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A0 Notes from the Editor

Welcometo the Novembeedition of your newsletterl hope all are well and prepared to resume

the new campaign seaso@ur turnout at the Hillsborough River Raid was excellent on Saturday
andsomewhat lesthanexcellent on Sunday as we, apparently, took 90% casualties during the
scrap on Saturday. Don6t wunderstand when exac
healthy and present in force when we were fed Saturday afternoon. @itigepnote, we were

able to place High Private Heislerds grandson
fine job of it. Well done, PrivateAlso, the next time you see Ellis Oglesby be sare¢lcome

him into our ranks alse also saw thelephant at the raid and served valiantly.

| look forward to seeing all at the Raid on the Suwannee in a few weeks.

Respectfully,
1 Sergeant Van Leuven

A0 Presidential Pontifications

COMPANY K... FALL IN FOR ROLL CALL!!

Ah, yed The barking of seyea n t thesburning of wood, the
boiling of coffee...morning comes to camp. Soon we will gather
on the banks of theuvannee River to kick off the heart of the _
Florida reenacting season. Time to check those buttons and clean §8
that musket. We hope to have a strong turnout for this first time
event, so let the good Capt. know if you plan to attend.

Our tee shirts are novwn and will be available for sale at

Suwannee. Time and weather ipéting, we will have a company

meeting that Sat. some time after tlatle. There are a few items taffle, and a few items for
sale.

There has ken much talk of late about tla@pearace of the campsFor the most part, K keeps

a tightcamp, but there is always rodior improvement. So, remember to keep all "modern”
items andactivities under wrapduring "office hours". Keep your tent buttoned up when not in
use and keep our commaareas picked up. We are living breathing photo ops and

representves of a life and times far in the past to most folks. Let us look and act the part.

See you all soon!

Yr Obedient Servant,
Cpl. Russell Mouser



D The Captainds Desk
Nov. 2009

Military Elections  Yes, it's that time again at ™=
Brooksville. The positionsf Capt., 1st Sgt., and 2nd Sgtg.
will be selected in Jan. 2010f you are inclined to run
for either of these positions, please let it be known to me ASARI put the slate of candidates
in the next newsletter so voting members can think about thew would like to cast their
votes.A term of office is two yearsThis voting is done onlpy those who take the field and tote
a musket.In other words, by those that are best to judge the capabilities ofthfabseill lead
the company into battle.

SuwanneeRiver Raid The much anticipated replacement for Horse Landing, in our schedules,
is quickly approaching Nov.2R2. REMEMBER this is aMaximum Participation Event for
Company K. It has been quite a while since we have had an event of thisto@ggniiVe need

to make a good showingThat time of year, it can be either hot or down right frosty. Be
prepared for bothlt is North Florida. Also be prepared for portraying both Blue and Gray.
have not received any particulars from battalion condnas to galvanizing, as of this
writing. If you need to borrow equipment, contact the QM as soon as posBitdecome, first
serve.

| greatly look forward to seeing all of my pards and their families once again.

Your Obt. Srvt.,
Capt. S. Fletcher

@ThelstSergeantés Journal

Men of Company K,

We will depart onceagain,from our ongoing discussions about¥as*
drill and focus our attention for hrief moment on the recent = =
skirmish in the area of Fort Brooke along the banks of the
Hillsborough River | am grateful to PrivateOglesby for
forwarding these daguerreotypes to me for your enjoyment.

We arrived in Confederate camp early Saturday mgrwith, as always, Private Reynoldgth

our nurse, Miss Debiewell in advance of our main bodyHe staked our claim in close
proximity, once againt o Col . Knbt 6sutenwhy he does that €
orders)and we waited patiently fesaid orders from the good Colonel. Our boys trickled in at

their leisure as it appears wesaacting more and more like Imia the longer we go without

beingon the campaignUnhappy withthe less than soldierly beariod our boys, we set about

to diill for what had to have felt to be an eternity for the mzased on the amount of sweat they
offered,but was in actuality less than an hour. After a rousing speech by your servant about our



duty to God and our Confederacy we broke ranks to allow tlge the opportunityto ponder
and fully appreciate the words they had just head| no doubt, taken to heart.

Early afternoon,Company K, numbering
around 15 rifles andoy far the largest
companyof Confederate troops present for
duty, was sent forwad to relieve the
pickets who weréeing driven back by a
landing party of Union sailors arMarines
We engaged the enemy and stopped their
advance but they were able to take good
cova behind our own breastworksThe
remaining company came up to sugpor
our advance and Company K was ordered

' J to attempt to turn the
while the second company attacked the Union frént. | was going wel | unt il
approached with additional or der sKohlwanthyos e or d
t oéuh, uh, 06 as the |l ook of panic somottenate over

orders during the Second run fronthe Colonel to
our position. With no intelligible orders forthcominf&
we continued our assault on the Uniore when we
were attacked on our right flank by Union infant
who had suddenly appeared without warning.
withdrew from our position and attempted
continue the fight but were unable to dislodge th
from their position. Col. Kohl was slightly wodad ‘
and unable to continue leading us, leaving ydq
servant, as the senior company commandeverall
command of the Confederate troops. After a quic
or 3 second evaluation of our tactical sitoat |
bravelygave the order to retreat leaving the®ry in
possession of the field. We withdrew to a position to the east and sent out pickets. No additional
contact with the enemy was made for the rest of the day and evening.

Sunday dawned bright and warm. Church
call was well attended with Sgt. Johntkr
serving as chaplain. Casualties were much
heavier than | had originally known as
Company K was down to jushree rifles,
forcing your servant to pick up a rifle as
well, giving us four courageousmen to
defend the town. The other company was
deplded as well. One of our riflemen, who
we pressed into servicewas Privag¢
Hei sl erds grandson, Zac|
appeared happy to be in the position of

ISP AR 8 being completely outnumbered and on the
defensive. | admire the exuberarase oblivious naturef youth at times. The inevitable order
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was eventually given to form and move wupon
Yankees had not moved from their position after yesterdays fight and were still well entrenched
behind our breastworks. Thalg advantage we had was in artillery and we felt confident we
could push them back to their boats once our gun found its range. Our small Company K band
was assigned to the left flank of our line and between us attacking the Union right, artillery in the
center and our other company pushing the Union left flank we were able to move them out from
behind the breastworks and eventually to their boats where they made a hasty @etraatide

note, young Zachary displayed exemplary courage and did hisnithigut hesitation. Despite

his youth he looked and acted in every way the veteran.

With respect, | am YouDbedientServant,

1% Sergeant Van Leuven

? The Quartermaster 0 Keport
Not muctshappening in the QuartermastdrAll gear is accounted for.
QM Newman, | believe to distract frosphigtesl treasonous behavior

putting on the blue suit while at Dade Célgrsgttie following carfoon
your enjoyméiditor

[ dide’t gay, “Let’e play doctor”
I ¢aid, “Let'e play Civil War doctor”

K

t

f



<& Article 71 Letters to Anna Jane Clark - Part 18

Captain Robert Blair SmithCommandedCompany K of the ¥ Florida
Infantry. During the course of the war, he corresponded with Miss Anna
Jane Clark of Social Circle, Georgia, whoime | at er marri ed
greatgreat granddaughter, Madame Marguerite Mclinteer, has permitted
your servant to reprint them in the newsletter. This multipart article
continues in this issue with the eighteenth part, dated Octobe¥, 16864
Editor.

On the March near Villena, Ga(probably Villanow)
Oct. 18" 1864

Dear Anna,

| take the opportunity early this morning to send you a hasty letter. We left Palmetto off the 29
of Sept. for parts unknown & marched & marched & just continuedatagrher & there from

point to point sometimes at some place & some times nowhere until we have reached this place
which is no place at all and being on picket this morning we have a chance to write a line to our
friends. The mail came in last night foetfirst time for two weeks but no letter for me from the
Circle.

Day before yesterday we captured Dalton & took two forts containing 13 hundred prisoners 6 or
7 hundred of them being Negroes. They were the first Negro soldiers | ever saw. We also
capured & tore up the GA R.R. from Resaca to Tunnel hill also tore up the Cleveland R.R. from

Dalton up for 20 miles.

The marching has been heavy but mostly by day. The enemy are after us now & we will have to
go it day & night. I think we are boundfti ddl e Tenn; but really doné

Sherman must be in a peck of trouble. We have been traveling through a section of Ga. held 5
mos. by the enemy & | was greatly astonished to see what little destruction the Yanks had done

to private proprty. The Citizens were living in peace & Plenty with their stock running all
around apparently perfectly safe. Some of the women have married Yankees & looked
vengeance at us as we go along. Gr eatereencour
at Dalton last winter we Confeds could not get married although we had the smiles of the fair
ones, but along come the Yanks & carries those same fair ones captives & marries them, We
captured some of their husbands at Dalton and these same womihiekiss sad farewell & cry

over the misfortunes of their husbands; poor things! But I tell you some of our soldiers seem to
have lost faith in the patriotism of the women of Dalton. | know the class too well to care one
straw for such cattle as thoselalton. But where some acted with such bad faith we had the
pleasure of meeting many noble exceptions where eyes were suffused with tears & countenances
illuminated with delight. | saw some who were so full with joy they could not speak for crying.
lexpect we have marched near 200 mil es. My f ¢
determined to keep up.



| canodot write often nor |l ong |l etters either b
When we take up Winter Qrs. in Middle Tehrd | | repay you with interes:c

|l have many thinks to talk about but dondét f e

We have passed through the prettiest part of Geo. A real beautiful country & very rich.
Cedartown to Cave Springs are about in the centre of one of thedelggitful valleys | ever

saw. Churches schools & colleges are plentiful, & the citizens quite intelligent. | have almost
made up my mind to settle in that section. It is about 20 miles from Rome. Get your atlas &
examine our route, over hills 7 moumms, through valleys & over rivers turning & twisting

around for 17 days until we reached Dalton.
hearty. Give my love to all & accept me sincerely as your friend.

Robert B.

P.S.

Maloney wantsmeot put in a word for him but 1 6édm too |
Laura.

| wrote to Bro E a few days ago & sent it by a sick man going to Jackson to mail. | hope he will
get it.

Candot you Il earn Jinny to Kkmeedofthemm a pair of gl

How do you like my turned envelope?

& Upcoming Events
The following was received from Col. Bowman:
Gentlemen,
As fall has arrivedsitime to begin preparations for our upcoming campaigns.

Next will be the new event at Suwannee River Music Park ju$0 radftiy ®f This is a new event
that will be held on the weekehtb\ddmber 21st & 22fiithis is a battalion eventmake every
preparation to take the flehdll send more information soon.

In 2010Brooksville and Olustee will begin our campaigns for the last year of the 145th anniversary
War Between the Stafdwe 145th anniversary of the BattleucdlNBatdge will be held the first full
weekend in Mardhwill keep you posted as to the plans for tidseydnBepartment of the Gulf has

been invited to participate in 145th Anniversary of the Battle of Bentonville in Ndmthi@arolina.
invitation only event and we have been honored to fidusievanrtewill be the third weekend of
March.l will keep you posted.

Finally, | woultike to announce that we will be welcoming a sixth company to our Gorkpdinig fall.
B, Seenth Florida better known as the "Straw Hat&lhmy bewith us.wishto welcome Captain
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Mark Helwig and all of the men of the "Straw Hats" to ourThattatiera fine addition to our
organization.

Please complete your preparatiomsang the field and if there are any questions, please do not hesita
to contact me.

Your obedient servant,

DD Bowman
Colonel Commanding
Florida Battalion of Infantry

November 20, 21, &22, 2009Raid on theSuwannee River at the Spirit thfe Suwannee Music
Park in Live Oak, Florida Information maye found at:www.floridareenactorsonline.cam

December 13, 2009Christmas at the Gamble Plantation (from 10:00 AM to 3:00 R&gnble
Plantation Historic State Park in Ellenton (just north of Bradenton).

December 11, 12, 12009. The 8th annual Raid on Fort Pierce (east coast of
Florida). Savanna County Park, 1400 East Midway Road in Fort Pierce.

December 18, 19, 20, 200Homeland Heritage Christmas featuring "The skirmish at Bow
Legs Creek” Living history activities sponsored by Homeland Heritage Sewing Society and
host unit 39th NC Co. K, 2nd Battalion Hardy's Brigade.

Thanks to Col. Niepert and his Florida Reenast@nline Newsletter
(www.floridareenactorsonline.confor providing this informationi Editor.

Please see owvebsite (www.7flcok.com) for a complete listing of eants.

& Coming Next Month

e Article T ALett erAsna tlane Cla rk 1 Part 19 0 This multipart article
continues with thaineteenth letterfiNovember 11864 .
e PostEventReport T iRai d on the Suwanneeo

& WANTED i To Buy/Sell/Trade

Available for purchase: Contactlack Coleman at: 81387-6210 orDeadriverjack@aol.com

1 McClellan saddle

Contact Jack for info and prices.


http://www.floridareenactorsonline.com/
http://www.floridareenactorsonline.com/
http://www.7flcok.com/
mailto:deadriverjack@aol.com

Available for purchase: Contact Mike Bethune atn-r@bethunesigns.com

Gentlemendnd ladies) of Co. K,

Rhondaand | have decided to sell our camping gear as she told me she will not sleep in a tent
anymore after 8 years of iSo if we do reenactments in the future she will only do it in the
comfort of a motohome Here is a list of what we have, along witlpiature of said itemsAll
items,exceptthosenoted are used and priced accordingly.

Thanks

Mike Bethune

A 6x9 A-frame tent with wood and stakes $50

2 fold up cots $20 ea
1 large wood chair $20

2 small chairs $10 ea
2 iron lantern holderand ironrifle lean $10 ea
1 large wood fold up table $25

2 smallwood foldup tables $15ea

Various dishes including
2 plates, 2 bowls coffee pot, coffee mugs

2 spoons and forks and medium bow! with lid $30
Iron skillet and iron kettléWill sandblast if wantedBoth $20
Misc cans and bottles with old time labels

Artificial (ceramic?) apples aneggs (all tgether) $25
Small propane heater great for inside tent $10
And for you motoihome guys | have a S&tepladder

for getting to top bedReal nice brand new $15

3 metal bars for hanging clothes (attaches to tent posts). AlIRLO
More may follow if we come across something


m-r@bethunesigns.com

