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Notes from the  Editor  
 
Welcome to the November edition of the Company K newsletter.  Once again, I humbly 

apologize for the lateness of this newsletter.  The October edition I got to blame on Russell.  This 

one is mine.  I suspect Iôll catch up eventually.  Thanks again to Gary Newman for his 

submissions of pictures and living history items for, not only this edition, but for future editions 

as well.  However, despite Garyôs kind and appreciated participation, I am still in need of articles, 

biographies, battle reports, book reviews, pictures or anything else you may think of.  Also, I will 

take this opportunity to announce my intention to run for a third term as Company K Secretary.  I 

look forward to seeing all at Hogtown next month. 

 

Respectfully, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

Company K  Business Meeting Minutes  
 

There was no October business meeting.   

    

 
Presidential Pontifications                                     

         
Greetings All!  Word of my late demise is premature.  After personally 

leading our valiant rout of the Yankee incursion up Tampa Bay and thinking 

our good Captain deceased, I proceeded to a pawnshop where I got a good 

penny for the Dear Captôs sword.  What I did not squander on strong drink 

and stronger women, I spent to have my image struck. Now I am back, poorer 

but wiser. 

 

I am happy to announce that I will seek a third term as Company K Civilian 

Board President. Tom Giminaro will again run for Treasurer, and Gary 

Newman will run for the Quartermaster slot.  I'm sure our current Vice President and Secretary 

will announce their intentions soon.  Our elections will be held at our Co. meeting at Brooksville 

in Jan. 

 

Membership renewal forms will be available at Hogtown, and the remainder will be mailed out. 

Dues will remain at $20, plus $10 for insurance for additional family members, and will be due 

no later than Jan 31st.  It is important to pay your dues in a timely manner in order to remain on 

the Battalion Insurance roster.   

 

We have four good events coming up...Atlanta, Hogtown, Brooksville and Olustee.  In addition, 

there are several local or regional events over these same several months, so we should have 

plenty of chances to burn powder and chat around the campfire.  I hope to see all of you real 

soon! 
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Before I sign off......Keep Kevin Ogden and family in your thoughts and prayers as he prepares 

for deployment to Iraq.  Once he is settled "in country", we hope to send him some "goodie 

boxes".  A big thanks to Dave Hendrix for the donation of an iron flagstaff holder for the Co. 

colors.  Rumor has it Steve Brown (and Manny) may be able to rejoin our ranks soon.  Keep him 

and his family in your thoughts and prayers.  And finally.....This just in!  Word has reached us 

from Richmond that Fred Strok is recovering well from his late saber wound and is on detached 

duty with the Confederate Ord. Dept. If he don't blow himself up, he may be back in our midst 

sometime soon. He has been missed (and if he should blow up, he will be truly mist).  He 

promises to send us a more complete report soon. 

 

Yr Humble President,  

Cpl. Russell Mouser   

                                                                                                      

 
The Captainôs Desk                                                

   

Remember the old saying:  "Be careful what you wish 

for?"  Well, I'm living it.  I wanted the coolness and fall of VA 

and I got it.  Up here in the Blue Ridge Highlands it's already 

been in the 30s and the pretty leaves actually mean they're 

dying and gonna fall off and then you have to decide what to 

do with them.  It's all good, though!  I don't have to go out in 

the cold and I can put off the leaf problem until tomorrow or 

the next day, or the day after that, etc.  I look at it as getting prepared for Brooksville and 

Olustee. 

 

The Battle of Hogtown is rapidly approaching and we're expecting a full company turn out for 

this event.  We should also have a very strong showing by the Florida Battalion.  As of this 

writing, I suppose we should be prepared to do both Blue and Gray.  Since this is a second year 

event, I'm not sure how many Yankees will show.  However, if they are itching as much as I 

know we are to get back in the field and around a campfire again, I'm sure there will be a big 

Blue Horde awaiting. 

 

So, please make every effort to attend this event.   

 

Until then, I remain. 

 

Your Obt. Srvt, 

Capt. S. Fletcher 
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The 1 st  Sergeantôs Journal  

 
Gentlemen (and ladies, as appropriate) of Company K, 

 

We continue with our discussion about the skirmish drill.   

 

In the last journal entry we discussed deploying forward by the file.  In 

this entry we will focus on deploying the skirmish line by the flank.  

As you will recall, the skirmish line deploys by the flank when the 

company is already on the line on which the skirmishers are to form.  

This can be done by extending intervals to the left, to the right, or both left and right.  Keep in 

mind the general rule that the CoBôs remain intact until the very last movement. 

 

We shall use deploying ñby the right flankò as our example: 

 

The Company is in battle line and at the halt. 

 

 
The command is:  ñAs skirmishers, By the right flank, Take intervals, March!ò   

 

 
While the left most CoB stands fast, the other CoBôs turn by the right face and march off.  The 

Anchor (front left man) from each set of four is responsible for determining when enough 

distance has been achieved to allow his CoB to deploy.  Approximately 20 paces are needed 

between each CoB so they can effectively deploy. 

 

The individual CoBôs do not wait for the line to completely extend before deploying.  They 

immediately deploy into skirmish line as they reach the needed intervals.  Here, the left most 

CoB has already deployed, the center CoB is in the process of deploying while the right-most 

CoB continues to march until the necessary interval is reached. 
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Here is the skirmish line deployed and ready for action: 

 

 
 

As stated, the deployment by the flank may be used to extend left rather than right.  The 

command,  ñBy the left flankò, tells the right-most CoB to remain stationary while the other 

CoBôs left face and march off in the same manner as shown above. 

 

To extend in both directions at once, the command is, ñBy the left flank and right flankò.  This 

command tells the center CoB to remain stationary while the other CoBôs face outward from the 

center file and move off in the same manner as previously shown.   

 

Next journal entry will focus on Assembling on the File. 

 

With Deepest Respect, 

1
st
 Sergeant Van Leuven 

 

 

The Q uartermaster Report                            

 
Due to his recent assignment to Fort Clinch, Quartermaster Gary Newman 

was unable to provide a report for this newsletter ï Editor. 
 

 

Article ï ñLetters to Anna Jane Clark ï Part 6 ò 
 

Captain Robert Blair Smith Commanded Company K of the 7
th
 Florida Infantry.  During the 

course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whom 

he later married. Captain Smithôs great-great granddaughter, Madame Marguerite McInteer, 

has permitted your servant to re-print them in the newsletter.  This multipart article continues in 

this issue with the sixth letter ñFebruary 16, 1863ò . ï Editor 

 

Knoxville, Tenn, Feby 16
th
 1863 

 

Dear Anna alias Lannie, 

 

Your long looked for and truly welcome letter has come at last.  I make haste to answer, but 

having the troublesome chills and fevers you will please excuse both composition and execution.  

Now my good friend, you need not depend upon ñMrs. N.ò for information as to my address, for 

if any change is made I shall let you know.  As long as we remain in E. Tenn. I expect to make 

Knoxville my hôqtrs. 

 

On the same ñcold dayò that you devoted to writing to your friend Robt. B he was sleeping very 

comfortably in his tent although it snowed & blew very fiercely.  The next morning was clear 

and when the first rays of the sun kissed the snow capped mountains the reflections were most 
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beautiful & forcibly reminding me of the fabled abodes of the sea-nymphs & goddesses.  At 

Knoxville the Allegheny & Blue Ridge chains seem to encircle the place on the N. W. &  S.  The 

only opening being towards the E.  The county is rough rocky & hilly.  The people are like their 

soil rough & uncouth.  Some of the ladies are real beauties, though, & it only requires culture & 

training of the moral & mental power to polish them & to make them bright and shining stars.  

They are like diamonds in the mud, to all appearances worthless & un____ly, but let ___ remove 

the mud & blotches & give it the polishing ___ & its beauties appear.  I pitied them. 

 

To show you how funny they act sometimes, I will transcribe a note that a nice looking, rosy 

cheeked lassie addressed to a pvt in my Co.  His name was Robt. Bryan & she hearing his name 

called by some of the boys, learned it, addressed his thus, ñMay deerest & most butifulest 

Robbert I love you with my hole sole I love them blue ies & will you not ___marry me.  Your 

destrated loverò Azaline Light.  

 

 The fun of it was finally two of three of the other boys got desperately smitten with her & she 

dropped her ñdearest & beautifulest Bobò for some of the rest.   

 

On the 23
rd

 ultima a pretty considerable earthquake was felt in that place viz. G.  I have seen no 

mention make of it though in any papers South.   

 

At this particular time we have three very considerable personages in our City.  Lt.Genôl Jos. E. 

Johnson, Price & Miss Bell Boyd the ñRebel Spy.ò  The brigade band serenaded her & she came 

upon the balcony of the hotel & made the following pertinent or impertinent speech (just as you 

please to decide it.)  ñSoldiers and Gentlemenò  ñI am like Genôl Johnson, I canôt make speeches 

but I can fight battles!ò  She has a 1st Lieutôs Commission & wears 2 bars on her collar & ___on 

her arm.  Yesterday she went to sleep in church & nodded until she became the ñobserved of all 

observers.ò  After awakening she yawned & looked around, perfectly _____.  Genôl Johnson has 

a fine military carriage & is quite affable & ________.  .I have given you a report of him before.   

Genôl Price is a tall, robust man, hair white, but formerly was black & it cannot be age that 

caused it to be so white.  Cares & anxieties have had much to do with it. 

 

I am so sorry that I never rec
d
. your Atlanta letter.  Are you sure it was placed in the office?  

Canôt you give me the substance of it in your next?  You would oblige me very much, if you 

could.  I never heard whether you had rec
d
. any of my letters until Miss Laura told me.  I 

certainly thought strange of your long silence.  But now I am rejoiced, to hear from you again.  

Donôt put off writing so long.  One gets tired of waiting so long.  You were very kind to Bro. E. 

& I think the plan a fine one.  I should like to get some nice girl to help me sometimes.  Coming 

from Richô
d
. I took charge of a whole family in order to secure me a seat in the ladies car.  I had 

pretty ñdear for my whistleò though for the family being large, was encumbered with babies, 

brats & c.  

  

I should like very much to see your ñConfederate hat.ò  I know it is handsome.  Donôt you want a 

buckle to go in the front part of it.  I should like to present you with one.   

 

How do you pronounce the name ñGuernò the name of sisterôs asst teacher?  Donôt tell any one I 

asked you.  You need not fear ñexhausting my patience,ò I never get tired, reading letters from 
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my friends.  My fever is ____ & my head & eyes pain me terribly.  Please excuse all mistakes & 

blots.  I see I have made a miserable blot on this page.  The ink dropped from the pen too freely.  

Give my kind remembrances to all.  I will write to Miss Laura in a few days.  I wrote to her from 

Greeneville about the 1
st
 inst.  Many kind wishes from you friend, 

 

R. B. S. 

7
th
 Fla. Regt. 

Knoxville Tenn 

 

Same letter 

 

To my friend  

Miss A. Johnnie Clark 

Social Circle, Ga 

 

PS  

 

Tell Sister I have recd the Box & the good things enclosed all in fine eating order and many, 

many thanks. 

 

NB 

 

After reviewing this letter in the light of day I am ashamed of it & I would copy it over again but 

the mail closes soon. I could not do it & mail it to day. Again I beg you to excuse its looks and 

every mistake.   My head aches with a burning fever, & my eyes are very painful, too.  Please 

burn it up.  I am surprised, that either you or Miss Laura should make excuses for your letters!  

_____ _______  ___ ___  __________ 

no further apologies for it only makes me feel ashamed of my own poor efforts. 

 

I send you a piece of blank verse I copied out of a magazine expressly for your album 
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 Photo Gallery  ï Fort Clinch  
 
The following pictures were submitted by Gary Newman of his recent assignment at Fort Clinch. 
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Living History  Material ï 1863 Florida Two Dollar Bill   
 

 
Submitted by Gary Newman 

 


