, participatinipe battles of Perryville,
Murfreesboro, Corinth, where he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, and Chickanmauga

this engagement, while his Company was making a charge and he was cryisgdonrades

"Come on, Boys", he was wounded by dldtustriking him in the cheek.He was also at
Ringgold, Resaca, where he was wounded in the thigh, and Jonesboro, Ga., where he lost his left
arm by theexplosion of a shell on the 1ef Sept., 1864.He remained in the fielin a field

hospital actually. RM.) until the close of the war, then returned to Ark., and in 1866 married
Miss Mary Jane Smith.

In 1866 Mr. Gramling located at Gainesville, where he started a general atatén the fallof

the same year was elected assess@reene Co. In the springge was appointed treasurer of

the Co. till the election of a successor, but continued to manage his store for 3 yrs., then moving
to St. Francis Townshipln 1870 he bought 240 acres ahtl........... he now posseg)mcres of

fertile land. h 1877 (he) erected a handsome residenoé has also built good barn®00 acres

of his land areaunder cultivatiorand 2 are in orchardHe gives considerable attention to stock
raising, and haa full-blooded Holstein bull imported from northern Missouln 1872 he was
elected tahe office of Co. Sheriff, andubsequently was elected Co. Judge, which he held for 2
terms. He hasalways been active in political and school matters, and isesttt in every
enterprise fothe welfare of th€o."

Russell adds the following about his Gr&aeat Grandfather:
That is pretty much all we know for sure about M.C.'s military career.

There is a family story that, at one point in the war, he metilhome to help put in the crops,
and they were so poor he had to wear women's clothes to plow the ffahis.story is true, I'm
sure the woman's garb had little to do withverty, and a lot to do with rawg bands of mitia
and bounty hunters l&ang for "recruits" and deserters.

We do have #ot of information about his regimenthe 5th ArkansasTheir Hardeepattern flag

must have been full of battle honorEhese guys were in the thick of it from the very start, from
Owl Creek Mo. in Aug., 1861, through most of the major engagements across Tenn. and
Kentucky After their consolidation with the 13th Ark., in the fall of 1863, Liddell's (later



Govan's) Brigade became part of Cleburne's Division, and things really goThey. were in

the nght assault at Chickamauga, andMissionary Ridge. In the last days of Nov.1863,
according to Craig Symondstthewall of the West", The 5tlead by Col. John E. Murray were
among the first troops to cross the frigid Chickamauga Creek, and Gen.r@gdausonally put
them in position directly in front of Ringgold Gap, along with 2 well concealed Napoleons. As
the Union advanced, Gen. Patrick Cleburne commanded what has been calldteth@opylae

of the Civil War" from his position with the 5th ArlaJlowing the rest of the Army to withdraw

to winter quarters in Dalton Ga. unmolested.

In the great dance of Armies that stakin Feb. 1864, and ended wilte fall of Atlanta in Sept.
1864 the 5th Ark. (as part of Govan's Brig., Cleburne's Div.) wagaged in some of the
bloodiest of battles, including Resa Pickett's Mill, and the battles in and around é&saw Mt.
and Atlanta. There is a Reuben Gramlifth. Ark. Co. D (ve are pretty sure his brother) buried
in the Confederate Cemetery in Matdet

On Sept. 1st 1864, Govan's Brig. was at the northern point of the Catéetires near Lovejoy
Station taking the brunt of the asdafrom Thomas's Army of the Cumberland. (It is possible
the 5th/13th camped at present day Nash Farihss herehe suffered the wound that cost his
arm. The loss of his arm most likely saved his life, as Cleburne's Division with his Arkansas
troops were at the center of the assault at Franklin, Tenn. that destroyed the Army oféBenness
and cost GerCleburne hidife. After this battle, the $¥13th was consolidated with the 12nd,

15th, and 24th ArkT h e R eolprs @were captured at Nashville Dec 16, 1864 by the 88th
lllinois Inf. (R.M. note: fie 24th Ark. had many Mousers, from a distant branch of myyfam

but no direct kin.)

M.C. and Mary had 11 children. Their daughter, Alice Gramling (McDaniel), was my (Russell
Mouser) great grandmothemMary passed on 8/2/1903M.C. passed on 1/14/1904. They are
buried in the Pruitt Chapel Cemetery, Paragould Ark

That is the story of my GredaBreat- Grandfather, M.C. Gramling.
Yr Obdt Srvt Russell Mouser

Grave and Memorlaf Major General Patrick Cleburne




2® Book Review 1 War Crimes a gainst Southern Civilians
BY WALTER BRIAN CISCO

Excellent book. It revealed a whole new side of history from eyewitness accounts and diaries
North and South. Some excerpts from the intro to be followeddeations over a period of
months:

The book i nvolves a survey of the Unioeoneds fAha
that included the shelling and burning of cities, systematic destruction of entire districts, mass
arrests, forced expulsisnwholesale plundering, and murder.

A chronicle is given of the St. Louis massacre, where Federal authorities proceeded to impose a
reign of terror and dictatorship in Missouri. Events are revealed that tell of the suffering caused
by, the Federal decrdahat forced twenty thousand Missouri civilians into exile. The arrests of
civilians, the suppression of civil liberties, theft, and murder to restore the Union in Tennessee
are also examined.

Women and children were robbed, brutalized, and left homeéless Sher mands i nf al
through Georgia. In South Carolina, homes, farms, churches, and whole towns disappeared in
flames.Civilians received no mercy #te hands of the Union invaders.

Careful attention is paid to the first hand accounts of suffdryn§outhern Blacks, whether free
or slave, when encountered by Federal troops. They were robbed, beaten, kidnapped, threatened,
tortured, raped or killed as the Federal armies were on the move.

The most horrific part of each mass atrocity was the pramstihat followed for the officers
involved.

A detailed account will follow in further dispatches

Gary Newman

2% Upcoming Events

Gentlemen, ladies,

Gettysburg and Chickamauga are now history. The 9th. Annual Atlanta campaign will be upon us
in avery short time.

November 7th. , 8th. And 9th. 2008

"The event will be held at the Nash Farm in McDonough, GA. You may arrive as early as
Thursday.  School day will be Friday the 7th. Three battles from Sat. to Sun. Artillery
bounty and usual amenities . Registration fee of $15 per person until October 15th, $25
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walk on fee. Cavalry needed. Ladies tea, Saturday ball and more. Schedules, driving

directions, registration forms and additional information can be seen on their website at
www.atlantacampaign.com orcall1 -877-206 -4044."

This is approximately 41 days hence. As of today the Florida Battalion has the following
registered:

Leon Rifl eséééééan®dcsvibidngdi er s

/////

Dept . o f the Gul f Stafféeéééeé. .5 soldiers and 4 civilial

TOTAL...11 soldiers, 8 civilians.

Folks, surly, we can do better than this. If we don't register more than this, the event will be a
failure, therefore, PLEASE register NOW! The event web page is as listed in the note above and
contains all required information needed for your participation. Our own General Jessee will be
commanding us.

Company commanders and N.C.O.s please pass this dispatch onto your men and encourage them
to attend this event.

Respectfully submitted,

Maj. Roger L. Statzer
Assistant Adjutant General
3rd. Brigade

2nd. Division

Army of Tennessee

C.S.A.

2008
October 11, 12, 2008 Florida Battalion Confederate Garrison at Fort Clinch.

November 7-9, 2008. Battle of Atlanta (Nash Farm near Jonesboi®A). For information,
contact Earl Zeckman azeckman@bellsouth.n&tr visit the Battle of Atlanta website at
www.atlantacampgn.com - FLORIDA BATTALIO N EVENT i1 MAXIMUM
PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

December 57, 2008. 2" Annual Battle of Hogtown at Poe Springs, Flori@k.a. Battle of
Gainesville, approximately three miles west of High Springsdr additional information,
contact Cpl. John McLean atcleanjgator@yahoo.canYou can also check out the Poe Springs
Park website athttp://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm- FLORIDA BATTALION EVENT 1
MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQUESTED

2009
January 16-18, 2009. 29" Annual Brooksville Raid FestivgBrooksville, FL). The website for

this event is currently under constructionplease be patient.- FLORIDA BATTALION
EVENT i MAXIMUM PARTICIPATION REQU ESTED

11


http://www.atlantacampaign.com/
mailto:ezeckman@bellsouth.net
http://www.atlantacampaign.com/
mailto:mcleanjgator@yahoo.com
http://www.ncfymca.org/poe.htm

February 13-15, 2009. 145" Anniversary of theBattle of Olustee (Lake City, FL). For
information, visit the Battle of Olustee site attp://battleofolustee.org/ - FLORIDA
BATTALION EVENT i MAXIMUM PAR TICIPATION REQUESTED

March 7-8, 2009. 144" Anniversary of the Battle of Natural Bridge (Woodville, FL). We need
Yankees! For information, contact Mark Romingematrominger@yahoo.comr Chris Ellrich
at cellrich@hotmail.com

Please see the web sjteww.7flcok.con) for a complete listing of events.

~ Coming Next Month

Article T ALet t eAnsaJane Clark T Part 6 0 This multipartarticle continues
with the sixth lett#&ng8dAKnoxville, Tenn., Fe
Living History Material: 1863 State of Florida Confederate Money

WANTED 71 To Buy/Sell/Trade

PQ® Available for purchase. i E

tent ridge pol e. Al l ows 0s
down into two shorter lengths for easier transportation
storage. Price is $12.00, and includes easy installa

instructions. Interested parties may communicate any seri!___‘_‘:
inquiry by corespondence to Private Gary Newman, Comps ] g e

K, 7" Florida Infantry. travelingrebel53@yahoo.con | =
(11/14/2007) 5

P& WANTED i Used, reproduction Enfield bayone€ondition NOT important. Please

P Available for purchaseRWS German percussion caps for rif

contact Private Fre8trok of Company K, 7 Floridaat 7225020230, 7:00- 10:00 PM
weekdays, any time on weekends. Pl ease
(03/12/2008)

muskes . WO gidd caps bpbeéefkrl tsell r $8.00
tin. Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry
correspondence to Sergeant John Butler, Compari} Fldida

Infantry atcatman6375@msn.com (04/14/2008)

R

s >

P& TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE GUKwailable for

purchase, dublebag knapsacksCaptain Short of the"8Floridahas negotiated a very

good price for WinchesterBwlak pdadles sftraommdafi d 1 ndi
$80.00,but hanks to Captain Shortds efforts, AN
of 10 or more will be discounted to $55.00 per backp&iknket straps are an additional
$5.00.Interested parties may communicate any serious inquiry by cd@lWigchester
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Sutlero at 540888-3595 (evening preferred). Be sure to mention that you are part of the
Department of the Gulf and that Captain Dennis Short told you about this offer.
(04/23/2008)

P& Private Kevin Gonzalez of Company K" Florida Infantry, lost/misplaced his XL
Aknuckl e draggero Union sack coat at Brook
knows of its whereabouts, please contact hikeain151mg@yahoo.con{04/23/2008)

7" Regiment of Florida Volunteer Infantry
Company K
www. 7flcok.com

Civilian Board

President: Russell Mouser
mouserfla@webtv.net

Vice President: Skip Fletcher
cornfederateK6@aol.com

Secretary: Keith Van Leuven
keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer: Tom Giminaro
Tgiminaro@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Gary Newman
travelingreb53@yahoo.com
Officers & NCOs

Captain Skip Fletcher, Commanding
cornfederateK6@aol.com

1* Sergeant Keith Van Leuven
keithvanleuven@tampabay.rr.com

2" Sergeant John Mitchell
Jmitchl@tampabay.rr.com
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